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BrunWord 
R O M 

On y< ipe 
The Ultimate 
Sprite Searcher 

G r a p h i c a l l y c h a l l e n g e d ? S h o w 
w h a t y o u m e a n b y a d d i n g 

p i c t u r e s t o y o u r p l o t s . 
D e s i g n e d f o r d i s c u s e r s b u t t a p e 

t y p e s c a n u s e i t , t o o . W h e t h e r y o u 
h a v e 1 2 8 K , 6 4 K o r t h e m u l t i f a c e 

1 2 8 K o r 6 K v e r s i o n s , n o m a t t e r ! 
M a k e y o u r p r o g r a m s a c t i o n - p a c k e d 

a n d i m a g e -
- j i n f e s t e d w i t h 
t " ^ ^ T U S S ! 

Turn to 
page 5 
now! 

R t i t i t i t t i j m i M 
nsfe. 

Spaghetti 
Western 
G e t a C l i n t i n y o u r e y e w h e n 
y o u t u r n s h a r p s h o o t e r i n a n 
a l l - t i m e c l a s s i c . N e v e r m i n d 
p u m p i n g i r o n , i t ' s b u l l e t s 
y o u n e e d t o s h i f t ! 

Cyberboy 
A n a - m a z e - i n g r a c e 
w a s t i n g g h o s t i e s 
a n d p o p p i n g p i l l s 
i n ' p r o b a b l y t h e 
m o s t d i f f i c u l t 
Pacman g a m e y o u ' v e 
e v e r p l a y e d . ' C a n A a h . n , t ^ 
y o u h a n d l e i t? Don't bo foolod. 



h t tp : / /W ivw. fu tu re f ie t . co .uk / th is is the f ron t page of 
the Future Publ ishing WWW si te w i th i n k s in to the 
home pages o f all the Future magaz ines . 

You c a n a lso f ind your way t o the h o m e page of 
AA reader K . E . W T h a c k e r at 
h t t py /Www.cm.c f .ac .uKAJser?K .E .W/Amst rad o r 
that o f AA f an 'bhip' . 

(If y o u a re b e m u s e d b y the above in fo rmat ion 
refer back t o 'Get the message ' . A A 1 0 5 . ) 

HHard core? 
Hard stance 

_ _ _ Wor r ied about the pro l i fe ra t ion of 
A U b U l k t f O po rnography a m o n g PD l ibrar ies or 
c o m m e r c i a l so f twa re out lets? Then ask if your l ibrary 
is a m e m b e r of Watchdog-8 o r PSD (Professional 
S tandards -o r Distr ibut ion). 

Wa tchdog -8 is a new vo luntary s c h e m e for the 
so f tware industry, it is run by the people at P r i sm PD 
but is 'unbiased' and independent o f t ha t c o m p a n y 
says a spokesman . It is based on the P $ 0 , the 
la rges t of f ic ia l w a t c h d o g fo r the all f o rma t c o m p u t e r 
industry. The PSD w o r k s a longs ide Trading 
S tandards and w i th the c o m p u t e r c r ime div is ions of 
coun ty constabu lar ies and w i th New Scot land Yard. 

"Rie PSD a ims t o remove the sp read of 
po rnograph ic so f tware in tv/o ways : t o make sure 
that mai l o rce r c o m p a n i e s c lear ly label mater ia l that 
isn ' t sui table f c r ch i ld ren s o there are 'no unpleasant 
surp r i ses i-i the post* said a spokesman ; and t o 
pass t o the pol ice, deta i ls o f compan ies suspec ted 
of deal ing in ch i ld po rnography , f o r examp le . 

To jo in Watchdog-8 sof tware compan ies 
comp le te an appVcat ion f o r m . If all is in o rder , t h e 
c o m p a n y m a k i n g the appl icat ion rece ives a l ogo t o 
use o n i ts s ta t ionery. PSD John Dudley k 01621 778778. 
Watch dos-8 ,13 Rodney Close. Rueby CV22 7HJ. 

FUTURE MUSIC'S 

• B i a H H l l WACCI for f ree 
CampurSo f t is o f fe r ing a f ree c o p y of WACCt to n e w 

The SOUnd of music*** c u s t o m e r s buy ing so f tware . No m i n i m u m purchase 
W a i t t o make mus i c , sweet , sweet music? Then is necessary , 
c o m e a long t o MEMS bi l led as : t h e u l t imate event t o 
leam wha t ' s hip 'n' happen ing in the w o r l d o f mus ic DES yOU Or DEStt't yOU? 
and sound techno logy . . . and an ace p lace for CampurSo f t is o f fe r ing t w o f ree M S p r o g r a n s t o 
c o m p u t e r fans , t o o . ' DES ROM owners . Send a (Ssc, S A E / j i f f y 8 a g and 

At MEMS, you' l l find d e m o s a n d d isp lays f r o m s ta te whether you want the sc reen g rabber Camera 
t h e w o r k f s leading kit manu fac tu re rs and a lso f r o m or the t rack ing sec to r ed i to r Disc Editor. (The latter 

the d is t r ibutors . is very power fu l and isn't sui table fo r beginners. ) 

Bare Friday, 2 1 t o 

nl and the place. No Waiting %'Wm 
i o n . T i cke ts cos t The eight s o c k e t (ycu can upgrade t o a 1 5 s o c k e t 
or £ 8 o n the vers ion, later) ROMbox f r o m C a m p u r S c f t e n a c t s 
tad Action have instant a c c e s s t o your p r o g r a m / p r o g r a m s s o not 
give away t o only d o e s i t save y o j t ime bu t it r educes wear on 

readers! . your ha rd dr ive, t o o 
All y o u have A ROMbox is a p r o g r a m encode r on a ch ip s o 

to d o is tel l u s you only need t o a c c e s s your d isc when sav ing or 
wh ich tube line load ing a par t icu lar datafrie. p | 8 § | 
Olympta is on. No te that t o wo rk wi th a ROMbox 311CPC Plus 

But hur ry - mach ines requi re a per iphera l adaptor (not avai lable 
to g e t the f r o m CampurSof t ) . Pr ice £ 3 5 pSus £ 2 ' 
w inners ' t i cke ts CampurSoft 10 Mcintosh Court. Wellpark. Glasgow 
t o t h e m o n t ime G31 2HW 0141 5 5 4 4735 Fax * 0141 227 4486 
rece ive your 3-incll discs for Sale 
answers b y Original Maxel l and Amso f t 3- inch d ;scs for sale, £ 2 5 
Monday , 1 0 (incl p&p) for ten d iscs. CampurSof t has rece ived a 
Apri l- n e w cons ignment . N u m b e r s are, however , l im i ted t o 
Ticket hotunc: t e n d iscs pe r person. F r o m CampurSof t . 
n o i 3 6 9 707888. (For con tac t in format ion see above.) 

Coming to a _ _ _ _ _ 
PC near you fa^lgig 
Wor ld Wide W e b is the ; 
l ivel iest, t rend ies! p lace t o H r ^ W ^ M I 
be o n the in ternet (that W ^ ^ J j A - ^ 
sou rce of in fo rmat ion and W T i j u f j j 
opin ions that d isbe l ievers y ^ ^ ^ U 
t rea t w i th the scep t i c i sm 
s o m e d o c t o r s reserve for HSBEfiS 
comp la in ts of PMT or ME.) 

Whi le you can' t a c c e s s 1 1 • 
i ! w i th your CPC the f loods — "^=1 
of e ma i l ' c c e i v e d s ince w e I l i 5 « " 
pubSshed tfce AA Internet I I ' • 
add ress s t o w that marry o f I V 
you use co l lege resou rces 
t o tax i a long the j 
In fo rmat i cs Superh ighway, a a u on 

The o f t o a l AA s i te is at n o w ^ 
h t t p V / V r t w . f u t u r e n e t . c o . u k / n « H See 
c o m p u t i n g / 'Coming to 
amstradac-. ion.html. a PC near 
H o w e v e r j f you s tar t at you ' , left . 
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Compo winners 
I wan t a same w inner |$ ) a re : Dave at D e m o n 
PD; J o r d a n Low. Angus ; I Russel l , Inverness ; 
S tephen R ich . H a r p e n d e n : J a m e s Pinn ias. 
Sp i tsby . | So r r y James, had a few problems 
wi th y o u r writing!- Ed) 
R i c h a r d Fa i rhurs t w r o t e Fluff a n d he also wr i tes 
fo r A m s t r a d Ac t ion . 

The Image Conscious w i n n e r is 
E J o h n s o n . T a m w o r t h . The answer is BARRY. 

The A l t e r n a t i v e Competition w inne rs a re : 
( 1 5 t i t les) P A d a m s . Br is to l ; (5 t i t les) J S la te r . 
P e t e r b o r o u g h ; (5 t i t les) A lasda i r S tewar t . 
A r d l e r by B l a i r g o w r i e : (5 t i t les) 
G a r y And rews . L a ' n e . 

http://Wivw.futurefiet.co.uk/
mailto:aa@futurenet.co.uk


LETTERS 

Write to us at: Reaction, Amstrad Action, 30 Monmouth 
Street, Bath, Avon BA1 2BW or you can e-mail us at 
aa@luturenet.co.uk putting 'reaction7 in the subject line. 

W e b f e a t 
I w r o t e to y o u s u g g e s t i n g y o u c r e a t e y o u r own 
AA h o m e p a g e . N o w y o u have a n d I 've h a d a 
l ook a t i t { see 'Coming to a P C n e a r you', page 
3 - Ed). I t h i n k i t is v e r y g o o d , qu i t e a m a z i n g , in 
f a c t . E s p e c i a l l y a l l t h e p i c t u r e s . So how a b o u t 
c o v e r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g t o p i c s . . . 
• f t p - s i t es w i t h a m s t r a d e p e - s o f t w a r e , 
• i n f o r m a t i o n o n h o w t o l ink a epe to a pc 
• i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e newes t a n d bes t 
c p c - e m u l a t o r s a n d t h e i r use? 
blup@ezinfo.vmsmail.ethz.ch 

Slowly, slowly please. I was rubbish at f c e i g n 
languages at school and this looks nothing like 
English to me. All those letters without vowels, the 
ampersand.. . Seriously though, blup (that's gotta be 
foreign or you'd be Herbert cr Rodney), thank you. 
Though I'm afraid it's Rob, the Art Editor who takes 
credi t for the p c t u r e s and the Futurenet On-line 
Editor who put it on to the Web site. 

if you icofc at the Amscene/Di rec tory on page 7 
you'll see we have added a new sect ion wi th 
information about ftp-sites for cpc-reiateti issues. If 
anyone knows of any more , please wri te in. AA 

Perhaps blup can help with the next one - the ch at 
the end of his e-ma '. address tel ls me he's in 
Switzerland which is 'abroad' so . . . 

G e r m a n - a t i n g ideas? 
I go to G e r m a n y e v e r y s u m m e r f o r m y h o l i d a y s 
a n d i t w o u l d be n i c e t o b u y s o m e G e r m a n 
g a m e s . If y o u d o g e t g a m e s a b r o a d d o t h e y st i l l 
use t h e n a m e A m s t r a d ? 
Alasdair S t e w a r t , Dundee 

It 's o k a y , w e ' r e c o v e r e d 
W h y no t lose m o r e A A - p r o d u c e d p a g e s a n d 
r e p l a c c t h e m w i th s a m p l e f a n z i n e s p h o t o c o p i e d 
on t o A 5 p a p e r a n d i n c l u d e d a s a s u p p l e m e n t ? 
Th is w o u l d r e s u l t in a d e c e n t - s i z e d m a g a z i n e , 
p r o v i d e f r e e a d v e r t i s i n g f o r f a n z i n e s a n d u s e r 
g r o u p s a n d r e d u c e AA 's p r o d u c t i o n cos t s . I 
p r e f e r t h e c o v e r t a p e in i ts c u r r e n t f o r m - a 
c o m p l e t e g a m e p lus d e m o s / u t i l i t i e s m o r e t h a n 
j us t i f i es t h e £ 2 . 9 5 c o v e r p r i c e . 
Mark Payne, Redditch 

Mark, thanks for your concern about our product ion 
costs! V.'e are happy to publish details of fanzines 

and user groups - in fact, any useful CPC info - in 
our Directory on page 7 which readers can help keep 
up-to-date by notifying us c ; changes or omissions. 

And. Mark, you asked where to find to buy cr 
swap games. Our reader ads slo: is the place. This 
month it's cn page 15.You could probably trade your 
mother , not just your Music Maker package! Though 
if you g o to MEMS (see page 3) you might be 
i n s p ' e d to Keep the MM package. Can't vouch for 
your mother , though! AA 

G o i n g u p 
I b u y y o u r r a d m a g w h e n I g e t t h e m o n e y . I 've 
g o t a 6 1 2 8 a n d a G X 4 0 0 0 . A n d I 've t o n s of 
q u e s t i o n s t o ask y o u . . . 
1 A A is IR£4 h e r e in I r e l a n d . Wi l l t h i s p r i c c b e 
g o i n g down? 
2 Is T r a d i n g Pos t the bes t p l a c e to g e t c a r t s 
f r o m ? They on l y have 10 . 
3 Do no s o f t w a r e h o u s e s m a k e g a m e s a n y 
m o r e ? Y o u d idn ' t rev iew a n y in A A 1 1 2 . 
4 I m i s s e d a f ew g o o d issues. Have y o u h a d t h e 
h a r d w a r e p r o j e c t so t h e G X 4 0 0 0 c a n b e 
p l u g g e d up to a c a s s e t t e r e c o r d e r ? 

1 You may have the best beer and very sexy accents 
but you also have 21% VAT on magazines (zero-ratec 
in the UK). Anyway. Peter you've been bending the 
truth. I am reliably informed that AA costs IRf.3.92 
not 1R£4. Shame on you! And as for go ing down. 
Sorry. From this issue AA costs more (wherever you 
buy it) - 4p in the UK. so around 7p in Eire. 
2 Carts are hard to get hold of. Try Wizard and 
Computer Cavern (see Amscene Directory, page 7). 
3 It's down to independent stuff. I'm afraid. 
4 AGGGGGGHG: A A 
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STRATEGY/SIMULATION 
Cass .Disk 

Offlsi. Croigto. i ' i ^ t . £3.55 
J6.W 

Cs^B.t /. S -̂egt £3 75 .£4.99 
CJou.i 4 OKM £7 05 

Msnogtr I £ 2 « £6 99 
£6.99 

fwbol.Vflrwsv i: . £•?.?•? 
Fossil .VaroM-WWdCip . C6.99 
MOM.f«V £2-99 C2.99 
MOM*Ktr, CljeJo. icrobbkC 12.95 Cl? 95 
W.Cop rtotOWOC'! £6.99 

C6.9? £9.99 

ARCADE 
Casj Disk 

Chail AJtocfc £4.99 
Dirrv Co'Itction £3 SO 
Et l i r cg l l . fccb-d £12 95 
DeiW*(W«i £3 75 ...£6.99 
Ewonoan £6.99 
G-toc £6.99 
ffcnroeoibcfoCcJo^ori £1.9? 
loops Co!*«wi £6.99 
MiJiaSi toi 4 Nia'Mb-cod £6.99 
MMKOI £6.99 
M>1K £375 ...£6.95 
Pccb-c £7.9? 

I £<2.95 
PwhWkll £9.50 
R«Ja-d • Di>' Dragon II 212.9S 
S i f«Cc j t fw i .. .. .; £9.50 

$-.«,, kv- i ' f f 9-*, 99 ...29.9? 
TirfwiteConOp .. Zi.V> C9.99 

S P E C I A L O F F E R D I S K S 
AI Disk Bo»jd Wrf. hvr̂ 'em 

Bcrcnso Es-os £2.99 
SSrirfcng Sphtre £2.«9 

MonyMbA E2.99 
MooopoV £2.W 
WWShwh £2.99 
GotecfcCww £3.99 
fop Up £3.99 
l a i i ro iic fit.ro I £<S.99 
ligVlCo<fdct W.99 
JfCiii-g Trtawbt ...£3.99 
r«rwg»Tv<fe> £4.99 

ACCESSORIES 
AMXMeuw&fefoe. £3495 
sw/tf<6<'6;23»soaiiv 
Coy.6I2l*.FC>2rdtVw £795 
Cd*A*9>»-*l/aM6X4Mcrt.. £0.« 
CokfeVm>*m2/C.V644»cr .. £12.99 
C4»Mooo.iivtl/CMUMo« £9« 
Coy? i Mw £11.99 
Coifc A'rta/Atti/SpficnrT Pho-« 
Coins. Uod M i HM Ow). C3.95 

£2.99 
KuDrwOwwS' £5.95 

Drtw 3 S- . ford:. 6122 £79.95 
Ksl»J't*0=r*K IC> EU99 
Ctit>3 5 -D»3 £ 4 « 
O^J.S-SSK) 0 £6.99 
Mj*f* lCov»vWC:tA . £899 
w j i i ^ace lw £ 1 1 « 
XWdU'- totk lM £3'5 
Kjwdt.:'.eod»6l28 £905 
X h v * i t < i 6 i : ' t m * £9.95 
MouoM* £200 
W*c CoU. CFCIA% £8.95 
tUmtCdth OC 15 M* £9.95 
* i t *Cd tUCK2to £10.95 
ftWer Cotfr C*C- 2 f * £7-95 
*yrfdkSpfaer. £2.9? 

£1.99 
•iisj-t £1295 

£11.95 
:>•> 6i 511.95 

Sy*" 6128 {MM 1621 £9 « 

BUSINESS/UTILITIES 

Ad. A1 • AW Mcv* - V tSi 05 
A * A i - CcJ i W 3 . £>?.•?? 

'4<a |5ei< CU.00 
Cck-s ^ v 3 (C-J i-.' OVT* £15.05 
Ooih C m , Typ^g W 6 " 3 £20.95 
D.E.S. HOM Vtrjien 62*.9® CI 190 
Ofsookgy p w Ch'.f/l £S.W 
MoiHrcole 128 11234 £27.95 
Mmmflo 5I(128VJ C2».«5 
Maw i A i ' ^ y f / D M i - ' - t " £23.05 
w^oi^ilg-. . or? 6123 £29.99 
r/kndeiign ' AMXMovjo £50.00 
MvotoVptMro. CM.99 
MJcfodtUgs Vo?i £ 11.99 
VSi-Mflj-g- tfo'j\ Vftrid.... £ 11 » 

0¥lc* Ollginol Ceu Orfy.. £2 
(.fCW) £24.95 

PcrodoiRom JM.00 
Prtfflr/ «OV. £24.99 £15.99 
feme Dal £21.95 
P.-^C=w.(6l2 8).. £51.05 
feMprf £20.95 
P . -s f f f . ^E t toeor l £23.95 

i.Nff-) £10.05 
k i TOf« »5 CMi rrc^L^ £14.99 

«-.wci612S £24.95 
T^ K0 05 

XfavOUlmiJy I £14.99 

EDUCATION 
C A S S 

fur S c ^ i: U- 6 £3.9? 
C3.99 

fao School D8. £3.9? 
6 £1005 

fvr. Scfco.-4 7-11 £10.95.. 
Pic^so 3-8 £10.95 

' W ' o £S.90 
fey v.^di 48 CI2.95.. 

».<>WM-Wxo57. C$.50. 
S^R^/Avs-C,-: 54! £9.95.. 
SoodR^/Awiy2 «-9 £0.95. 
t0HlV.tfttH.vyl 7. £9.95.. 
sfl;cf$pe!if9 9. £8.95.. 
l«HsyNk»rb«» £12.95. 
UsffcyMoocy 1-S £12.95.. 
Prt«wyMoi'ii 312 £24.95 
fvn WIT. N.rrb«. 7- £8.50. 

16-13 
£24.95 

V^aVCM 15- £24.95 
fnZ&Msrtu I N 
OftBOa Moftr 11. . 
SfOrtbh W l l . 

£24 95 
0=^/ iGe.d«n 6-10161281 
DroaooVWd 6-10(61281 
Gert KM* 9.14 
Ar«»t< 6ocl Ol-Z 611 

D I S K 
£395 

C13.95 
£13.95 

£12.95 
CI 1.95 
E12.95 
CI 2.95 
£12.95 
£12.95 
£12.95 
£12.95 
£24 95 
£11.95 
£12.95 
£24.95 
£2495 
£16 95 
£16 95 
£16 05 
£24 95 
£10-05 
£23 95 
£1595 
£11.95 

BUDGET CASSETTES £ 1 . 9 9 , 3 FOR £ 5 . 0 0 , 5 FOR £ 7 . 5 0 
3D?rft»! AnV^V.-. AttcoPoi Cowrcno O.A-coirt 
a M i t a i ClMoioS Cov« OwcfcJo 0<<*W IddCxl Mzv* fnmSon 
ft«L-, Huim f c ^ b C f f w Oot. Cv«- Got.O«C GGw^ C/<< G ^ d ^ I Gcntoc Cw-fg^ 
HKfwo«y HMO^DXSI Hoi^p^ WM-joS^) LWXACV*, K- C^'O.I 
Atai MoaiVrt U X M O M NVcrKiC? ' ^ g t i a i i ^ i fo^.T ? 
P«w»3 P m w ftf Po«-cnPc»2 rofMonfel ?-5w«3i. 0IOIxttu> P/>V5n 
MAnrna Sjjby6«tt S«Mt>&» SoatrEou Sjat fcw 
S^VJnMcn Scy.Sf, 5{i" CVjSy Si-fraKar S ^ K O i M fcoCo-
r.iT.-. .Vtocn IrapOoa I>«s»eti'C«e fr v/o;' Coc VboVu W--J I m j m i 

Grftrina Mors rrfej Avgi'cc.'- Pieoi^ AVM'.VW 

P R I N T E R S 
All i'cW) b«low are sulloble for 

wiih MSTRAO CPC. CPC-
VVhon cfc'cfing p'coso folo cotnpjVs-

$ W! IC90 9 Mono £13995 
STA< IC10D 9 Pin Mew/GoW £169.95 

C&xr/Vcte f.tber. • Cclwrd.trp 3| 
SW? IC24> 2 i p.n W W £169 95 

PRINTER RI8B0NS 
1 2 5 

DMP20M/3000 £375 i7.CC £16.25 
emZSN 1205 £3.95 £7.W . £16.25 
ICIftWIOO £3-75 £'.C0 £1625 
icJtioscawoo. '-5 V'.o SI? JO 
W1»V81 £375 V.CO t i n s 
w : i2< £375. £7.«J...£1625 
OP212J/2124 . £495...£9.50 
ICWtCOCcW £8.95..£I7.$0 
IC200 Iftyo £4 95 £9 JO 
tC2C0Cob^ £1295. ttSOO 
0»h«r printer r ibb«nj pleoto phone 

RIBBON Rc-1N'< CI 2 95 
iNKier Refill eiock £8.99 .Col CI 1.99 

JOYSTICKS 
AMSKADJY2 C6.0? 
W$:>A!> X i f t M £13.95 
Oa!WJ1 CI 3.05 
KON« Spodli-fl £11.95 
KONKNswoeoo- CI 3.95 
OJKIKSrtDfFytco 1 £10.95 
aj>CKS(tDl fyt.:o 1 •.V.r.M-^h CI 1.95 
m T K X S s ^ r f e £14,95 
JOYSTICK SniTTtR £2.99 
jcnrsncx extensjon £4,99 
BUDGET CASSETTES £3.75 EACH 

How ro MDOI- acccss/vim Tit on fAX (Ol 257) 421915 HON-fii 8.30 -17.30 sat 8.30 - 12.30 
t r Potrz- Ust iiims • l o u m o . makc t n i o u n / r o ' i patam* to O J . S o n w A i i . 
UNO r o O . i . S o i i w A t i , 2 7 3 M o s t r Lia Road, Wkiomtinotom. mb Wioam. Unci wh6 9«h. 
r o i n o i ; - unhid kihoooh, o t o i t i ovck CS.OO r o i l r * t t ( o t o t i t unoii CS.OO add 5Or). rosTAt}t:- ovi«ma» (Ai«) add Cl.OO m itim sorrwAit (patmint camk d«a»t/ctiwr ca*d) 
ntAst w«rrr o« w o w ro* uiht met nil ( i N i w u n i O M i / r A X outsidi nowai n o u n ) 

CK«« Egg Oiry Vog^o-d 
IrtWCW© WW 11 M S i ^ f l v i 

V/MOI» t 

Co-'nwiTol Ci'CW Ctojh'o Oroow C->VJtn Aw 
V See- Oogfck 3 

Tutkai V.V,¥ V.V«S» 

A p r i l 1 9 9 5 A M S T R A D A C T I O N 

mailto:aa@luturenet.co.uk
mailto:blup@ezinfo.vmsmail.ethz.ch


SjOlff^m 
i M i l Y W i 

Tether your 
horse and hold on to your Stetsons as sharp 

shooting Richard Fairhurst explains this month's AA tape. 

S P A G H E T T I 3 l t S / n 8 h t " ' ' Y o u 8 e t t t i e 

l A V E C V E a K J B M genera l idea. 
W W fca* • fclCiM W 9 ^ ^ To jump (handy t o avoid b a l s I 
Z e p p e l i n S o f t w a r e I f t 1 ^ 8 R p r e f - " ; ^ th rown at you), move the joyst ick I 
Do you feel lucky, punk? J E s a g X r a i S f t t M UP i n t h c oppos i te d i rect ion I 

This month , i t s your chance t o the w a y you ' re walking. So if I 
to be Clint Eas twood m you' re go ing r ight, move the 
Spaghet t i W e s f e r / f c i g a m e • j U j ^ M l ^ K ^ H joyst ick up and (eft. I 

m a g Commodore Format. So _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
plug in your joyst ick, l imber up that t r igger firmer C T B E R B O T 
and ge t re^dy t o pump bul lets through the Sheepsof * /STS S o f t w a r e 
out laws - which, unsurprisingly, is the general Pacmarc o ld hat, right? Move around the maze. 
a im of -his game . avoid the ghos ts , eat the pil ls, col lect the bonus 

I f s not qu i te that easy, of < — points. N o prob lem. 
course. Objects of ail sor ts are . . " . " Z ^ Z J L J L Z J L ' " " Today's CPC generat ion 
thrown at you, which sap your - " - demands someth ing 
energy o n contact . And even on - • - more. Cyberbo/s 
level 1, the out laws have a knack - - - • • p rog rammer , Paul 
of tak ing pot shots at you and - - - - - • Fairman, c a m e up wi th 
duck ing behind w indows only to m f f l f f i i H i l j • • the fol lowing twis t f r o m 

be replaced by an | L - 1 - - f * - the depths of his rather 
« innocent civi l ians w h o m Q h w t l y » t r n m r n m ^ r ^ ' w a r P e d m i n d -

you're not meant t o goings on in _ _ __ _ | n th is g a m e you can 
2 shoot: part ly because Cjfccrboy. _ t i l j s l i ge t out your laser and. 
• you"" be penal ised f o r i t . s well, was te the ghos ts . 

and part ly because you'l l was te valuable Despi te this, i t 's still probably the m o s t dif f icult 
H T B a m m o . iAJlnnstrc or wot? - Ed} Pacman g a m e you've ever played. Cont ro l is by 

Your s tock of bul lets is d isplayed at joyst ick of redefinable keys. 
I W J the b o t t o m of the screen, as a bar 
J g M represent ing your current energy level 
u f l and a count of jus t how much cash your T H E U L T I A A A T E 

I " f i s t f u l o f d o t a r s ' c o n t a i n s . S P R I T E 
You gain the d o s h b y shoo tmg J J J f " _ _ 

a ^ E out laws and. oddly enough, p ick ing up S E A R C H E R 
I the bags with a dollar s ign on them. S e n t i n e l S o f t w a r e 

9 B W h i e , t o pick up an object , p ress Fire! P rog rammers a re p rog rammers , and graphic 
i t i j j H ar>d move the joyst ick down - there are ar t is ts are graphic art ists, and never the twain 
" E E b o m b s and new magaz ines (no, not like shall mee t . Which is a bit of a p rob lem when 
AA) full o f a m m o t o pick up, too. you've finished your latest eight-level scrol l ing 

Moving the joyst ick left moves your p layer shoo t - 'emup and the spaceship is sti l l a capi ta l 

still firing full s tops at the aliens. 
Using TUSS. as it's more common ly known, 

you can ge t a round this by, er. . . p i n c h h g 
graph ics f r o m other people 's p rog rams . I here 
are four vers ions accessib le f r o m the TUSS 
loading menu: 128K, 
6 4 K , and the special p - * * 
128K and 64K for c g ^ -
Mutl i face users . 

So f irst ly load the 
p r o g r a m f r o m wh ich 
you want to pinch 
some graphics into 5 5 " 5 5 " S T 
m e m o r y which is 
opt ion 2 on the 
p r o g r a m menu in the 
normal versions. However, if you have a f^ul t i face 
you can select one of the special Mult i fece 
vers ions and then load a game in the normal 
manner, Press»ng the red button at any point 
then k icks TUSS into act ion. 

Next , you need t o search through m e m o r y for 
some graphics. To d o this select the screen 
m o d e in which the game plays and then select 
opt ion 3 . Cursor up and down to move through 
memory . When you c o m e across someth ing that 
looks like lumbled-up graphics rather than a 
comple te mishmash of game data and code, use 
cursor left and r ight to get the r ight width. 

Use the SHIFT and cursor keys for final 
ad justment , and then exit to save the spr i te using 
opt ion 9. There are tons of other opt ions for you 
to play about v<ith and even an RSX spnte dr iver 
so you can use the graph ics easily in your own 
p rog rams (to repr int the TUSS manual would 
take up the whole magazine). 

It's des igned for disc users , but tape fo lks 
c a n use it. Load a Mult i face vers ion f r o m the 
TUSS m e n u (press a key immediate ly tha t you 
see 'Press PLAY then any k e / j . or load an 
unpro tec ted g a m e file f i rst, fo l lowed by a special 
vers ion o f the p r o g r a m such as MEMORY &17FF: 
LOAD "game ftJenamcM ,&1800. Insert side B of 
the cover tape, wind it to near the end, and type: 
LOAD "TUSSS800.64K",&8BOO: CALL 4 8 B 0 0 . J 

Get 
sussed 
w i t h 
TUSS. 

C O V E R T A P E 

lowboy 
iluej and 
a l l o w s . 



PUBLIC D O M A I N 

Keith Woods turns brickie, moonlights as a drug dealer and 
offers a suggestion to the guilty among you - if you 
are expecting the cops to call, encrypt your data! 

wi thout need ing to sor t the whole file. 

EDUCATIONAL 

D a v e ' s House 
B y T o m N o i l l ( D w a r f s o f t ) 
Dave's a bui lder, but God only knows h o w he go t the 
j ob . because he can' t even remember h o w many 
b n c k s he needs t o bui ld a house. Thankful ly, 
however , you can help h im ou t by so tv* ig a f e w 
s imple sums. 

Basically all Dave's house i nvokes is ge t t i ng your 
ch i ld to solve a few s imple addi t ion p rob lems . As 
they ge t them r ight, they wa tch Dave's house reach 
for the s k e s , but if they g e t one w rong Dave can't 
f inish the ;ob and loses his cheery gr in 

.. .And. e rm. that 's i t . No . there are no di f ferent 
skil l levels, no, you can' t d o anyth ing other than 
add i t ion and no, the re are no o ther cha l lenges for 

D A U E • S H O U S K 

SERIOUS 

R a m b a s e v 4 . 6 
By John Farlio and Barrio Snoll 
(1 2 8 K only) 
Acco rd ing t o the m o s t recent AA informat ion, 
today 's m o s t typical Amstrad Ac t ion reader is male, 
be tween 3 0 and 4 0 years o ld , and runs a business 
on his CPC. At the back of his w a r d r o b e is his o ld 
7 f f s tux wh ich he s t i thinks looks g o o d on h im and 
which he'd wear if only his wi fe wou ld let K m * 

If you ' re o n e of the mul t i tude that fit this 
descr ip t ion (well, m a y b e apar t f r o m the tux bit), then 
one of the p r o g r a m s you ' re m o s t l ikely to find useful 
is a g o o d database. Unfortunately, commerc i a l 
da tabases (l ike everyth ing else) a re ha rd t o c o m e 
by. but it p robab ly won ' t surpr ise you to know that 

Rambaso v4>6' full ©I footvros^ !?©• bugs. 

there 's a p r o g r a m m the PD which is a lmos t as g o o d 
as any that wi l l set you back, say. £ 2 0 . 

Rambase w a s f irst re leased m a n y m o o n s a g o as 
a fairly ord inary database. However , over the years 
var ious users have been adding features to 
o v e r c o m e p rob lems they 've encountered, t o make 
Rambase o n e of the m o s t ful ly-featured and bug-free 
p r o g r a m s available in the publ ic domain today. 

As wel l a s all the usual da ta handl ing features 
wh ich you 'd expec t t o f ind in any reasonable 
da tabase, Rambase includes very power fu l sor t ing, 

search ing and field m a n a g e m e n t opbons . 
Mos t power fu l is the so r t i ng 

op t ion , wh ich al lows you t o sor t 
any par t o f the file you 

want on any 
f ield. Where 

to go 
Get R a m b a s e v 4 . 6 f r o m K i n g A r thu r ' s D o m a i n , 
B r y m p t o n C o t t a g e , B runsw i ck Road . W o r t h i n g . 
Wes t Sussex B N 1 1 3NQ " / f a x 0 1 9 0 3 2 0 6 7 3 9 
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Almos t every imaginable f ield managemen t 
op t ion ts included, g w n g you the abil i ty t o 
add . de lete, change or even c o m b m e fields 
w i th the m i n i m u m of fuss. A d d e d to th is, 
y o u can choose where t o inser t new 
reco rds in a f ield, m e r g e f i les o r tabulate 
the file t o p roduce a c o m p a c t tab le wi th a 
var iable co lumn w id th . 

To take o n e example of Rambasers 
f r ightening versatfcty, there 's an opt ion that 
aSows it t o double as a label pr in ter . Within 
this y o u find another large range of opt ions wh ich 
of fer you a chcuce of output s izes, i n e s and 
typefaces . Clearly, if y o u c a n think of a useful 
fea ture for a database, chances are somebody ' s 
a l ready inc luded it. 

The wonde r «s that w i th the addi t ion of all these 
ext ra features. Rambase has still managed t o 
mainta in i ts ease of use. Everything seems t o have 
been a d d e d w i th pract ica l i ty alone in mind. Hence 
the p r o g r a m doesn ' t look very exc i t ing, but though it 
lacks any fn«s, i t 's go t all the thr i l ls imaginable (if 
enter ing and sor t ing data can be thri l l ing). 

The only b ig p rob lem with Rambase is that 
because it 's wr i t ten in BASIC, it's very s low, 
especial ly when you use the sor t ing opt ion. 
However , if you 've got the pat ience 
t o put up w i th this, y o u l d o wen 
t o find a bet ter database than 
Rambase v4 .6 . 

Finger Pr int 
By The Twins 
The great th ing about the PD. I a lways say. is that it 
ca te rs for all sor ts of r rwionty in terests th rough 
p r o g r a m s that wouldn ' t be commerc ia l l y viable. 

a u a t h M v i l < i i o u f o r o u i r » » • » ! » » . 

P l a y I n < V / N > 

Finger print: a data encryption program. 

Finger Pnnt ca te rs for one such sect ion of our 
commun i t y - cr iminals. 

Finger Print is l ike any o ther decent address 
manager , excep t for one sl ight d i f ference: it saves 
your da ta in code so, a s it p rowSy proc la ims on the 
t i t le sc reen, if the c o p s call they won ' t be able t o 
access your underwor ld address b o o k . . . T o dec ryp t 
your da ta , you enter a spec ia l code ' 

The encryp t ion service won ' t be m u c h use to 
m o s t people (we hopeO, but the 
actua l add ress book itsetf is 
about as g o o d as any. 

The house that Dave built - with your holp. 

your o f fsp r ing to mee t . All this little "game does is to 
pock two numbers be tween one and 3 0 and ask the 
chi ld what their sum is. Even this is of l itt le use, as 
the g a m e is only real ly tes t ing them, rather than 
teach ing them. The k ids either ge t the sum right or 
w rong - there 's no try again' opt ion. 

What Dave's House sets out 
to do it does beautiful ly. 
Troub le is, it does s o litt le i f s 
hardly w o r t h bo ther ing with, 

G A M E S 

Drug Baron a n d D o o m 
By Tom Doan ( Impact) 
T o m Dean's long standing d iscz ine Impac t has never 
been the mos t popular o f CPC magaz ines , p robab ly 
because some of the p rose it conta ins won ' t suit 
m o s t tastes. It does have one notab le d is t inct ion, 
however , w h i c h is that the Editor. T o m Dean wr i tes 
m u c h of the f ree so f tware wh ich is inc luded himself . 

Drug Baron and Doom are two of the m o r e 
in terest ing g a m e s Tom has p roduced 
recen t l y . . . 

D o o m 
The CPC has t rad i twna ly been suppo r ted by many 
g o o d qual i ty PD adventures f r o m the l ikes of S imon 
Avery or Rob Buck ley, but unfor tunately this is no 
longer the case . 

Doom wi l l d o little t o cheer up poverty-st r icken 
PD adventure fans, as >fs every th ing an adventure 

The future of this program looks bleak. 

j m 



game shouldn't be: the parser 
h a r d y seems to exist, the 
storyl ine fai ls to exc i te, i t 's 
wr i t ten in BASIC (so i t moves 
Stowty). and the r o o m 
descr ip t ions a re approach ing 
Gert rude Stein-like minimal ism. 
R u s . Tern's, e rm , unique sense 
of humour makes the o d d 
appearance, w i th the game 
tak ing to ca ' img you a c reep! 
We'., if that 's your at t i tude. I'll 
play someth ing else... 

Who are you? 
If y o u th ink th is is s lander , t u r n t o pages 1 8 

and 19. We ' re d o i n g ano the r su rvey t o find ou t 
who reads AA a n d wha t (is i t poss ib le t o 
i m p r o v e o n br i l l iance?) w c c a n d o t o fill It w i t h 
wha t y o u wan t t o r e a d abou t . Y o u cou ld w in a 
lot o f so f tware . . . bu t y o u have t o t a k e p a r t i n 
the compe t i t i on , first, o f course? 

Drug Baron 
_ 

Drug Baron 

PUBLIC D O M A I N Q 

3g T a n Beam 

jumu: Murrain 

lTTlPflCT 
Flat, n o s p a r k l e , just l i k e the c o k e . 

If y o u have aspi ra t ions 
to b e c o m e a cr iminal 
and d o devil ish th ings 
like using Finger Print, 
you m:ght like to 
pract ise your cfirty 
des'-ngs w i th this 
management s imulator . 

The idea is you 
star t of f w i th a load of 
money which you use t o 
buy either cannabis, 

heroine or cocaine. You then sell your weed to your 
local students through your dealers with the long 
btor.de ha r. and hope you make a prof i t . 

Unfortunately, i t 's all a bit too easy. All you need 
t o d o is buy the r ight amount of each d r u g and use 
the r ight number of dea lers and then wa tch the 
mcoey f low in. It 's hardly that easy in the real wo r l d 
(is that the vwee of exper ience? - Ed). 

This g a m e might b e m o r e fun if you had 
vendet tas w i th other barons, or were on the run 
f r o m the cops . As i t is though, it'll hardly keep you 

NEXT MONTH: 
I In the last few m o n t h s it s e e m s that al l o f the 

PO's mos t p r o m i n e n t g a m e s p r o g r a m m e r s 
have m o v e d on t o o t h e r ven tures . One m a n 
that 's not go i ng anywhe re e lse, t hough . Is 
Br i ta in 's Dav id Hall, who, w i th a b i t of l uck , wi l l , 
nex t m o n t h , h e r a l d the r e t u r n of t h e f a m e d 
(ahem!) Publ ic Image min i - in te rv iew wi th news 
of his latest p roduc t i on . 

Look out also fo r rev iews of the mos t r e c e n t 
m o n i t o r p r o g r a m s for t e c h y f r e a k s a n d the 
la tes t p roduc t i on f r o m the c r o a t o r s of Ghoul 's 
Writer. In shor t : don ' t miss it! 

amused l o r m o r e than ten minutes. 
And. oh yeah, and remember , that winners don' t 

use drugs . Just say no! 

Doom 

Drug Baron 

Amscene Cotrob PD 
• 9 Avieraoro Road, 
Hemlington, Middlesbrough 
JapeortyPl) Unary. 

- 4 2 Overton Close, 
Hall Green, Birmingham 
8 2 8 9NA. E-mail: 
davc lcechb.demon.co.uk 
3. !xcf t &'<-i ov.sttbir. 

United Amstrad Uxor 
Group (UAUG), 26 
Uplands Crescent, 
Farcliam, Hants 
P 0 1 6 7SY 
- 0 1 3 2 9 2 3 4 2 9 1 

Genesis, the 8bit generation 
comp.sys.amstrad.8blt 
(tewigroup) 
e-mail : roussindgcncsis8.frraug.fr.net 
(BBS wth CPC soltwjre e x i s t e d Otto6e< 199-t 24 l.o of 
PfORwns KWudng CPCEMU and CPE enwtotws ion PC .xxi 
Arrig.iJ. 
« 0 0 3 3 1 3 9 SO 5 4 11 . 

Aspects (on-line address) 0 1 6 1 7 9 2 0 2 6 0 

FIDO 2 : 3 2 0 / 2 2 0 
Tin rcquMts welcomed 

CIX a 0 1 8 1 3 9 0 8 4 4 6 
(on-line address) 0 1 8 1 3 9 0 1 2 5 3 / 1 2 4 4 

CompuServe e 0 8 0 0 2 8 9 3 7 8 

Delphi Internet a 0 1 7 1 7 5 7 7 1 5 0 

Direct Connection - 0 1 8 1 3 1 7 0 1 0 0 

F a n z i n e s 
After Dark £ 1 . 5 0 
- 4 1 Westmorland Avo, Ncwbigqin by-thc-Sca, 
Northumberland NE64 6RN 

Amsxine 
Gayton, Lanesido Road, New Mills, 

Nr Stockport SKI 2 4LU - 0 1 6 6 3 7 4 4 8 6 3 

CPC Mania, XI.SO 
DMP Software 

8 9 Wolverhampton Road, Codsall, 
Wolverhampton W V 8 1PL 

The Eliminator 
- 14 Station Road, Riccall, York, North Yorks 
Y 0 4 6QJ 

Cheques twyaMe «o J R Nj>1m . Ct u n d bOp. 
PD Power - 13 Rodney Close, Bilton, Rugby CV22 7HL 

Basic PD 
• 3 Beacon Lane, Whipton, Exeter, Deven, 
EX4 8BO 
c&sei teody Kucry. DeAy, (Xiy n BASIC. 

GD PD Software 
• 4 ConnaogWt Avenue, MuHoy, Plymouth 
PL4 7BX 
25p per fee. Fit* selected tarn the t « lov « more 
setect«rt> txdc(«J. 
Image PD 
• Darren Dodds, 1 5 Elmwood Drive, 
Ponteland, Newcastle NE20 9QQ 
Abo ptowfes 3 d^biiof savce. 
Jomo PD 
e 0 1 6 7 6 5 3 3 4 6 7 
A two-siif selection costs the Mi re 05 ooc-wJc 
King Arthur's Domain, Brympton Cottage, 
Brunswick Road, Worthing, West Sussex 
BN1 1 3NO ~/ fax 0 1 9 0 3 2 0 6 7 3 9 

PD Fun 
- Duncan Tissard, Folly F a m , Cold Ashton, 
Chippenham, Wilts SN14 8JR 
A pcw:y o( 'no senoos softowe'. 
Prism PD 

• 13 Rodney Close, Bitton, Rugby CV22 7HJ 

Robot PD - 2 Trent Road, Oakham, Rutland LEI 5 6HF 

Robert Sparrow, 4 0 Dec Court, 
Kobbayne Road, Hanwell, London W 7 3RO 

Sheepsoft 
- 2 9 8 HoHon Road, Barry, South Wales. 
CF63 4HW e 0 1 4 4 6 7 0 0 7 3 0 

Datel - 0 1 7 8 2 7 4 4 7 0 7 

Microform (Fax no. ) 0 1 7 7 2 7 0 3 1 3 1 

Romantic Robot a 0 1 8 1 2 0 0 8 8 7 0 

• 2 9 8 Holton Road, Barry, South Wales 
CF6 6HW a O 1 4 4 6 7 0 0 7 3 0 

I n d i 

CampurSoft 
- 1 O Mcintosh Court, Wcllpark 
G31 2HW - 0 1 4 1 5 5 4 4 7 3 5 

, Glasgow 

CPC Southwest 

PL4 7 B X O W ! , , , , A V 
Dt M v M c y , P t y M O v f h 

S!dor (Xnoosl, X2.99 lUpe). 13.99 Whc). GwSJUtS p&yatfe to A 
Swmtxxnnf. 
DMP Software 
• 8 9 Wolverhampton Rood, Codsall, 
Wolverhampton W V 8 1 PL 
Send SAE fw calaVsgitc. 
Pacific Software 
- 3 7 Trimingham Drive, Bury, Lanes BLB 1JW 
Jechac3tym«»i \ x \ i t * . 
Radical Software, Brympton Cottage, Brunswick 
Road, Worthing, West Sussex BNT1 3NQ 
o/fax 0 1 9 0 3 2 0 6 7 3 9 

SD Microsystems 
? 0 1 9 5 3 4 8 3 7 5 0 

Sentinel Sof tware 
4 1 Enmore Gardens, East Sheen, London 
SW14 8RF c.mail : cs94rrw«38runcl.ac.uk 

" SIS titfci and a tew original pioducts 
Siren Software 
o 0 1 6 1 7 9 6 5 2 7 9 

Mail Order 
Trading Post = 0 1 9 5 2 4 6 2 1 3 5 

Trojan 0 1 5 S 4 7 7 7 9 9 3 

Wixard Games n/fax 0 1 7 2 3 3 7 6 5 8 6 , 
= 0 1 7 2 3 5 0 3 2 9 9 

Merl in-Serve, Brympton Cottage, Brunswick 
Road, Worthing, West Sussex BN11 3NQ 
-/fax 0 1 9 0 3 2 0 6 7 3 9 
Games for sate from 50p. Svraps VIM bay urw anted CPC stuff 

Software 
suppliers 
OJ Software " 0 1 2 5 7 4 2 1 9 1 5 

Computer Cavern n 0 1 6 2 8 891 101 

STS 
• 2 9 8 Holton Road, Barry, South Wales 
CF6 6HW «r 0 1 4 4 6 7 0 0 7 3 0 

Tronics North 
<x O I O 6 1 7 7 2 5 3 7 6 6 
• PO Box 7 4 1 9 , GarftuH, Oueonsland, 
Australia, 4 8 1 4 
I .urc '-itptcr of software .nd CPC My 

Upgrades/ 

4 7 - 4 9 Railway Road, Leigh, Lanes W N 7 4AA 
0 1 9 4 2 2 6 1 8 6 6 

Crystal X 
- 11 Vk i Vicarage View, Rcdditcb. Wore . B97 4RF 

UAUG (United Amstrad User Group) 
» 0 1 3 2 9 2 3 4 2 9 1 

WACCI n 0 1 2 4 4 5 3 4 9 4 2 
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the internet magazine 

Get wired 
for Sound 

Your complete guide to 
rock 'n' roll on the Net -

Miss it and your ears will 
never forgive you 

> p i u s : 

B e h i n d t h e sce nes 
a t Hackers, t h e n e w 

n t e r n e t m o v i e , a n d t h e 
a n s w e r t o t h e u l t i m a t e 

I n t e r n e t q u e s t i o n : 
is G o d o n t h e N e t ? 

t & i w w M 



F A N Z I N E S 

David Crookes thumbs the pages of another fanzine and 
thumbs his nose at its prose, presentation and 
and purpose, and advises on clip art. 

AW, 
to another place. Sadly. 

News 
The fanzine Another World (" the u l t imate d iscz ine for 
ser ious u s e r s T has c losed i ts d o o r s because, 
acco rd ing t o i ts ed i to r . R ichard Avery, it took t o o 
m u c h of his t ime 
and not many 
peop le b o u g h t it 
anyway. 

We never 
actual ly saw a 
c o p y but . by 
all accoun ts , it 
w a s g o o d , 
wh ich m a k e s it 
all the w o r s e 
that sales we re low. However . Richard reassures us 
that he hasn't lef t the CPC scene and wil l con t inue t o 
wr i te PO p r o g r a m s . 
Richard A v e r y . 3 5 M a r l b o r o u g h View. C o v e . F a m b o r o u g h . 

Hants G U 1 4 9 Y A . 

Derek Payne of CPC Manna f ame has a s k e d us t o 
give his 'zme a p lug. It c o s t s £ 1 . 5 0 . 
D e r e k P a y n e C P C M a n i a . 8 9 W o l v e r h a m p t o n R o a d . 

C o d s a l l , W o l v e r h a m p t o n W V 8 I P L 

REVIEW 
Eliminator 
Price: SOp 
EDITOR: J R Naylor 
ADDRESS: 1 4 Station Road, Riccall, 
York , North Y o r k * Y 0 4 6QJ 

How can y o u e l iminate a f a n z r e rev iewer m fewer 
than 2 0 seconds? Without us ing forcefu l means? 
e You publ ish a fanzine w i th only ten. s ingle-s ided 
pages and fill t h e m wi th n o t h f i g Dut rubbish. 
• You proudly c l a m that your fanzine is "be t te r than 
the rest " and just i fy th is by say ing it is bri l l iant 
because "our graph ic capabi l i t ies are g o o d " (which 
means they use s o m e pre t ty p ic tures wh ich should 
make the m a g wor th , ooh, hundreds of pounds) . Not 
only this bu t you emphas ise the ' ac t that y o u have 
b t s of fon ts and reckon that th is s ta tement means 
the fanzine is s o pr ice less that it should appear on 
the Ant iques Roadshow in a few years t ime. 
• You include a chea t page and dec ide not t o prmt 

any cheats . And. 
ge t th is : the 
reason why this 
page is. we8, 
e m p t y m our rev iew 
c o p y (we've been 

assu red the re 
wil l be cheats in the reader cop ies ) is 
that the Ehnvnator c r e w think AA 

nick t h e m . Right. T o m a k e a g o o d 
impress ion on a rev iewer , y o u don' t 
insinuate he's a th ief , d o you? 

If Eliminator we re anything but a 
fanzine, it wou ld be a se l f -dest ruct ing 
b o m b . A b o m b wi th a t ime l imit o f a round 

half a minu te and that def ini te ly doesn ' t m e a n that 
the m a g is dynami te . 

S o you tu rn the page t o take a gander at the 
con ten ts and wha t d o you find? A n impress ive hst of 
ar t ic les and a p rom ise o f 
"u l t imate p leasure . " Well e a c h 
to their o w n , I supoose . 
Anyway, to the rev iews . . . 

There are three 
scmti l latmgly, super lat ive 
p ieces of opcuon on Trtus The 
Fox, Street Gang Socce r and 
Cavemama. AM the rev iews are 

S o m e fanz ines d e c i d e t o have wa l l t o wal l t e x t 
a s o p p o s e d t o b r i g h t e n i n g t h i n g s u p w i t h a few 
p i c t u r e s . However , if y o u d o w a n t d r a w i n g s 
t h e n th i s is w h e r e c l i p a r t is a n abso lu te g o d 
a n d t h e r e a s o n why s o m e f a n z i n e e d i t o r s 
w o r s h i p t h i s so r t o f p ics . 

T h e b a l a n c e b e t w e e n c l i p a r t a n d t e x t has 
t o be s t r u c k t o a v o i d a n e x c e s s o f one t h i n g 
o v e r a n o t h e r . L i ke a lot o f o t h e r ' z ines . 
Eliminator, ( r e v i e w e d o n th i s p a g e ) has t o o 
m u c h c l i p a r t a n d th is has a n undes i rab le 
e f f e c t b e c a u s e i t s m a c k s o f laz iness . A n y b o d y 
c a n p r o d u c e a fanz ine l ike t h e o n e be low le f t i n 
u n d e r a n h o u r a n d peop le b e g r u d g e p a y i n g f o r 

s o m e t h i n g l i ke t ha t . 
But h o w d o y o u g o a b o u t 

m a k i n g y o u r o w n c l i p ar t? 
I f s easy . A l l y o u n e e d Is a 

g o o d a r t p a c k a g c a n d a c o p y o f 
Powerpage. D r a w y o u r i m a g e in 

MODE 2 us ing y o u r a r t p a c k a g e and . 
o n c e y o u ' r e h a p p y w i t h t h e resu l t , save 

i t a s a s c r e e n f i le . L o a d th is s c r e e n in to 
Powerpage and . us i ng SHIFT a n d COPY, d r a w 
a b o x a r o u n d t h e a r e a of t h e s c r e e n you want 
to b e c l i p a r t . Don ' t p ress SHIFT a n d COPY 
tw i ce , t h o u g h , a s th is w i l l p e r m a n e n t l y k e e p 
t h e box o n sc reen . 

O n c e y o u have a b o x a r o u n d t h e i m a g e , 
y o u n e e d t o ca l l u p t h e B l o c k m e n u a n d 
c h o o s e t h e c l i p a r t op t i on . The p r o g r a m asks 
y o u f o r t h e n a m e of y o u r c l i p a r t a n d t h e n 
saves i t as a .CUT f i le . 

Hey p r e s t o ! A p i e c e o f c l i p a r t r e a d y t o use . 

C H E A T P A G E ! 

T>« C>«*rs >*» VT afSX "»*£* tocu TV* AA mtvww 
S51X AS MS TM«#< THAT VOUWU M « TMM 

« t 90 FBOWOT THAT TW S »AOf '.VU K MO(t3 WTOI 
©«AT» IS TX *fA3C* tssw 

eliminator makes claims... 

E L x n x w R T D R F R M Z X W E ! 

F O R Y O U R 
A M S T R A D C P C f 

msvon/mwemi hxs/xm-ht 
fOUGHT BACK /710M THE NEVER ENOWS 

PfTSOfDOCW 
*t HAVE R£VKW5. 

CHEATS 
COUPETrf/CHS 

THE CHARTS 
ruTOfitAlS 

ASOULKHUUCHUOW 

BETTER THAN 

THE REST/ 

shor t and teJ you hardly anyth ing p ieasuraWe or 
•worth read ing . 

Then y o u turn t o the only o ther page of any real 
no te , the n e w s sect ion. This just te l ls you why 

. . .proves to be a 
'cheatscape', and 
doesn't del iver. 

Eliminator c l osed and 
subse<}uently r e o p e n e d (makes 
you wonder why they did the 
lat ter , though). That 's i t . I 'm 
afra id, bes ides a compet i t i on , a 
survey and someth ing about 
Star t ing a le t ters page (which 
w f l end up M l of compla in ts , 
I 'm sure). 

And desp i te the lavish 
c la ims of a good- look ing 'zine, 
the ed i tor has only p r o d u c e d an 
average o f fe r ing . Lo ts o f fon ts 
are used but unfor tunate ly this 
jus t c rea tes a sc rappy e f fec t . 

The size o f the text is far 
t o o txg and this f o r ces the 
amount o f w o r d s t o a page to 
z o o m d o w n rapid ly, dec reas ing 

the value for money . Stil l, if you ' re virtual ly bl ind, at 
least you' l l b e able t o read it. 

The d i p ar t is o f a very g o o d qual i ty, though. 
Shame i f s used only to waste space . 

On the o ther hand, the 'zme's blank s ides c o m e 
in d e a d handy for scr ibb l ing no tes on, but , save your 
5 0 p and g o halves on a lo t te ry t icket because then 
at least you 've g o t a chance of gaming a Mtte 
"u l t imate p leasure." 

Content: 1 0 % 
Appearance: 4 5 % 

Overal l : 3 5 % 

A rough 
guide 

to pictures 
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BASIC TUTORIAL 

• s i c a l l y 
F j C L K M r * m 

Are ' f i les ' a) something you 
send prisoners in a cake? 
Or, b) a method of storing 
information? Angela Cook 
and Rob Buckley answer in 
a multiple choice format. 

There are three types of files on the CPC: 
• p rog rams wri t ten in BASiC or Machine Code. 
v\4iich are normally cal led by using the 
RUN-FILENAME' command: 
• bmary data, wh ich is just a long list of data in byte 
format . This is normally used to save: (1) the 
Guatemalan spot ted t ree f rog, or (2) graphics and 
game in-'ormation. An example of this is how to load 
and save a screen. To save a full screen out type: 

SAVE "FILENAME',b.&COCO.&3FFF. 

To call it back on screen, 

LOAD'FILENAME'.B.&CCOO 

• another method of stor ing data - in a more 
ordered and readable fo rm than a straight b loc* of 
data, an j that is what this article concentrates on. 

Over the past few months you have been usrng: 
1 Oxyspot c ream. Or; 
2 str ings and variables, and seeing how these might 
be used in a database, word processor and even an 
adventure game. However, once the computer is 
switched of f you have lost all the information. 

Thankfully, the CPC being as fantastic as it is, 
gives you a saving ability. Try typ ng this - though be 

N i n e r e a s o n s N O T 
t o b e a p r o g r a m m e r 

1 You a rc con t rac tua l l y bound to wear a 
Mcta l l i ca T-Shi r t . 
2 You mus t g row you r hair rea l ly l ong (What 's 
w r o n g with that? - Simon). 

3 Your jeans develop holes wi th in days of you 
learn ing Assembly language. 
4 All p r o g r a m m e r s mus t b lush when t t ie 
oppos i te sex a r e ment ioned. 
5 When you go to par t ies , eve rybody avoids 
you. and y o u have to sit in the k i t chen te l l i ng 
anybody who passes abou t you r latest 
compress ion rout ine . 
6 Every th ing y o u d o becomes revo lu t ionary . 
For example , 'It 's a brand-new way of go ing to 
the t o i e t ! ' o r ' I t 's a new style of pa r k i ng I 've 
designed. Of f icer? 
7 Your face erup ts l ike Mount Vesuvius. 
8 Old ladies take pi ty on you and o f fe r you 
the i r seat on the bus. 
9 You mus t m a k e up a mean ing less 
p r o g r a m m i n g pseudonym fo r yourse l f . . 

sure to have a disc or tape to hand (with both the 1 stop. Or: 
Record and Play but tons pressed down). . 2 do the hoovering. 

A p r i l 1 9 9 5 A M S T R A D ACTION 

Type righting 
Check the p r o g r a m is co r rec t us ing 
TypeChecker . S e e A A l l 3 , page 17 . 

18 IKPOI'Wiat i s your nane";NaneJ 
28 OPENOUrNane.INF":PRINTi9,N»nef :CLOSEOUI 

Run this, and when the ready prompt appears, reset 
the machine (for a 'sof t reset ' hold down CONTROL 
and SHIFT, press ESCAPE), remind the tape and type: 

18 0PENIN"Nm. INF* : inpu t l9 , f i4ne t :CL0SEIN 
20 PftINTf3,Nanef 

All you have done here, is to save a piece of 
information. However, you can s tore whole l ists of 
information all in one file, and then can them back 
when needed, though you need to call them b3ck in 
the cor rec t order . For example: 

18 0PEN0UT 
"DAIA"iPRINII9,NAMES,ADDRESSt,POSTCODES,RECORP; 
CL0SE0UT 
20 OPENIN 
" M I A " :PRINI«9, POSTCODE*, RECORMANES, A5DRESSS: 
CLOSEIN 

When you run it, this p rogram causes an error , since 
you have tr ied to: 
1 bounce on the keyboard. Or; 
2 read back the data in line 20 in the wrong order. 
In other words , the INPU~a9 in line 2 0 should be 
fol lowed by the same data format : str ing, str ing, 
str ing and number . 

The cor rec t line is: 

20 OPENIN"DAIA":INPUII9,NAMES,A5DRESSS, 
POSTCODES,RECORD 

You may not ice that if you enter a line w h e h has 
used a c o m m a . (,) whatever came after it has been 
lost. This is due to the way that BASIC handles 
inputs, and to get around this, you have to replace 
both PR!NT#9 and INPUT with new commands. 

Firstly, replace all PRINTS9 with WRITE*9, 
NPUTS9 and INPUT with LINE INPUTS9 and LINE 
N P U T respectively. This s demonstrated in the 
short l isting below. 

•8 OPENOUrHeno" 
28 HRI IE I9 , " 

{This is a simple line, with a comma in i f f ) 

30 CLOSEOUT 
40 OPENIN'Peno" 
SO INPUIt9,AS:PRINT A l 
fO CLOSEIN 
TO OPENIN "Deno" 
88 LINE INPUII9,AS:PRIhI Al 
SO CLOSEIN 

Here's a small p rogram that lets you 
enter a name and telephone number, 
and cont inues until you tell it to: 

10 OPENOUriele" 
20 LINE INPl i r iUne";NaAeS:LINE INPUI"Telephone 
Nunber";TeleS 
30 HRIIEI I9,Nines,Tele! 
40 INPUT'Enter another <Y/N)" ;< t>: i f qS="y" or 
« « : • « • then 20 58 CL0SE0UI 

Once you have entered all your names, ycu can 
use this little program to search through and 
pick the right number, by enter ing the name 
required. 

10 OPEHIN-Tele' 
20 LINE INPUT"Please enter 
nane";HS:NSrllPPERS<NS) 
30 IF EOF THEN PRINT"N»ne & Nunber 
no found":CL0SEIN:END 
40 LINE INPUTS,NAMEIJELEt 
SO IF NS:UPPERS(NaneS)THEH 
PRINT" The nuiiber r equ i r ed 
i s ";TeleS:CL0SEIN:END 
60 GOTO 30 

In line 3 0 you use a funct ion 
cal led EOF, which is short 
for End Of File. 

When this becomes 
t rue it means you have 
read the last piece of 
information in the file 
and you close the 
opened file and 
end the routine, k 

Note that 
trying to read 
past the end 
of a file 
results m 
an error. 

NEXT M O N T H 
How to wr i te you r own eco log ica l l y - incor rec t * 
g a m e . . . How about I n te rna t i ona l Seal Cutt ing' 
o r 'Super Badger Ba i t i ng? Now that 's wo r t h 
£ 3 of anybody 's money . A l l that 's lef t t o say. 
is tha t the first person to send in the c o r r e c t 
answers to the above quest ions, wi l l win: 
1 an ad-expenses pa id t r i p to the Car ibbean. 
Or : 
2 noth ing. 



A m s t r a d G a m e s C a r t r i d g e s f o r t h e b l 2 8 ¥ / 4 b 4 * / 0 X 4 0 0 0 \ 
* N o Exit * Operat ion Thunderbo l t 
* Navy Seals * Sw i t ch Blade 
* Pro Tennis Tou r * Klax 
* Barbar ian I I * Robocop I I 
* Ba tman The Movie * Pang 

Al l games are unboxed/wi thout inst ruct ions at a special pr ice of £9.99 
Al l Ten Games At A Spccial Of fer Pricc of £74.99 
Amstrad 6128+/464+/GX4000 

Enforcer Cartr idge for the Tro jan Phazcr Gun £ 1-4.99 
Amst rad Burn in ' Rubber/ Loco Basic Cartr idge £19.99 
Amstrad 612S*.'464* Ins t ruct ion Manua l £14.99 
Amstrad 464+ Computer w i t h Stereo M o n o Mon i to r £125.00 
Amstrad 612SW464- keyboard membrane £12.99 
Amsl rad Paddle Control lers (6128-. '464*.'GX4000) £2.50 
Amstrad 6128+ Computer & M o n o Stereo Mon i t o r £160.00 
Amst rad C M 14 Colour Stereo Mon i t o r £125.00 
Amst rad M M 12 Mono Stereo Mon i t o r £65.00 
Amstrad 464+ Computer Console £65.00 

Amstrad 464 and 6128 General 
Amstrad 1.P1 L ight Pen and software for the 464 £19.99 
Amstrat l 464 Light Gun and games cassette (5 Games) £15.49 
Amsl rad 6128 Light Gun and games dusk (5 Games) £15.49 
Amstrad GT65 Green Screen Mon i t o r £65.00 
Amstrad 464 Cassette Tape Head Al ignment K i t £9.99 
Amst rad Cassette Head Tape Head Dcmagnet izcr £9.99 
Amstrad Pr inter Lead (34 Way Edge Connector to Centronic Plug)£9.99 
Amstrad JY2 Joystick £9.99 

Amsl rad 464 T e a c h Yourself Basic" Tu to r ia l Guide w i t h 2 Cassettes 
Part I £9.99 
Part 2 £9.99 
Amstrad 464 Circui t Boards complete P/N.Z70375 £34.99 
Amstrad 612S Cassette Leads £5.99 
y Disks (ex. software) Pack of 10 £ 15.00 
Amslrad Action Binders (Holds 12 copies of A.A) Chosce Blue or Red £4.99 
Amslrad Action Cheat Mode Book (Cover Issues 17-50) £4.99 

ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE. PACKING AND VAT. 
ALL ORDERS BY RETURN..CHEQUES/VISA/ACCESS/PO'S. 

m TRADING POST S 
VICTORIA ROAD, SHIFNAL, SHROPSHIRE TFll 8AF 

V TELEPHONE/FAX (01952) 462135 > 

DISC DRIVES 
3.5" Second disc drives for the CPC464/664/61 28. 

Top quality 'Panasonic' 3-5" drive mcchanism, 
includes Power Supply, Connecting Cable, Full 16 

page manual, Ramdos, Ramdisc + many more 
utilities. Format 800K per disc just like a PC, Amiga, 

Atari ST etc. The complete PLUG IN & G O 
solution, Ramdos is not + compatible. 

^ S U P E R B L O W P R I C K , O N L Y ) 

( £69.99!! j " " 

R0MD0S XL 
Superb high capacity disc operating system available 
on R O M or complete in its own R O M B O X ! Nothing 
else compares with these features: 

• Built in disc formatter • Very simple co use. 

• Built in file copying/erasing • Uses no user memory 

• Full 19 page printed manual • Auto detects format 

• Built in Sector/Directory Editor • 464/664/6128 compatible 

1 NORTH MARINE ROAO, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE V013 7EY. 
O P E N 6 D A Y S A W E E K 

T E L : 0 1 7 2 3 3 7 6 5 8 6 / 5 0 3 2 0 9 mimim Q 
iwoiTtTwrs t i w icotwoucx 

Nhy.sn.KT rowontNwcwB 
M M W fWXKXXlKtt* «MOSTxIWMBCH c i n IW VXXX bl CwCfCAnv<VSf/M3 TJOOK n̂StC ONKKXtO-UJ (W»«ST GA^CJTJUrtOW < most cun a n gcmn***} 
HO«A» ivt WOGWHSa VAWXM 0M»>K>CfttRf<H4«W K* tcoi lAvlt , 
ASCVM AKAKFVTMA0WI 
CAnu<nAj<T 
caosmx COWTKW55 awotwm MM MM) DWWW 
ctotnM*snii 
GUKAMGOOCK 
ovv-o f*x 
MTTOMS 
>3>»W MANA0ER 
MAHOUTOIinDKMO't 
Moroftotusoo 
PtSOPONO 

HSOCXtV S5M wtocwr t i r^Ncmt 
. » » VKHiOV. 
5 2 x n a e 

« » lAJTO.f. « » lOIUSUHfl.. wAsiro f j » mJCMKWT 
- « » 
tt» HAKOKUCC 

Cf.JO PROWiUS 
« • » ou*mon*«K 
W J 0 sumKtwwt CO %0 VltlUVA-rt .. two 
M J0 UC<IDSC<<M 
M.J0 WC«0SK*TS 
n.io 

SALE OFFER ANY 3 FOR 

iv*> Nwrmcvn t;« 
£1*9 SJOJS*! £IM UC0 MWM«S0UW £j*> 
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I R O M V E R S I O N O N L Y £14.99 1 
( Comple te I N R O M B O X only £24.99 ) 

A L S O A V A I L A B L E 

3.5" Discs On l y £7.50 for 10. 

Single Socket R O M B O X only £14.99 

P C - T R A N S , Transfer files f rom a C P C to a P C 

and vice versa. On l y £24.99 

RS232 Serial Interface. Can be used to 
connect the C P C to another computer, 
modem, serial printer etc. Ideal for use 
with Amstrad NC I00/200 (connecting 
cable available priced £9.99). Includes 

built in R o m software. 
N E W L O W P R I C E £29.99. 

Please add £5-00 postage and packing to 
all disc drive orders. Other orders please 

add £1.00. Al l major credit cards accepted. 
Immediate despatch for credit card orders. 

Siren Software, 178 Bury N e w Road, 
Whitef ie ld, Manchester M 4 5 6 Q F 

Tel : 0161 796 5279 
Fax 0161 796 3208 
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Professional |uggler of paragraphs and 
whizz with words Angela Cook checked the 
performance of three CPC WP packages. 

The cl idBenge w a s t o find a dcccn t w o r d p rocesso r that w a s easy t o 
use for the who le family, wh ich had g o o d product ion qual i ty, a spel l 
checker , because I can't spel l fl res is ted the u rge t o m i s s p e l everyth ing m 

t l iat sen tence o n purpose) , and wh ich was a lso value for money . S o now it is no t 
a bat t le of the sexes, but a bat t le of t l ic w o r d p rocesso rs . 

M e e f the contestants 
The three ma in contes tan ts a rc : 
• BrwtWord ( rev iewed in M l 14); 
• Prolcxl (what WACCI are a lways rav ing about) and; 
• Tasword (because it c a m e highly r e c o m m e n d e d I r om a Ihend). 

Tea sword 
In mos t people 's v iews. Tasword has been one of the 
lesser w o r d p rocesso rs , b e n g shadowed by g iants 
such as Profexf and BrunWord ( remember to turn to 
page 20 lor you r chance to win a c o p y of the 
BrunWord Marie U ROM Module - Ed). 

. . . i t is not a batt le of the 
sexes, but a batt le of Hie 
word processors 

A \%ti8e back , when T im Norr is was Ac t ing Edi tor . 
S imon Forrester was stia Staff Wri ter . AA had m o r e 
pages, MJC Supplies was stil l a round, and there was a 
chance o f Street Fighter tl be ing released on the CPC 
(AA91). Tasword 4 6 4 was p lonked o n t o the A m s t r a d 
Ac t ion cover tape . 

Tas-it approval 
Very n ice of Tasman So f tware that was . it gave an 
insight in to what Tasword 6128 wou ld be * e . N o w 
that I have i t the first thmg that s t ruck m e about 

Tasword. was what a del ic ious sc reen it had It was 
order ly , not con fused , and the overa l l des ign appea led 
t o m e . You can choose your o w n co lours fo r a s tar t . 
A lso, there is a w indow (an area of text ) at the t op of 
the screen, wh ich g ives you s o m e of the explanat ions 
of keypresses available. You can scrol l th rough this, 
or o o t t o see the who le lot in one go . You can a lso 
l u :n it o f f . t o make r o o m for m o r e text o n screen 

Tasword a lso has a handy little sys tem, whereby, 
if you have caps lock on. the s ta tus bar at the b o t t o m 
of the sc reen is a lso in uooer-case. a n d so on . 

Tasword is ex t remely easy to use and. hke bo th 
BrunWord and Protext. c o m e s w i th a tu tor file t o teach 
you the con t ro ls and a lso how t o use the package 
o u c k l y and easdy. 

One th ing I never rea l ised until recent ly is that 
Tasword pu ts a hard re turn at the end of e a c h line. 

I am definitely of the 
v iew that Tasword is a 
giant after al l 

This makes it d r f f i c i i t t o t ransfer t o other w o r d 
p r o c e s s o r s [not that you would want t o - Tasman 
Software) or OTP packages (desk t o p publ ishing, such 

T A S - S P E L L 

T h e S p e l l i n g C h c < k c r 

tj.m*" iotiwtn r .oq '-" 

/ t a W . r f C K W . W U l M 

as S top Press, M i c ro Des ign or Richard 
Fairhurst 's PowerPage 128). 

Another th ing wh ich p leased m e on 
lasword. ts the m e n u opt ion for loading, 
sav«ig a n d other th ings. This is ext remely wel l 
executed, a n d simple: one of the many g o o d 
points of the p rog ram. However , you can't f it 
a l that m u c h n m e m o r y , so your documen ts 
a rc hmited t o how m u c h is left in RAM after 
Tasword has taken its cut . Protext o n d isc a lso 
su f fe rs , bu t the ROM vers ion d o e s n ' t oor d o e s 

A p r i l 1 9 9 S A M S T R A D ACTIOIU 



WORD PROCESSING ( J ) 

machine a few ye3rs before, and Amsword was 
around at the same t ime! 
Microword 
Microword is a p rog ram that acts a bit l ike 
WordStar, under C P / M V3.0. It uses some of the 
WordStar commands. In fact. I have found that 
most word processors are based on WordStar 
(Perhaps this is bccause WordStar was one of the 
first word processors, and was pret ty darned good 
In them days too). 

Microword also has a rather crude database, 
but it shows that somebody d id give some thought 
to its design. 
NewWord 2 
Ne#Word 2 is a PCW-bascd p rog ram which is 
simi lar to WordStar (perhaps not surprisingly, as it 
was p rogrammed by the same people). NevWord 
is a more pol ished version though, and has 
ovcrcomc some of the dif f icult ies found on 
WordStar. It is a pretty powerful program, and 
relat ively easy to get used to. 

W h e r e t o g o . . . 
Arnor Ltd (Protcxt, £29 .38 , disc only,) Lincoln 
Road, Peterborough PE1 3HA 
» 0 1 7 3 3 6 8 9 0 9 / f a x 0 1 7 3 3 6 7 2 9 9 
INTERESTING FACT: Arnor produced the 
AMSTRAD NC-100 and NC-200 software 
(oxcopt the spreadsheet and game). 
Brunnlng Software: [BmnWord ROM Mark III 
Module, £63) 138 The Street. Litt le Clacton, 
Clacton-on-sea, Essex C 0 1 6 9LS 
* 0 1 2 5 5 8 6 2 3 0 8 . 9am-5pm 
INTERESTING FACT: a PCW version of 
BrunWord was begun, but never finished. 
CampurSoft : ProPrint [Protext enhancer), 
£ 1 4 . 9 9 disc ROM £24 .99 ) 10 Mcintosh Court. 
Wel lpark, Glasgow G31 2HW 
tr 0 1 4 1 554 4 7 3 5 / f a x 0 1 4 1 2 2 7 4 4 8 6 
INTERESTING FACT: there are a things afoot.. . 
Tasman Software: [Tasword 6128, £29 .95 . 
Tas-spe/J, £24 .95 . both disc only), Springf ield 
House, Hyde Terrace, Leeds LS2 9LN 
w 0 1 1 3 2 4 3 8 3 0 1 

INTERESTING FACT: AMSTRAD approached 
Tasman to producc Amsword even before the 
4 6 4 was released. 
NewStar Software Ltd (NewWord, £ 4 9 . 9 5 exel 
VAT) Kenwood House, Waltham Road, 
Boreham, Essex CM3 3AX 
® 01245 4 6 5 5 0 5 / f a x 0 1 2 4 5 4 6 5 5 1 5 

W o r d a s s o c i a t i o n s 
Okay, so obviously Tasword. Protext and 
BrvnWord a re not the only word processors 
available for the CPC. Look out. also, for . . . 
Mini Off ice II 
Mini Office is. technical ly speaking, an integrated 
package, and among other things contains a word 
processor. It's not all bad. 

Mini Off icc II is qui te a good al l-round package, 
should you see it second-hand {check out the AA 
classif ieds sect ion on p3ge 15). then it might be 
wor th grabb ing it. 
MicroScr ipt 
MicroScript isn't wor th the space i t occupies. It's 
only worth is the rush you get when you pul l the 
plug out. None of the keypresses have anyth ing to 
do with their funct ion. Perhaps I a m being a bit 
tough on i t (it is ten years o ld af ter all), but I don't 
thmk so. WordStar was running on the 64K Cortex 

BrunWord 
Snce I wrote about the BrunWord EWe ROM Mark 
Iff (AA114. page 18). it has been updated. For the 
full lowdown read that review but here is an update 
on the new features. 

BrunWord is extremely fast and efficient. The 
self-contained ROM modules are even better 
because of the extra resident memory, which is 
equal to haying a s * c o n disc hitched on the back 
of your keyboard. Obviously BrunWord offers all 
the normal controls you would expect f rom a good 
word processor, for example: 
• justify; 
• co lunns: 
• marking text: 
• cut and paste; 
• delete word or sentence; 
• embedded control codes; 
and the list goes on.. . 

Spell check it out 
The spefl checker is an essential part of any word 
processor: what is the poait of having one rf it 
can't spell, or can't at least tell you when your 
spelling is wrong? 

The good thing about 
Info-Script, is that you 
don ' t have to leave 
the program 

BrunSpet. (he SrunWord spell checker is 
extremely fast (unlike Protexfs Prospefl - see 
overleaf). BrunSpell has over 33 .000 words in 
memory, and the option t o make up a custom 
dictionary, r which you might save your 
name and address, or any words 
which you use. and are not already 
in the doctionary. such as. 
'Pneumonoultramicroscopic 
sriicovoJcanocomosts". which is 
the longest word in the Oxford 
English Dictionary. 

So if you are using those 
types of words, you want to be 
able to save them: wtoch 
you can do ii a l debonaries. 

One of the Uwgs that 
BrunSpell has over ProspeW. is t l « t you can 
choose to TRANSFER the correct word, so you 
don't have to type it yourself. 

Info-Script 
This is the BrunSpell database. Here you can 
redefine your records to bow you want them, for 
example to include as many fields as you see 
necessary, and you can also display all of the 
records at one time, if you want to. 

You can also zap your records mto the 
BrunWofd word processor for your letter or 
whatever it is you are writing. The good thing 
about Info-Script, is that you don't have to leave 
the program to do it. so there's no hassle with 
having to save everything, and so on. 

About the size of it 
BrunWord has lots of fonts of all deferent 

sizes and shapes. An 8 Bit Printer Status 
Port comes with the package. You plug 

this and then the printer cabie into your 
printer port hole. This acts as a 
communicating device for your printer. 
One of the best features is the Script 
f o r t , which links characters like *o' and 
a 'c' as you would do in normal 

handwnt rg . This grves a unique and 
excellent effect, and one which adds 

prestige to your work. 

r 

BruniVord because it's also only available ROM. 
I always had the impression that Tasword was a 

cheap piece of software that didn't rea>y pustify its 
existence. Now I am definitely of the view that Tasword 
is a giant after aS. and that it is comparable to both 
Protext and BrunWord. with almost as many good 
quality features. The only thing which lets it down, is 
Fas-spelt I mentioned this to Robin Thomson, Director 
of Tasman Software, and even he groaned: "Ohhh yes." 

A bit of a bad spell 
This speii checker sucks. It recognises a misspelt word, 
but won't suggest an alternative. K you CHANGE your 
word, you then have to go back into the speller to carry 
on, as you do in BrunWord. The 'dictionary' comes on a 
disc. 464 one side. 6 1 2 8 the other. Get the wrong side 
t i . and you've had it. you just can't get back to your 
work: you have to re-do the lot. 

8y all means invest in Tasword. but forget about 
Tas-speU. I feel sure you could get a PD equivalent which 
suggests words for you. 

A p r i l 1 9 9 S A M S T R A D ACTIOIU 



0 WORD PROCESSING 

What is a 
word 

processor 
• S imply pot: a word processor 

>is a g lor i f ied typewr i te r . 
Wi th a typewr i te r , the 

symbo l on the key you press 
k " " i s what comes out on paper . 
S You have to get every th ing r ight , or 

you go th rough reams of paper . Don't 
bel ieve what the adverts te l l you ei ther, 

a t yped j ob appl icat ion with co r rec t i on 
f lu id a l l over it wi l l not ge t you the job . A 

word processor , basical ly, a l lows you to edi t 
(change or co r rec t ) any par t of the tex t you 

want , to s tore and save you r f i les and re t r ieve 
t h e m aga in . 

With a decent word 
processor you can add 

fon ts (d i f ferent styles of 
wr i t ing) , a d d IflBltoJft enhancements such as 
bold, ital ic and under l ine 

and change the 

4 size o f wr i t ing 
and so on. 

So. ge t a 

yword processor 
and th row away 

the typewr i te r . 

"Some people just 
cannot learn from 

1 In the 
beginning... 

I use Protext. To wr i te m y ar t ic les for AA I s tar t by 
bash ing out a rough ar t i c le on the CPC, then use 
2 / n I ( £19 .99 f r o m CampurSof t ) to t rans fe r it to 
Protext on m y PC. I then edi t it f o r a few m o r e 
days, spel l check it severa l thousand t imes then 
ASCII save (Amer ican Standard Code for 
In fo rmat ion In terchange) it to d isc, and hur t le it in 
the genera l d i rec t ion of AA Towers. (Why don't 
you do the whole th ing on the CPC? - AA readers) 
Because last t ime I d id that it c rashcd all the 
co m p u te r s at Future Publ ishing! Happy? (Deathly 
s i lence f r o m the AA readers. ) 

mode type HELP and list 
of commands appears 

I have been u s n g Protext for a number of 
years, so I am reasonably accus tomed to 
it, but still have never read the manual. It 
sits at the bot tom of my drawer n case 
someone near m e doesn't know -what to do. 

A wise lad)- once said to me: 
"There are some people who just cannot 
learn f r om manuals." 
and she's right. Some manuals are wr i t ten in 
the expectat ion that you have a degree in 
scientific notat ion, vrttfe others are so 
ambiguous that you want to forget about the 

1 protext. 

program straight away. Therefore. I am pleased 
to be able to report , that the manual of Protext 
(and its accompanying software modules) is not in 
the least bit like either of these examples. 

Instead, the Protext manual is thoughtfully 
wr i t ten, easy to understand, and has both an index 
and helpful glossary: something which the 
BrunWord and Taswwdmahua fe lack. 

Protext has a t idy screen and is available for 
green or colour moni tors, alternatively you can 
define your own colours. 

E3E33ZS 
Protext has several modes. For example, press 
ESCAPE to enter command mcde. then type your 
command. Here's where it gets a little t r icky. . . 

if you are a ne.v user of Protext (or BrunWord 
and Tj&Mrtft. you won't know all the commands 
straight away. So, while in command mode, just 
type HELP, and, lo and behold, a list of commands 
appears, which let you know what to type to do 
what you want to do. 

The other main modes of Protext are 
document, in which you type your award-winning 

book, complaint letter or whatever; 
f N p rogram mode, "m which you can type 

your own program, then use H 
* in ;8AStC. • I 

As wTth all wo rd I ! 
processors, it is easy to jump f I 
f rom one end of your H ' 
document to the other. You w / H ! 
can also cut and paste using ^ q ^ H E 
block markers: set your margins; j 
make a page jump: everything is done ',i 
wi th in-built cont ro l codes which are L • 
simple to remember in Protext. (as indeed H i 
they are in Tasword and BrunWord). ^Hm 

You can also SET PRINT opt ions. ^ H ! 
Whether you want continuous printing. ; _ 
Near Letter Quality, page numbers, 
headers, footers, page length, margins, and so on. 
defining what you want printed, as you can in 
BrunWord and Tasword. 

Protext on disc is fine. It is Protext after all: the 
foundations of one of the best CPC word 
processors available. It does not have all the fancy 

Pro-active 
Protext A PCW User's Guide. £ 1 4 . 9 5 , e x e l 
p&p. by Pro tex t exper t Rob Ainsley (who once 
ed i ted, and sti l l con t r ibu tes to AA's sister m a g , 
PCW Plus). ISBN 0 - 6 3 2 - 0 2 5 6 4 - 6 . This book Is 
good fo r the CPC, too . Compute r Bookshop 
Ltd. 5 0 James Road, Tyseley, B i rm ingham 
B l l 2BA rr 0 1 2 1 7 0 6 6 0 0 0 . 

^ commands of other versions for other 
| W formats, and does not come with a spell 
' J J checker or mail merge, as the CP/M 
^ y version does. 

r With the CP/M version of Protext. you 
r must make up a working version of it at the 

beginning, but once you have gone through this 
long and tedfcws process, it is done, and you can 
get on with your Protext fcfe. For the extra few quid 
you have to spend on this one (£4 .95 to be exact), 
you might as we* get i t , because it o f fe rs many 
more advantages over the first version. 

The Protext ROM (read only memory) is a 
chip, in the same fashion as a game < 
cartr idge, and has to be the best of a " 
the Arnor versions. 

It si ts in a fittte black box at the 
back of your keyboard wait ing for you t o 
c a i upon it's services. Mind you. the spefc 
checker and s o on costs extra. 
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Reader ads 
FOR SALE 

M a n y A m s t r a d t a p e g a m e s f o r sa le . O l d 
c l a s s i c s . SAE t o D a v i d B a r n s b y , 1 0 Church i l l 
R o a d , Ear l s B a r t o n , N o r t h a n t s , N N 6 OPQ. 
C P C 4 6 4 c o l o u r m o n i t o r , 3 - i nch d i s c d r i v e . 6 4 K 
R A M p a c k . D M P 2 0 0 0 p r i n t e r . A l l m a n u a l s , 
j o y s t i c k , b lank t a p e s , d i s c s , P r o t e x t d i s c s , s p a r e 
r i b b o n . £ 2 0 0 o n o . 
» 0 1 4 3 5 8 6 4 9 1 5 (eves) . 
B o x o f 4 0 , C P C 3 - i nch d i s c s , a l l w i t h g a m e s o n 
t h e m £ 6 C ® 0 1 7 0 9 8 9 6 8 2 1 (eves) . 
A m s t r a d c o l o u r C P C 6 1 2 8 a n d l o a d s o f d i s c 
a n d t ape s o f t w a r e . ROMs, b o o k s a n d h a r d w a r e . 
SAE f o r l is t . J o h n M c N a l l y , 1 5 S e l w y n D r i ve , 
Ha t f ie ld , H e r t s A L I O 9 N H . 
C P C 4 6 4 k e y b o a r d , £ 3 0 . M e m o r y e x p a n s i o n 
£ 2 0 . G.A.C. £ 1 0 . C a s s e t t e g a m e s f r o m £ 2 . 4 6 4 
m a n u a l £ 1 0 . I n t e r e s t e d ? 3 1 Or ie l H o u s e , 
B l a c k c a t C l o s e , C h e l m s l e y W o o d , 
B i r m i n g h a m B 3 7 5DG. 

C P C E M U runs A m s t r a d s o f t w a r e on a n IBM-PC. 
R e q u i r e s 5 8 6 S X 3 3 , VGA, H D D . Dav id C a n t r e l 
» 0 1 4 2 4 2 2 1 0 1 5 (et ies. Mon-Thu rs ) . 
M a g a z i n e s : AA ( 56 ) . ACU (20 ) , CV/TA (8) , 
b i nde rs . S o f t w a r e : M i c r o S c r i p t . M a s t e r C a l c , 
M i c r o P e n , DEVPAC, S c r e e n D e s i g n e r . All v / i th 
m a n u a l s . B o o k s : A m s t r a d O m n i b u s , d i s c s y s t e m , 
d a t a b a s e s , w 0 1 9 4 2 2 1 1 0 5 3 . 
G a m e s g a l o r e , far tc-o m a n y t o m e n t i o n . 
L o a d s o f s p e c i a l o f f e r s . SAE t o A lasda i r 
S t e w a r t , A p p i n C o t t a g e , A r d l e r b y B l a i r g o w r i e . 
P e r t h s h i r e P H I 2 8 S Y . 
A m s t r a d C P C / 6 1 2 8 a n d c o l o u ' m o n i t o r w i t h 
d o t m a t r i x p r i n t e r . I nc l udes Mini Of f i ce II o n d s i c . 
G a m e s inc lude L e m m i n g s . M y t h , R o d l a n d . D i z z y 
a n d m o r e A l s o b lank d i s c s . E v e r / t h i n g £ 1 0 0 . 
» 0 1 9 1 3 7 2 2 5 5 7 . 
A m s t r a d 4 6 4 Plus a n d c o l o u r m o n i t o r , m o r e 
t h a n 5 0 g a m e s . E x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . Only £ 1 0 0 . 
« 0 1 5 8 0 7 1 5 1 1 6 . 
6 1 2 8 P l u s . 4 6 4 CPC Plus, C T M 6 4 4 c a k j u r 
m o n i t o r . J o y s t i c k s , g a m e s , £ 1 2 0 . N o o f f e r s . H B 
Jenk ins , 5 9 H e ' m i t a g e R o a d , D a r t m o u t h , D e v o n 
T Q 6 9 T D w 0 1 8 0 3 8 3 5 4 0 3 
S p e c t r u m g a m e s fo r sa le . For l is t w r i t e t o c / o 
9 4 L a n g f o r d R o a d , M a n s f i e l d , N o t t s N G 1 9 6 Q E 
C P C 6 1 2 8 c o l o u r , s e c o n d d r i ve , m o d u l a t o r , 
R S 2 3 2 a i x l c o n t r o l i n t e r f a c e s , m o u s e . M u l t i f a c e , 
2 j o y s t i c k s , 5 0 + g a m e s , t a p e p l a y e r , D R G r a p b , 
D R D r a w . D R C B a s i c , DRPasca l , S u p e r c a ! c 2 , 
A A 2 0 - 9 9 . m a n u a l s , b o o k s , £ 1 7 5 . Bay l i s s 
» 0 1 7 3 4 7 8 2 6 4 2 . 
B l a n k 3 - i n c h d i s c s . 3 0 fo r £ 1 5 . A l s o M u l t i f a c e II 
£ 1 5 J o n a t h a n « 0 1 5 0 2 5 1 8 7 7 3 (a f t e r 3 . 3 0 p m ) . 
C P C 4 6 4 .vith g r e e n s c r e e n , m o n i t o r , m a n u a l , 
j o y s t i c k , 2 0 c o p i e s o f AA w i t h c o v e r t a p e s . £ 8 0 
O . N . O . « 0 1 8 1 8 4 5 2 0 3 7 . 
C P C 4 6 4 , c o l o u r m o n i t o r a n d k e y b o a r d . 8 0 p l u s 
g a m e s , 2 j o y s t i c k s , 1 8 p lus c o p i e s of AA . D e s k 
o p t i o n a l . Va lued at £ 3 5 0 b u t w i l l sell f o r £ 2 5 0 . 
Barga in ! E d w a r d G i b b s , Fa i r a c r e s , G o u d h u r s t 
Road , M a r d e n , T o n b r i d g e , Ken t T N I 2 9JY. 
* 0 1 6 2 2 8 3 2 1 1 5 . 
G a m e s f o r s a l e . All o n o n e t a p e . All l e s s t h a n 
£ 1 e a c h . SAE f o r f u r t h e r de ta i l s t o D a n B r o o k , 8 
B a g u l e y D r i ve , U n s w o r t h , Bu ry B 1 9 8 H S . 
G a m e s a n d P D o n t a p e s fo r C P C 4 6 4 . SAE f o r 
l i s t t o G a r t S m e t h e r s , 1 3 M e a d o w C l o s e . 
C o n o n l e y , W Y o r k s B D 2 0 8 L 2 . 
C P C 6 1 2 8 v / i th c o l o u r m o n i t o r , 3 .5 - i nch d r i v e , 
CMP 2 0 0 0 p r i n t e r , c a s s e t t e p l a y e r , s o f t w a r e 
( P r o t e x t . M a s t e r C a l c e t c ) , a d v e n t u r e g a m e s , 
l e m m i n g s , H e r o Q u e s t a d m o r e . M a g a z i n e s (AA 
a n d c o v e r t a p e s , m a n u a l s a n d b o o k s . £ 2 5 0 
W 0 1 9 2 5 7 6 2 1 3 9 . 
S o f t 9 6 8 £ 2 2 , L a s e r bas i c ( tape- £ 1 2 , Lase r 
c o m p r ' e ( d i sc i , £ 9 , E l i te Go ld ( t ape ) £ 9 . a n d 

m o r e . Kev in H e y w o o d 1 8 S inc la i r Ave , B a n b u r y 
O x o n 0 X 1 6 7 D W . 
A m s t r a d c o l o u r C P C 1 2 8 . l o a d s of d i s c / t a p e 
s o f t / h a r d w a r e , R O M s , b o o k s . SAE: J o h n McNa l l y . 
1 5 S e l w y n D r i ve . Ha t f ie ld . H e r t s A L I O 9 N H . 
I n e e d a ROM B o a r d w i t h P r o t e x t a n d P r o S p e i l . 
9 0 1 2 8 8 3 2 1 3 4 8 Pau l (a f te r 6 p m ) . 
C P C 4 6 4 c o l o u r , 6 1 2 8 c h i p . D D I d r i v e , 
m j l t i f a c e 2 . D K T r o r e c s a d d - o n m e m o r y , m a n u a l s , 
g a m e s . £ 1 0 0 . B u y e r c o l l e c t s o r p a y s p o s t a g e . 
Phil A n d r e w s , S t e p p e s C o t t a g e . K i m b o l t o n . 
H e r e f o r d H R 6 OHD. 
C P C 4 6 4 c o l o u r m u l t i f a c e II. j o y s t i c k s , L i g h t p e n , 
AA c o v e r t s p e s , 4 3 g a m e s . Mini O f f i c e 2 , 
A s s e m b l e r , V ien tex t , A m s o f t S o f t w a r e , 6 yea rs " 
w o r t h o f AA/ACU m a g a z i n e s , b lank t a p e s , 
c o m p u t e r d e s k , o r i g i na l 
p a c k a g i n g / d o c u m e n t a t i o n . £ 1 5 0 . 
' 0 1 4 2 4 7 7 5 6 0 (Han ts ) . 
C P C 6 1 2 8 c o l o u r m o n i t o r , TV t u n e r , j o y s t i c k , 
£ 1 5 0 a l s o s e r i o u s s o f t w a r e b o o k s a n d g a m e s e g 
M a s t e r f i l e , T a s w o r d , U t o p i a e t c . £ 7 e a c h , 
® 0 1 6 2 1 7 8 2 1 4 7 a n y t i m e . 
G a m e s a l l b o x e d o r i g i na l s . A p p r o x 5 0 o n t ape 
a n d o n d i s c . £ 3 5 t o g e t h e r . AJso ava i lab le 
s e p a r a t e l y . Pe te r * 0 1 6 1 4 8 5 1 8 5 4 . 
4 3 Amstrad Actions, 2 3 c o v e r t a p e s . 2 9 ACU 's 
a n d 1 3 W A C C L ' s . £ 5 0 t h e l o t . o r m a k e a n o f f e r . 
G a r y ® 0 1 8 1 8 0 6 8 2 3 4 . 
D i s c a n d c a s s e t t e c o m p i l a t i o n s / s i n g l e g a m e s 
f o r C P C 4 6 4 , 8 0 g a m e s . £ 3 5 inc l p & p . C Rees . 
6 6 M isk in Road . M i d G l a m o r g a n , C F 4 0 2 Q W . 
C P C 6 1 2 8 m o n o , c o m p r e h e n s i v e o u t f i t , 3 . 5 - i n c h 
d r i v e , F D 1 . R O M b o x , ROMs. 2 5 6 K R a m p a c k , 
M u l t i f a c e . m o d u l a t o r , m o u s e , R S 2 3 2 i n t e r f a c e , 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s o f t w a r e , m a n u a l s , e x t r a s £ 1 2 0 o r 
s e p a r a t e . B r e w e r « 0 1 3 4 4 4 8 7 9 4 8 9 . 

'Bazaar' but true - if you want it, 
come and get it! The Ail bargain 
basement is open lor business. 

C r u s a d e ) o r buy . L e e C ieary , 2 0 A c a c i a A v e n u e , 
M a l t b y Nr R o t h e r h a m . S Y o r t s S 6 6 8 D S . 
F o r m u s i c m a c h i n e , s o f t w a r e on ly w a n t e d fo r 
A m s t r a d 6 1 2 8 . On d i sc . P lease help. Chr i s 
Bo l l as . P O B o x 1 C 0 1 0 A t h e n s G r e e c e . 
E P Y X S u p e r C y c l e . o n A m s t r a d CPC 6 1 2 8 d i sc . 
Wi l l p a y c a s h o r s w a p f o r o n e o f h u n d r e d s o f 
g a m e s ( c a r t s / d i s c s A a p e s / s p e c t r u m ) . 
J a m e s » 0 1 2 5 6 8 8 0 5 5 7 (a f te r 4 p m ) . 
S i m C i t y f o r 6 1 2 8 + . 
P a t r i c k a 6 5 5 6 2 . ( N o r t h e r n I re land. ) 
T h e P r o g r a m p a t i e n t s f o r A m s t r a d 6 1 2 8 . 
M r / M r s B u t l e r » 0 1 3 3 4 4 7 8 8 1 7 . 
A m s t r a d m a n u a l f o r D M P 3 2 5 0 p r i n t e r . 
HJ S m i t h . 8 Elg in R o a d , S o u t h a m p t o n , H a n t s 
S 0 1 5 1JP v 0 1 7 0 3 6 3 9 9 1 8 . 

USER GROUPS 
E s t a b l i s h e d u s e r g r o u p . N o n p r o f i t m a k i n g . 
S u p e r b r a n g e o f s e r v i c e s . PD , d i s c o u n t s , a d v i c e , 
c o n t a c t s , s e c o n d h a n d h a r d / s o f t w a r e . SAE t o 
CCC(AA), B o x 1 2 1 , G e r r a r d s C r o s s , B u c k s S L 9 
9 J P ® 0 1 7 5 5 8 8 4 4 7 3 . 

F r e e P D ! S e n d d i s c / t a p e PD (no t f r o m A A 
c o v e r t a p e ) f o r f r e e PD. Eag le PD, 2 1 D a r e B a n k 
Ave . C r e w e , C h e s h i r e C W 2 8 A E . Or ig ina l 
s o f t w a r e p r e f e r r e d . P r o m p t r e t u r n s . 
F r e e s o f t w a r e ! 2 5 p s t a m p a n d d i s c / t a p e t o 
M a y b r c o k S o f t w a r e , 9 5 H u m b e r s t o n e R o 3 d , 
L u t o n L U 4 9 S R f o r f r e e c o v e r t a p e . l o g a n d 
p r o g r a m l ist . 

a r / n l J u 

A n y P D s o f t w a r e (d isc-on ly) f o r P D l ib ra ry . Wi l l 
r e t u r n 1 / 4 of a l l c o n t r i b u t i o n s . A lex , 3 0 G r i t s t o n e 
Road. M a t l o c k . D e r b y s D E 4 3ED. 
E l i t e f o r A m s t r a d C P C 4 6 4 c a s s e t t e on ly . Wi l l 
g i ' .e y o u e i the r I ka r i 
W a r r i o r o r B a t m a n . 
Ben •= 0 1 4 8 8 6 8 2 3 5 4 
( 5 p m - 9 p m ) . 
G a m e s o n d i s c s . A l so 
t a p e t o d i sc c o p i e r s 
a n d a d v e n t u r e g a m e s . 
Wi l l b u y o r s w a p . I h a v e 
l o t s o f g a m e s o n d i sc a n d 
t a p e . Bil l B u c h a n a n , 6 5 
C a r r Ba rn B r o w . C l a y t o n 
B r o o k . P r e s t o n 
P R S 8 L D * 6 2 0 3 8 1 . 
S i m C i t y , S u p e r 
C a u l d r o n , D o u b l e D r a g o n 
1. A l so se l l ing s o m e 
g a m e s . He lp f o r 
P r e h i s t o r i c 2 w o u l d b e 
a p p r e c i a t e d . M e i r i o n 
a 0 1 2 2 2 7 0 9 2 8 9 . 
M a n u a l f o r A m s t r a d 
p r i n t e r D M P 2 0 0 0 . F Pau l , 
1 5 - 6 M u r r a y b o r n G r o v e . 
E d i n b u r g h E H 1 4 2 P G 
a 0 1 3 1 5 3 8 3 9 6 6 . 
T a p e s o n l y f o r 4 6 4 . A n y 
quan t i t y bu t m u s t b e 
r e a s o n a b l y p r i c e d . S 
C o l i nson . 6 0 N o r t h 
P a r a d e . S t e a f o r d . L i nes . 
W a n t e d o n c a s s e t t e 
El i te f o r C P C 4 6 4 . GAC 
m a n u a l . S w a p 
( H e r o q u e s t , S p a c e 

U r g e n t ! P e n p a l s w a n t e d . A g e d 1 6 a n d o v e r . 
M / F - A n y c o m p u t e r t y p e . S w a p g a m e s o r c h a t . 
B a r b a r a . 5 C l o u g h v i e w D o a g h Road , Ba l l yc l a re , 
C o . A n t r i m . N I re land B T 3 9 9 E P . 

r A M S T R A D ACTION ~ 
FREE READER A D FORM 
W a n t some software? W a n t to get r id of something? Y o u ' r e 
in the r ight place. Fill in the detai ls fn the box be low - one 
word to one box - and send It to: Reader Ads, Amstrad 

Action, 3 0 Monmouth Street , Bath Avon BA1 2 B W . 

Your n a m e 

Your address 

P o s t c o d e 

For sale • W a n t e d C User groups Z Services Other 

A p r i l 1 9 9 5 A M S T R A D ACTION 
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A p l u g l o r t h e g a p ! 
* R i c h a r d Fa i rhu rs t is t h e a u t h o r o f 
RoutePlanner. t h e r o u t e gu ide . £ 1 9 . 9 5 f r o m 
Sent ine l So f twa re . 4 1 E n m o r e Ga rdens . 
East Sheen. L o n d o n S W 1 4 8RF 
e -ma i l : C S 9 4 R R W @ b r u n e l . a c . u k 

f r a m e f lyback (which, as you 
know, o i l y o c c u r s once 
every 5 0 t h of a 
second) , cal ls the 
t imer rout ine, and 
loops . As it is, 
th is wil l carry on 
fo rever , even 
when the t imer 
has hit ze ro and 
the bo rde r has 
tu rned red . Try 
add ing s o m e 
c o d e to s top ei ther 
when a key is 
p ressed , or w h e n the 
t imer has reached zero . 

M o s t commerc i a l game 
re leases, a long w i th 9954 of d e m o s , are coded in 
this way as a re those uti l i t ies. especitUly, wh ich 
requi re a WIMP system. The main looo in 
ftouteP/anner*, for example , runs on a s imi lar 
s y s t e m t o ih s. It cal ls the r o u t a e t o move the 
pointer a c c o ' d i n g to the user ' s input, and then d o e s 
anyth ing else it needs to do at the t ime, such as 
d raw a ':ne on the m a p . 

I t 's t h e custom 
A d e m o wou ld move the scro l l ing message left by 
one byte, an imate spr i tes and can the music-p lay ing 
rout ine in a Icoo like this. Mus ic -p lay i rg rout ines are 
invariably des igned to be cased this way . However , 
when you reach the level of fluid an imat ion requ i red 
in d e m o s and a rcade g a m e s , you ' re not go ing t o be 
us ing the firmware - c u s t o m 
spr i te rout ines are the order 
o f the d a y . . . 

Instead of us ing CALL 
& 9 D 1 9 , g a m e c o d e r s h i t 
the hardware d i rect ly to 
f ind out when f r a m e f lyback 
is and the firmware's s tandard 
interrupt , wh ich car r ies ou t tasks 
such as k e y t c a r d scanning and sound 
genera t ion , is t u rned o f f . This m e a n s you have t o 
w r i t e your o w n rout ines t o d o exact ly th is - never 
the m o s t enviable of tasks, especia l ly wi th CPC 
technical documen ta t i on so hard to c o m e by these 
days. But wait! Do we see a saviour in t h e gu ise of a 

Next Month: box approaching. . .? 

Richard Fairhurst is going 
round and round in loops 
this month - professional 
loops, you understand. 

I a lways hated phys ics a t schoo l - part icular ly t hose 
lessons where the teacher just wa f f l ed o n abou t 
theory non-stop for 4 0 minutes. Anyone who m a d e i t 
t h r cugh these w i thou t dy ing of b o r e d o m wou ld leave 
the c l a s s r o o m wi th a burn ing conv ic t ion tha t 
Lessons Should Be M o r e Fun. 

Let t h e m suf fe r ! 
M i e n I lef t schoo l , and a this ceased to be a 
prob lem, such ideaf ism changed into: No ! 
Let ' e m suf fer fte I had to! So you won ' t 
be surpr ised, af ter this rather 
roundabout explanat ion, to learn that 
this mon th ' s 'Assembly 6ne' is 
la l r ros t ) all theory . 

_ast t ime, you saw h o w s imple i t 
was to ge t the firm-ware to CALL a 
rout ine every 5 0 t h of a second . This, 
in feet , is a crucia l pr inc ip le for anyone 
w h o wr i tes p r o g r a m s wh ich i n v o k e 
rap.o'.y-updated sc reen d isp lay: a rcade 
games , d e m o s , and even ce r ta in ut i l i t ies. 

You probab ly know that when you see 
animat ion on your CPC or te ev is ion, i t 's just an 
il lusion: a number of f r ames are d isp layed in such 
quick success ion that the bra in sees t h e m as 
cont inuous m o v e m e n t . As wi th (non-American) TVs 
and all o ther displays on inexpensive compu te rs , the 
CPC disp lays 5 0 of these f r ames per second. It 
m a k e s sense, then, to achieve the s m o o t h e s t and 
m o s t cons is tent ra te of animat ion, t o synchron ise 
y o u - p rog ram 's opera t ion w i th these f rames . To 

genera te a new p ic tu re every 
5 0 t h of a s e c o n d is ideal. 

If you are 
mov ing large 
spr i tes a round 

the screen, 
though, 
th is m a y 

b e 

unfeasible, and a 2 5 4 z (genera tes 2 5 p ic tu res per 
second) s y s t e m is pre ferab le - s o you have a new 
p ic ture every other f r ame . It's impor tan t to have a 
constant ra te of display, o therw ise the an imat ion 
jus t looks ta t ty . 

You cou ld d o al l o f th is b y set t ing up an interrupt , 
as you did last mon th , it s m u c h s imp ler , though, t o 
have the m a m p r o g r a m running on a loop wh ich 
executes 5 0 t imes per second i tse l f . . . 

M o v i n g pictures 
T o d o th is , y o u need to star t execu t ing each oass of 
the loop when the e lec t ron b e a m wh ich "draws' the 
image of e a c h f r a m e on to the mon i to r is at a fixed 

point o n the screen. Fortunately, the CPC 
is capable of tes t ing for th is, us ing 
the f i rmware ca: i at & 8 D 1 9 . Call 

this, and p rocess ing s tops 
unti l the e lec t ron b e a m is at 

• f rame f lyback ' , " h i s is 
the s tage be tween 
d raw ing t w o f r a m e s , 

when the b e a m is 
f ly ing back f r c m the 

b o t t o m of the sc reen 
(having just f i r i shed 
d raw ing the previous 

f rame) , ready t o s tar t 
a g a i i at the t o p for the 

next f r a m e . 
Using this m e t h o d , 

carefu l cod ing and use of delay 
loops ensures you can p red ic t w h e r e on the sc reen 
the e lec t ron b e a m is at any po in t in the execut ion of 
your main loop. This is a Good Th ing . . . 

Say your p r o g r a m is pr in t ing a spr i te half-way 
down the sc reen , and the e lec t ron b e a m is pass ing 
th is pos i t ion at the t ime . You are then chang ing the 
g raph ics on the sc reen at the same t ime that the 
e l ec t ron b e a m is t ry ing t o d isplay t h e m : the m a m 
cause of f l icker in a r cade g a m e s . Being able t o pr int 
spr i tes before the e lec t ron b e a m has to d isplay 
t h e m avo ids such unsight ly e f f ec t s . 

This month 's h o m e w o r k 
With th is know ledge , your h o m e w o r k fo r th is mon th 
is t o have a g o a t conver t ing last mon th ' s bmer 
p r o g r a m to run o n a 5CHz ( 5 0 t imes 
pe r second) loop. 

Get r id o f the in terrupt 
c o d e in the "on" a n d ' o f f 
rout ines, s ince you' re not 
us ing that m e t h o d now, 
and rep lace t h e m w i t h a 
loop cons is t ing o f . . . 
. l o o p 
c a l l mis 
c a l l r o u t 
j r loop 

This a m p l y wa i t s for 

NEXT MONTH: 
Us ing th is ' p ro fess iona l ' (yes. we g e t the MM 
m e s s a g e ) f r a m e - b a s e d p r i nc ip l e , n e x t m o n t h 

y o u w r i t e a v e r y a m a t e u r i s h g a m e . You wi l l bo 
d e l i g h t e d to know (you wi l l , hones t l y , w h e n y o u 
see how c o m p l i c a t e d i t is) t h a t y o u use t h e AA 
k e y b o a r d rou t i ne , w h i c h y o u c a n c o p y o u t a n d 
use in a l l y o u r f u t u r e e n d e a v o u r s . 

mailto:CS94RRW@brunel.ac.uk
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We want to find out exactly what you like and what you'd like to see 
in AA. Just complete and return the questionnaire. You will help 
decide what goes into AA and you could win games galore, too.... 

Th i n g s c h a n g e rap id ly in 
t h e AA s c e n e a n d s o 
e v e r y n o w a n d t h e n w e 

n e e d t o c h e c k u p o n w h a t y o u 
w a n t f r o m y o u r m a i n s o u r c e of 
C P C - r e l a t e d i n f o rma t i on . 

T h i s is. i n d e e d , o n e of t h o s e 
n o w s . a n d . a s it w e r e , t hens . 

W e n e e d to k n o w a l l a b o u t y o u 
( o k a y , a b o u t y o u r C P C hab i t s , a t 
l eas t ) s o tha t w e c a n m a k e s u r e 
tha t AA is p r o v i d i n g y o u w i t h w h a t 
y o u w a n t f r o m a C P C m a g a z i n e . 
A n d . a s t h e m a g a z i n e is lot sma l l e r 
t h a n it u s e d t o b e . i t 's e v e n m o r e 

reach for THE m 
futuw 

i m p o r t a n t tha t e v e r y 
p a g e c o u n t s . T h a t ' s 
w h y i t 's v i t a l that y o u 
t a k e par t tn th i s 
s u r v e y . 

A s if tha t 
I w e r e n ' t e n t i c e m e n t 
1 e n o u g h , w e ' r e 
1 e n c o u r a g i n g y o u 
I e v e n f u r t he r . . . 
1 T h r e e s u r v e y 
1 rep l i es w i l l w i n 

the i r s e n d e r s 10 
I g a m e s e a c h ! 

b I Tel l us wha t you 
, wan t in J/5. 

Apr i l 199* . A M S T R A D A C T I O N 

PART 3 
SOFTWARE 
11 H o w m a n y g a m e s 6o y o u o w n ? 
F e w e r t h a n 10 
1 0 - 3 0 
3 1 - 5 0 ? 
5 1 - 1 0 0 ? • 
M o r e t h a n 1 0 0 ? 

12 Oo y o u o w n so f twa re main ls ' on : 
T a p e ? 
D i s c ? 

PART 1 
WHO ARE YOU? 
1 H o w o l d a r e y o u ? 

PART 2 
MACHINE SPECIFICS 

13 O t h e r t h a n g a m e s w h a t s o f t w a r e d o y o u 
u s e reou la r l v? P l e a s e s p e c i f y pa r t i cu la r 
t i t les 

2 A r e y o u m a l e ( M ) o r f e m a l e ( F ) ? 

3 In w h i c h par t of t h e c o u n t r y (o r w o r l d ) d o 
y o u l i ve? 

S o u t h Eas t 

M i d l a n d s 

W a l e s 

N o r t h W e s t 

N o r t h e r n I r e l and (ID 

O t h e r ( p l e a s e spec i f y ) . 

4 W h a t d o y o u d o w i t h y o u r d a y s ? 
A r e y o u . . . ? 

A t s c h o o l 

A t c o l l e g e / u n i v e r s i t y 

A t w o r k 

U n e m p l o y e d 

R e t i r e d 

Fu l l - t ime m o t h e r / f a t h e r 

A t He r M a j e s t y ' s p l e a s u r e 

S o u t h W e s t 

Eas t Ang l i a 

No r th Eas t 

S c o t l a n d 
8 D o y o u u s e it fo r a n y t h i n g o the r t h a n 
p l a y i n g g a m e s ? If y e s . p lease , s p e c i f y 

Tell us 
about it! 

P l a y y o u r p a r t In t h e AA r e v o l u t i o n 
a n d y o u c o u l d w i n s o m e s o f t w a r e , t o o . 

S i m p l y s e n d y o u r q u e s t i o n n a i r e s 
( o r a p h o t o c o p y ) t o : 

R e a d e r S u r v e y A p r i l 1 9 9 5 , 
Amstrad Action, F u t u r e P u b l i s h i n g , 

3 0 M o n m o u t h S t r e e t , B a t h , 
A v o n B A 1 2 B W b e f o r e 

W e d n e s d a y , 2 6 A p r i l , 1 9 9 5 . 

7 W a s it n e w or s e c o n d - h a n d a n d w h e r e 

d id y o u ge t it f r o m ? 

14 W h e r e d o y o u ge t y o u r s o f t w a r e ? 

5 W h a t t y p e of A m s t r a d h a v e y o u g o t ? 
6 1 2 8 J 6 8 4 4 6 4 3 jj 

6 1 2 8 P l u s _ 4 6 4 P l u s D fc 

6 H o w l o n g h a v e y o u h a d it? 

9 H o w m a n y h o u r s d o y o u s p e n d u s i n g 

y o u r C P C p e r w e e k o n a v e r a g e ? 

1 0 W n a t o t h e r c o m p u t e r s o r c o n s o l e s d o 

y o u o w n ? 



1 9 9 3 SURVEY 

PART 6 
THE MAGAZINE 
2 0 H o w i n t e r e s t e d a r e y o u in t h e v a r i o u s 
s e c t i o n s of t h e m a g ? P l e a s e g i v e a m a r k 
f r o m 0 - 1 0 . 

C o v e r t a p e 

L e t t e r s 

D i r e c t o r y 

PART 5 
C O M M S 
1 9 D o y o u k n o w w h a t " c o m m s ' m e a n s ? 

Y e s / N o 
(If rxx. or to refresh your memory, see Get the 
mossago' 4A105.) 

If y e s , a r e y o u i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e I n f o r m a t i o n 

S u p e r h i g h w a y ? 

D o y o u o w n a n y o f t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

M o d e m 

C o m m s s o f t w a r e 

D o y o u u s e it v / i t h y o u r C P C ? 

D o y o u u s e a s e r v i c e p r o v i d e r ? 

W h i c h ? 

O r d o y o u l i n k u p t h r o u g h . . . ? 

W o r k 

C o l l e g e 

W h a t d o y o u u s e c o m m s f o r ? 

Y e s / N o 

Y e s / N o 

PART 4 
HARD FACTS 
1 5 W h i c h c o m p u t e r m a g a z i n e s d o y o u r e a d 
r e g u l a r l y ? 

P u b l i c D o m a i n 

F a n z i n e s 

H a r d w a r e f e a t u r e s 

S e r i o u s s o f t w a r e f e a t u r e s 

C h e a t s a n d p o k e s 

R e a d e r a d s 

C o m p e t i t i o n s 

Y e s . N o 

Y e s / N o 

Y e s ' N o 

Y e s / N o 

1 7 W h a t o t h e r h a r d w a r e d o y o u o w n : 
D i s c d r i v e ' ' C a s s e t t e d e c k ? • 
S c a n n e r ? = M u l t i f a c e ? 
P r i n t e r ? C H a r d d r i v e ? 
O t h e r ( p l e a s e s p e c i f y ) 

T e c h y F o r u m 

B A S I C t u t o r i a l s 

M a c h i n e c o d e t u t o r i a l s 

I n t e r v i e w s w i t h C P C p e r s o n a l i t i e s 
( u s e r s ' d e v e i o p e r s ) 

2 1 W h a t w o u l d y o u l i k e t o s e e o n t h e 

c o v e r l a p e s ? 

2 2 W h a t w o u l d v o u l i k e t o s e e f e a t u r e s o n ? 

PART 7 
ADVERTISING. 
2 3 D o y o u e v e r o r d e r s o l t w a r e . ' h a r d w a r e 
f r o m t h e a d v e r t s y o u s e e i n AA 

Y e s 

N o 

2 4 If t h e a n s w e r t o 2 3 w a s y e s . h o w w o u l d 
y o u r a t e t h e l e v e l o f s e r v i c e y o u h a v e 
r e c e i v e d f r o m t h e c o m p a n i e s i n v o l v e d ? 

V e r y g o o d 

G o o d 

O k a y 

P o o r 

V e r y p o o r 

C o m m e n t s : 

2 5 A n d f i n a l l y , y o u r n a m e a n d a d d r e s s ( s o 
w e c a n s e n d y o u a p r i z e if y o u w i n ! ) 

1 6 H o w m u c h m o n e y d o t h i n k y o u w i l l s p e n d 
o n y o u r C P C ( h a r d w a r e a n d s o f t w a r e ) i n t h e 
n e x t s i x m o n t h s ( e s t i m a t e d t o t h e n e a r e s t 
£10)? 

1 8 A r e y o u p l a n n i n g t o b u y a n y o f t h e a b o v e 
i n t h e n e a r f u t u r e ? If y e s , p l e a s e s p e c i f y . . . 
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HARDWARE 19 

u 

How do you get pictures from the TV on to your CPC 
screen? Richard Wildey is worried about your images. 

From the main menu you (an alter settings. 

A d i g i t i s c r is a p tece o f h a r d w a r e t h a i a l l o w s y o u 
t o g r a b i m a g e s f r o m t h e te lev i s ion a n d d i s p l a y 
t h e m o n y o u r c o m p u t e r s c r e e n . T h e o n l y 
ava i lab le p i e c e of e q u i p m e n t o n t h e CPC tha t l e t s 
y o u t o d o th i s i s t h e R o m b o Vid i D ig i t i se r . 

Pass Hie source 
Orig ina l ly r e l e a s e d in 1 9 8 6 by R o m b o a t a c o s t 
£ 6 9 . 9 5 t h e Vidi w a s an 
i ns tan t c r o w d pu l ler a t 
c o m p u t e r 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y R o m b o n o 
l o n g e r m a k e t h e d ig i t i se r 
a f t e r se l l ing t h e d e s i g n t o I 
Ava ta r . Ava ta r has s ince 
g o n e ou t o f b u s i n e s s 
l eav ing a s o u r c e for s u c h J H L 
e q u i p m e n t d r y . S o , if y o u ^ r l ^ ^ ^ 
a r e a f t e r a d ig i t i se r B r * - " ~ m W 0 f 

c h e c k t h e c l ass i f i eds * ' 
s e c t i o n s of A A o r . 
f a n / i n e s s u c h a s W A C C / ' ftStf j B g i 

The Vid i c o m c s w i t h J I w B k g 
s o f t w a r e t o c o m p l e m e n t 
the ha rdv /a re w h i c h flj^H 
c o m e s p a c k e d nea t l y " ' ' ' " * 
ins ide a b l a c k b o x tha t u , c H , c v i d i 1 0 9 r a b 

p l u g s « i t o t h e e x p a n s i o n 
p o r t . A p h o n o l e a d t h e n g o e s f r o m t h e V i d f s 
v i d e o m s o c k e t t o t h e v i d e o o u t c o n n e c t i o n in t h e 
v i d e o o r c a m c o r d e r . A p h o n o lead is s u p p l i e d bu t 
if i t ' s m i s s i n g , b e c a u s e y o u b o u g h t t h e h a r d w a r e 
s e c o n d hand, f o r e x a m p l e , t r y e l e c t r i c a l o r v i d e o 
s h o p s fo r r e p l a c e m e n t s . 

O n a screen n e a r y o u 
O n c e c o n n e c t e d , t h e s o f t w a r e b e a m s i m a g e s 
i n to y o u r CPC a t a t o p s p e e d of six f r a m e s / s e c . 

Use the Vidi to grab »<re«n» from the TV. 

W i t h o u t g o i n g i n to t o o m u c h de ta i l , t h e 
V id i w o r k s b y d e c o d i n g t h e s i g n a l f r o m 
a n y c o m p o s i t e v i d e o o u t p u t m t o b i n a r y 
a n d t h e n c o l l a t i n g th i s in i t s o w n 
in te rna l 16K RAM. F r o m h e r e t h e Vid i 
s e n d s th i s d a t a i n to m e m o r y l o c a t i o n 
& 4 0 0 0 o f y o u r CPC a n d t h e n d i s p l a y s 
it o n t h e s c r e e n . Whi le t h e s c r e e n is 
d i s p l a y e d t h e p r o c e s s i s r e p e a t e d . 

A n y t h i n g y o u w a n t 
The Vid i c a n d i g i t i se a n y t t w i g tha t 
g rves a c o m p o s i t e v i d e o o u t p u t . S o y o u 
c a n h o o k u p a v i d e o c a m e r a . VCR o r choos 
a n o t h e r c o m p u t e r . progr. 

C o n n e c t i n g a c o m p u t e r v ia a v i d e o 
c a n l e a d t o i n t e r f e r e n c e . Fo r t h e b e s t r e s u l t s 
c o n n e c t a G e n l o c k t o g i v e t h e c o r r e c t f o r m of 
o u t p u t , t hus g i v i n g y o u a n tfnage of wha t w o u l d 
a p p e a r o n t h e A m i g a o n t h e C P C s c r e e n , 
o b v i o u s l y in A m s t r a d r e s o l u t i o n a n d c o l o u r s . 

T h e Vid i s o f t w a r e c o m e s in t w o f o r m s : 
• t h e p r i nc i p l e o n e is a m e n u d r i v e n s y s t e m that 

a l l ows y o u t o g r a b 

^

fu l l s c r e e n i m a g e s ; 
• the s e c o n d is a 
s e r i e s o f RSX 
c o m m a n d s tha t a r e 
u s a b l e f r o m BASIC 
in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h 
your o w n p r o g r a m s . 

M a n y e x a m p l e 
p r o g r a m s a r e 
s u p p l i e d w i t h t h e 
VkJi D ig i t i se r 
t o g e t h e r w i t h he lp 
o n t h e RSX's , t o g i v e 
y o u a fair i dea o f 
h o w t o m a x i m i s e t h e 

^ I p o t e n t i a l o f th is 
Kreen, from the TV. « » » V 3 t i v e a n d a l s o 

f u n t o u s e s o f t w a r e . N e w resolut ions 
G r a b b e d I m a g e s a r e in all ttte C P C ' s r eso lu t i ons . 
T o o b t a i n t h e b e s t p i c t u r e u s e t h e fou r c o l o u r 
MODE 1 o r m o n o c h r o m e MODE 2 . G r a b b i n g a n 
i m a g e s in M O D E 0 r e q u i r e s a st i l l p i c t u r e , s o 
u n l e s s y o u h a v e a c a m c o r d e r a n d t r i p o d y o u 
n e e d t o g r a b t h e t e s t c a r d . A v i d e o o n ' pause ' , 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y , w o n ' t d o . 

A M O D E 0 s c r e e n w i t h 1 6 c o l o u r s , a l a s , 
d o e s n ' l l o o k m u c h hke t h e o r i g i n a l i m a g e a s t h e 
c o l o u r s a r e n o t c o r r e c t . A t t e m p t e d i s a g r e y 
s c a l e , bu t w i t h t h e CPC 's p a l e t t e i t j u s t d o e s n ' t 
w o r k u n l e s s y o u h a v e a g r e e n s c r e e n m o m t o r 
w h e r e y o u e f f e c t i v e l y h a v e 2 7 s l i a d e s of g r e e n . 

Wha t y o u n e e d i s a la rge r p a l e t t e . O w n e r s o f 
t h e C P C P l u s e s c a n n o w t a k e t h e t i m e t o f e e l 
s m u g a s t h e r a n g e o f c o l o u r s g i v e s y o u 1 6 
i n tens i t i es of e a c h ava i lab le c o l o u r . 

Th is m e a n s y o u c a n u s e exce l l en t s h a d i n g 
e f f e c t s t o g i v e y o u s o m e of t h e b e s t C P C a r t 

Choose the Vidi 
program or the RSX's. 

V I D I l i s i t i s r r S o f t w a r e . I c r s i i am - 2 . B 2 

The f o i l n i l s R S X ' . a r e n o w a v a i l a b l e : 
M M V B O K D K R TORI U C L K A R 
OCOM UCOHUKKT UCOPY roiwr 
U C E T K M I V I E W 0 1 1 0 1 
V N O K WOCK VPAFEH vm-iw 
w r c s r r USC AH V S E K us*:t 
• S M A L L O S T R I T E V M I K D O M o x r o s 
w v r o s 

Add the Vidi to your programs with RSX's. 

e v e r . T h e d e s i g n o f t h e s u p p l i e d V id i s o f t w a r e is 
fo r t h e s t a n d a r d CPC p a l e t t e s o y o u n e e d t o 
c o n v e r t t h e c o l o u r s manua l l y . / 

Use t h e faci l i t ies 
To u s e the P lus 's e x t r a fac i l i t ies y o u m u s t a c c e s s 
t h e e x t r a f e a t u r e s a s e x p l a i n e d in 'Ge t t i ng t h e 
m o s t o u t o f your P lus ' , A A I 1 2 , p a g e 2 0 , o r use 
the te r r i f i c . PD. & A S I C . If y o u p r e f e r t o s t a y a w a y 
f r o m t h e p r o g r a m m i n g s ide t h e 3 r t p a c k a g e 
Smart Plus a l l ows y o u t o use the 
e x t r a c o l o u r s w i t h e a s e . 

Next month: 
S e e h o w t h e y run . . . W h y d o y o u n e e d a 
m o u s e ? R i c h a r d Wi ldey s q u e a k s up . 
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i i n t f ^ c a p a c i t y / ' w e M 

C O M P E T I T I O N 

EVei^BrunWord's 
winner 

Last month Alleles C«t$I&4>rofessedi the 
word processing package 

'excellent'. Enter otur competition and 
* » icH 

you could decide for yourself - f ree ! 

U s e r - f r i e n d l y -

9 7 % 

O v o r a f T C j g f o 

T h e s e w e r e t h e 
runWord w o r d p r o c e s s o r i n 

1 4 . E v e n O l g a ^ o e b u t w o u l d h a v e ^ e e n 
h a r d p u s h e d t o p r o d t i O T a ' b e t t e r s g ^ y 

BrunWi ord 

Sruantog Sof t* 

I t ' s a l l h e r o a n d I t 
c o u l d b e a l l y o u r s , s e o 
t h o ' H o w t o w i n ' b o x . 

T h e BrunWord Elftg 
( w i t h o u t R O M D O S ) r e 

e x t r a s t h a t u p t h e c o s t . 
Y o u c a n : 

J « U S e 5 f f e " B r u n l V o r d Mark II o n a n y o f t h e 
C f £ r a h g e ^ o f c o m p u t e r s , f o r e x a m p l e t h e 
C P C 6 1 2 8 . C P C 4 6 4 , 6 1 2 8 P l u s a n d 4 6 4 P l u s . 

irk II R O M Module T h e BrunWord Elite Mark II ROM Module: 
r , f o r ' £ ( & ^ ^ t ^ c R s ^ o U P s ' p e l l i n g a s y o u a r e t y p i n g u s i n g 

X e f 

T h o BrunWord E l i t e M a r k j l , ^ U j j b W W ^ ^ s p e l l c h e c k e r ! 
• a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d p j u ^ • a r l c ° V < v Z - t t N K j g § £ c a n < w e say? B e y o n d t e l l i n g y o u 

0' e n t e r t h e c o m p e t i t i o n , t h a t i s . . . 

How to win 
the BrunWord 
Elite Mark II 
R O M Module 

Jus t answer t h e ques t i on be low, w r i t e the 
answer o n a p o s t c a r d o r back -o f -an -enve lope 
a n d send i t to : Wordy -w ise , A m s t r a d A c t i o n . 
3 0 M o n m o u t h S t ree t , Ba th . Avon BA1 2BW or 
e - m a i l i t to aa@fu tu rene t . co .uk ( pu t t i ng 'Apr i l 
c o m p o " in t h e sub jec t l ine) . You r en t r y m u s t 
r e a c h u s b e f o r e Wednesday , 2 6 Ap r i l 1 9 9 5 . 

A n d t h e ques t i on is . . . W h o wro te : 

'Twas brillig and the slithy toves 
Did gyre and gimblc in the wabe 
All mimsy were the borogoves 
And the m o m c raths outgrabe.' 

NOTE: For more information on the BrunWord Ekto 
Mark 11 ROM Modufe and any other versions of 
BrunWord. see AA114. The last word?", page 18 or 
contact Brunning Software. 138 The Street. 
Little Ctactoo. Claeton-on-sea. Esse* C016 9LS 
» 01255 862308 |9am-5pm). 

SD MICROSYSTEMS BrunWord ROM Modules 
Immediate despatch on receipt of cheque. (DEPT A), PO BOX 24, ATTLEBOROUGH 

NORFOLK NR17 lHL. (01953) 483750. 
SOt-ThTA-KIS (3" DISC). A-WW.JA-A', IlS\IZ/JIM!tu. 
NEW! SUPER LABELLER...£12.50 
T u x t n r u i l M < : t u r - « i 1 n t H : 1 / I e t t c r h o a d m a k e r , 
C o I jr~ wr-t*S rtri " O W / i v f l i J ni>l *3 . . . _ _ Sj . CJC?. 
PAGE PUBLISHER £25.00 
T h e u l t i m a t e X>TX> i m c k n g n f o r - 1 a « K C I » C » . 
PICTURE DISCS 1 & 2 . . . < £ 1 2 . 5 0 <each> 
C l i p - a r t l o r - Poro P u b l i s h e r / S t o p P r e w w . 
DISC-BASE £12 .50 
A u t o m a t i c t ! i « c o r K ' i n l : ; e r a n d l i l c t i n d e r 
HOME ACCOUNTS £15.00 
C o n p r e h u n x i v « i | x ; r . i o n a 1 f i n a n c e p a c k a R o . 
GENERAL LEDGER 6128...£30.00 
C o m p u t e r i s e d H n a l l b u s i n a x f l o a j i t i - b o o k . 
Mftny CTthejr- M*r-Ofgr~**msi / I v o £ 1 n t> X ts J rt<? 1 titl i nfe 
Ottr- JJxjdfztj tz A'o/ / »-«/-<? I-'r-ttm Only J.-'i -
C F 2 D I S C S , P U R P A C K O P 3 J C 1 3 . 3 0 
PJKK-J-'OftMy\ y . WHXZ.li STOCKS /.AST. 

7 2 0 K D I S C S P K H l O J 5 5 . 0 0 
C L E A N I N G K I T S < 3 " / Z * . 3 " / ' J > . O O 
I . < X : K A B I . E D I S C I I O X O K 3 . 3 " ) • • . X 6 . 0 0 
P R I N T E R C A B L E 4 6 4 / 6 1 2 0 X 7 . 3 U 
I ' R I N T K R C A B L E P L U S / P C X S . O O 
M O U S B M A T . . . / 2 . 5 0 M O U S E H O U S E . . . £ 2 . 0 0 
C O M M U T B R L A B E L S , P U I N P E R l O O : 
D I S C < 3 " O R 3 . i S " > £ 2 . r > 0 A D D R E S S . . £ 2 . 0 0 
R I B B O N S . D M P 2 0 0 0 / 3 0 0 0 / S T A R L C I . O J S 3 . 0 0 
NEW! 3" DRIVE REVIVER KIT £10.00 
D r i v e B e l t , C l e a n e r . D I Y I n s t r u c t i o n s . 
COLOUR PRINTING PACKAGE..£199.00 
S c i k o s h a S L - 9 & p i n w i t h t r a c t o r f o o d , 
c o l o u r / m o n o r i b b o n a . c a b l e . S u p e r b N L Q -
3.5" DISC DRIVE PACKAGE...£79.95 

Brunning Software 
1 3 8 T h e S t r e e t . L i t t l e C l a c t o n , 
C l a c t o n - o n - s e a , E s s e x . C 0 1 6 9 L S . 
T e l e p h o n e 0 1 2 5 5 8 6 2 3 0 8 

Apri l 1 9 9 5 /\IVISTR/\D ACTION 

UOXN 

f / M Kl>W/\ KI-:) 
D E T A I L S O R 
C A T A L O G U E . 
A V A I L A B L E . 
/££' SIOPJPOKT 

Elite ROM Mk 3 £79 Elite ROM Mk 2 £63 
T h e B r u n W o r d E l i l o M a r k 3 R O M m o d u l o 
is i d o n t i c a l i n a p p o a r a n c e t o t h e M a r k 2 
b u s h i d d o n w i t h i n i s a h u g e c h i p w i s h 
S 1 2 K o t m o m o i y . I t i s e q u i v a l e n t t o 
h a v i n g 3 2 i n d i v i d u a l R O M s . T h o M a r k 3 
R O M h a s n i l t h o f e a t u r e s o f t h o M a r k 2 
a n d a n u m b e r o f e x c i t i n g a d d i t i o n s . 

A s c r i p t f o n t Q i v o s t h e a p p e a r a n c e 
o f n e a t h a n d w r i t i n g , b u t s o m e c h a r a c t e r s 
s u c h a s o a d g c r o q u i r o d i f f e r e n t : n k i n g 
d e p o r v d i r v g o n t h e i r p o r t i o n . ' .Ve h a v e 
d e s i g n e d a s o r i o s o f f o n t s t h a t a r e 
m o d i f i e d a s n e c e s s a r y t o a c h i e v e » r e a l l y 
g o o d f l o w t o t h o l i n o s o f t e x t . 

T h e M a r k 3 R O M c o n t a i n s ' 2 3 f o n t s , 
i n c l u d i n g f o u r i n t e l l i g e n t s c r i p t f o n t s , a 
n e w a e r i e * o f m o d o r n o v e r s q u a r e f o n t s , 
s m a l l e r v e r s i o n s o f C H E L M E R ar>d 
C L A C T O N , a n d l a r g o f o n t s f o r p o s t e r s . 
A d d a r v j m b o r o f o t h e r i m p r o v e m e n t s , 
a n d t h e M a r k 3 R O M i s f a n t a s t i c v a l u e 
f o r m o n e y . 

Quotes 

W o r d p r o c e s s o r , s p e l l i n g c h e c k e r . 
3 3 . 0 3 0 w o r d d i c t i o n a r y , r e l a t i o n a l 
d a t a b a s e . 9 p i n p n n t e n h a n c e r . 2 4 p i n 
' t y p e s e t t i n g ' r o u t i n e s , 1 0 s u p e r b f o n t s 
a n d h i g h s p e e d s c r e e n d u m p a n d b o x 
d r a w i n g r o u t i n o s f o r 3 -Sl id 2 4 p i n 
p r i n t e r s , a l l p r o g r a m m e d i n t o a 2 5 & K 
R O M . T h e R O M i s s o f a s t t h a t i t c h e c k * 
t h o s p o i l i n g w h i l e y o u a r e t y p i n g a n d t h e 
p r i c e i n c l u d e s o u r 8 b i t p r i n t e r s t a t u s 
p o r t . S u p p l i e d a s a p l u g o n m o d u ! e . n o 
R O M b o x i s n e e d e d . 

BrunWord PC £55 
P o w e r f u l .ir>d s o v e r y f a s t . H a s m o s t o l 
t h e f e a t u r e s o f t h e E l i t e R O M m o d u l e are) 
m a n y n e w f e a t u r e s . W i t h Y D I S C ( C 1 0 
e x t r a ) i t c a n d i r e c t l y r e a d 3 . S 
i n c h C P C d i s c s w i t h d a t a , 
s y s t e m . 0 1 o r D 2 f o r m a t . 
A s k f o r f r e e b o o k l e t . 

'/t'S totally brilliant carries on the extreme use/ friendliness ot 
lirunning Products to a very high standard..... ' 
Chris Knight ( A C U Editor) - A C U A u g 1 9 9 1 . 

"Brun Word is excellent, not only as a home package, 
but also in an all-round business package capacity.' 
Angela c o o k - A A M a r c h 1 9 9 5 . 

P o s t a g e : - U K n d d £ 3 . E u r o p e a d d £ 0 , R e s t a d d £ 7 . 
0120 *»J 11 i . 4M «M 110. ROMOOS (.!«• II !n« 
r t*'c r iMrn Y^r by Mi l ' - ^ 

'.....quite uncomplicated and easy to use the fastest 
most efficient spell checker anywhere The 
BrunWord ROM is a truly excellent product.' 
Rod L a w t o n ( A A Editor) - A A Sept 1 9 9 2 

mailto:aa@futurenet.co.uk


w a n t t o b o t h e r w i t h t h i s a g a i n , s o w h a t c a n I d o 
t o s t o p i t h a p p e n i n g o n c e m o r e ? 
Scott Roberts. New South Wales 

Richard Fairhurst remains 
unsunk by heat, tries to 
avert an art attack, and 
proves he is an expert on 
PCW-CPC connections. 

^ ^ ^ You cou ld t ry go i ng back t o your repair 
I s h o p a n d ask ing for s o m e money back 
^ S ^ b c c a u s c their or ig inal shoddy repair didn' t 
last , however , they might not b e c o o p e r a t i v e . 
Anyway, ge t ho!d of s o m e heat sink pas te (such a s 
Unick. see b o t t o m left) f r o m an e lec t ron ics shop, 
and find a bit o f hea l sink (the m e t a l par t wh ich 
r e m o v e s heat f r o m e lect ron ic equ ipment ) - try a 
d isused t rans fo rmer o r Spec t rum. 

St ick this o n t o the t o p of your Z 8 0 w i t h the heat 
s ink pas te (besng carefu l not to bck your fingers, it is 
fair ly toxic) , m a k e sure that i t 's no t touch ing the 
m e t a l o f any ch ip legs, a n d wa i t for th is to dry. Your 
CPC should then be back in full w o r k i n g o rder . 

Circuit training -
the CampurSoft DIY ROM box. 

©O n l y re -connect 

M y l i t t l e b r o t h e r b r o k e t h e c o n n e c t o r 
o i l o u r d i s c d r i v e . T h i n k i n g i t w a s u s e l e s s 

w e g a v e a w a y a l l o u r d i s c s i n c l u d i n g C P / M 
(doh ! } . Is t h e r e a r e p l a c e m e n t f i l e o r d i s c 
c o p i e r a v a i l a b l e , p r e f e r a b l y P D ? I h a v e a 
f o r m a t t e r . W o u l d a P a r a O O S R O M b e a s u i t a b l e 

U f t Exci t ing topics 
H P n o . 2 8 3 
I h a v e b e e n a d v i s e d t o w r i t e t o y o u t o h e l p m e 
f i n d a g o o d s t o c k m a n a g e m e n t p r o g r a m in t h e 
p u b l i c d o m a i n . 

W h a t I n e e d is a p r o g r a m t h a t c a n h a n d l e 
5 0 0 0 i t e m s , p r o b a b l y in a s e r i e s o f f i l e s , w i t h 
f a c i l i t i e s f o r s t o c k n u m b e r , s t o c k q u a n t i t y , 
s t o c k r e o r d e r l e v e l , s t o c k r e o r d e r q u a n t i t y , 
c a t a l o g u e n u m b e r r e f e r e n c e s f o r s u p p l i e r s , 
c a t a l o g u e n u m b e r s f o r s a t e s p u r p o s e s , c o s t 
r e f e r e n c e a n d s a l e s r e f e r e n c e a n d a t a b u l a t e 
f a c i l i t y a c r o s s t h e p a g e f o r a n y o f t h e f i e l d s t o 
b e p r i n t e d i n a n y o r d e r . 

I w a s t o l d t h a t i f a n y b o d y k n o w s o f s u c h a 
p r o g r a m i t w o u l d b e R i c h a r d F a i r h u r s t , s o , c a n 
y o u h e l p m e p l e a s e ? 
R o y Everett, Braintree 

^ ^ ^ There 's noth ing quite s o soph is t i ca ted a s a 
• H I s tock management p r o g r a m avai lable, I 'm 
^ - S ^ a f r a i d . Well, t he re is one (S tock Control by 
Scot t Giddins), but i t 's real ly rather s impl ist ic for 
your needs . 

I'd r e c o m m e n d us ing a really g o o d da tabase: 
Rambase 3 (see page 6 ) is your bes t bet if you have 
128K . o r PowerSase 2 A y o u only have 6 4 K . 

This might b e a bit a w k w a r d m s o m e 
c i r cums tances , for example , remov ing o n e i tem 
f r o m s tock necess i ta tes a who le 'Edit ' ac t ion - but 
i t 's the bes t you' l l ge t . 

f T \ Fee l t h e h e a t 
fe { J a f e w w e e k s a g o m y 6 1 2 8 s u d d e n l y 

s t o p p e d w o r k i n g , s o I w e n t d o w n t o t h e 
l o c a l e l e c t r o n i c r e p a i r s p l a c e ( t h e y u s u a l l y d o 
v i d e o s ) a n d t h e y c h a r g e d m e A $ 4 0 t o g e t i t 
w o r k i n g a g a i n . 

T h e y s a i d t h e Z 8 0 h a d b l o w n , w h i c h s o u n d s 
p r e t t y m a j o r , b u t f i n e , I c a n a f f o r d s u c h 
^ r e p a i r s . Y e s t e r d a y i t d i d i t a g a i n , a n d 

w h e n I o p e n e d t h e c a s e i t s u r e 
H y ^ t o ^ . f e l t p r e t t y h o t . I b o u g h t a 

n e w o n e , c h e a p , 

^ ^ ^ b u t I 

P a r t 1 
1 B e c a u s e o f t h e l i m i t a t i o n s 
o f h a v i n g a c a s s e t t e p l a y e r 
o n m y 4 6 4 P lus , I w a s 
w o n d e r i n g i f i t w o u l d b e 
p o s s i b l e t o t r a n s f e r t h e d i s c 
d r i v e f r o m a n A m s t r a d P C W 
8 2 5 6 a n d p l u g i t i n t o t h e 
4 6 4 P lus . If so . h o w c o u l d i t 
b e d o n e ? 
2 W o u l d i t b e p o s s i b l e t o 
m a k e t h e p r i n t e r f r o m t h e 
P C W c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e 
4 6 4 P lus? 
3 W o u l d I n e e d t o i n s t a l l t h e 
d i s c d r i v e i n t e r f a c e w h i c h I 
t h i n k y o u g a v e i n s t r u c t i o n s 
f o r i n A A 9 1 ? I d o n ' t m i n d i f a 
l i t t l e s o l d e r i n g is i n o r d e r . 
J a s o n Barber. Thetford 

R a t e of t r a n s f e r : to a n d f r o m a P C W , left a n d b e l o w . 

rather than a ful ly-f ledged DDI-1 The PCW Plus t e a m (we snare 
w i th 4 6 4 in ter face. an off ice) wil l be warn ing us o f f 

their turf at this rate! 
P a r t 2 With rega rd to Monopo ly . 
M y d a u g h t e r a n d s o n - i n - l a w and indeed any p r o g r a m run 
r u n a s m a l l b u s i n e s s f r o m f r o m BASIC, the answer is , 
h o m e u s i n g a P C W 8 2 5 6 . sadly, no. For example, h o / / 

I v i s i t e d t h e m f o r wou ld a PCW run a co lour CPC 
C h r i s t m a s , a n d t o o k a f e w o f g a ^ e ? Neither is it real ist ic t o 
m y 6 1 2 8 d i s c s , h o p i n g t h a t p e r f o r m any surgery o n the 
t h e r e w a s s o m e w a y o f PCW t o turn it into a CPC. 
g e t t i n g t h e m w o r k i n g f o r t h e However , if y c u have any 
c h i l d r e n - b u t n o j o y . C P / M so f twa re on either 

Is t h e r e a n y w a y I c a n compu te r - it wil l usually be PD 
c o n v e r t t h e w o r d p r o c e s s o r - such as the w o r d p rocessc r 
t o a C P C t o l o a d a g a m e l i k e VDE - it should be freely 
M o n o p o l y ? in terchangeable be tween the 

A l s o . I r e a d t h e c o m m s two mach ines. You might even 
a r t i c l e b a c k in A A 1 0 5 . b u t l ike to t ry and impress upon 
t h e P C e m u l a t o r is n o t your daughter that second-hand 
a p p l i c a b l e . CPCs a re ve ry g o o d value at 
George Hales. Coventry a round £ 3 0 these days! 

1 The mechan ism o : a PCW 
8 2 5 6 dr ive is the same as that 
in an A m s t r a d F O l , so. yes. it is 
poss ib le . 

You'l l need a 5V power 
supply as wel l , though. 
2 Sor ry , no: PCW pr in ters are 
d u m b creatures wh ich have 
m o s t of the- ' ou tpu t c o n t r o i e d 
c ' ec t l y by the P C W s opera t ing 
sys tem, whereas a pr inter 
hooked up t o a CPC needs t o 
have a built-in p r o g r a m to te l l it 
h o « t o d raw le t ters and such 
like on t i e page. 

3 Yes. R e m e m b e r that y o u only 
have an FD-1 equivalent , too , 



TECHY FORUM 

S S r S ^ ^ X y S S t t Z ^ ^ t ry the SO 
G j R r a a S K S m p M ic rosys tems 

mode l , (or examp le 
v ( » 0 1 9 5 3 4 8 3 7 5 0 ) . ParaDOS 
H J P ^ does fo rmat t o 8 0 0 K . Amiga 

external d r ives a re bas i ca l y the same as 
^ CPC 3.5<nch d rwes , but the cab l ing needs a 
b i t of so lder ing be fo re it w d wo rk o n a CPC. 

/ f X Perplexing printer 
FEL ' J I b o u g h t m y s o n a n e w , e x - c a t a l o g u e 

P l u s . H e d e c i d e d h e w a n t e d a 
p r i n t e r t o g o w i t h t h e u n i t s o w e p u r c h a s e d a 
C i t i z e n A B C - 2 4 w h i c h D i x o n s t o l d u s w a s 
c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h e 6 1 2 8 P l u s . 

W h e n w e g o t t h e p r i n t e r h o m e , w e r e a l i s e d 
t h a t t h e e a s y - s t a r t d i s c s u p p l i e d w i t h t h e 
p r i n t e r w a s o f t h e 3 . 5 - i n c h v a r i e t y , s o w e 
d e c i d e d t h a t w e w o u l d g e t a n a d d - o n 3 . 5 - i n c h 
d i s c d r i v e . 

W i t h t h e h e l p o f Amstrad Action, w e d e c i d e d 
o n o n e s o l d b y S i r e n S o f t w a r e . H o w e v e r , I s t i l l 
c a n n o t p l a y t h e i n s t r u c t i o n d i s c o n i t . S o , t r y a s 
I m i g h t . I a m s t u c k w i t h a p r i n t e r w h i c h I c a n ' t 
g e t t o p r i n t a n y t h i n g o t h e r t h a n t h e d e m o 
s h e e t s , a n d b y u s i n g P IP , w h i c h o n l y p r i n t s a s I 
t y p e , d i g i t f o r d i g i t 

I r e a l l y d o n e e d s o m e a d v i c c b e f o r e I s m a s h 
t h e w h o l e b l a s t e d t h i n g u p . 
RJ Angell, Cheshire 

a l t e r n a t i v e ? 
tf^^KSB^^r a m a l s o 
S S R h H v ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ t h i n k i n g a b o u t g e t t i n g 

j H ^ ^ a R O M b o x . H o w w o u l d I 
c o n n e c t i t w i t h m y D D I - 1 

p l u g g e d in? 
^ Is t h e Protext R O M s t i l l a v a i l a b l e , 
f r o m A r n o r o r a n y o t h e r s u p p l i e r ? 

0 0 y o u r e c o m m e n d t h e D E S R O M ? ( P l e a s e 
s a y y e s , a s I w a n t t o s h o w t h i s t o m y m u m . ) 

Is i t p o s s i b l e t o b u i l d y o u r o w n R O M b o x ? I 
a m a v e r y g o o d i n s t r u c t i o n f o l l o w e r , a l t h o u g h 
a n e l e c t r o n i c s n o v i c e . 

M y f i n a l b a t c h o f q u e s t i o n s . . . 
1 a m t h i n k i n g o f g e t t i n g a 3 . 5 - i n c h d i s c 

d r i v e . If I g e t P a r a D O S , w i l l t h i s f o r m a t 8 0 0 K ? 
W h i c h d r i v e d o y o u r e c o m m o n d ? W o u l d i t b e 
p o s s i b l e t o u s e a n A m i g a ' s e x t e r n a l d r i v e a n d 
s t i l l u s e i t f o r t h e A m i g a ? 
John Herbert, Harlow 

- j i J k l don' t l ike 
K to tel l y o u 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S ^ t h i s , bu t 
B j S k y o u didn' t 

: - real ly need to 
. ' - B k . buy the 3 . 5 

inch d isc 
. ,-r; The 

easy s tar t 

in tended for 
IBM-
compat ib le 

As easy as.. . except I f s net. PCs, not 
CPCs. 

There 's n o way th is d isc wil l work , on your 6 1 2 8 
Plus, even if the d isc size is the same. However , 
you' l l be p leased t o know that pr in t ing f r o m your 
Plus is in fac t ve ry easy. 

As you have obta ined s o m e s u c c e s s f r o m 
CP/M 's PIP c o m m a n d , it s e e m s that the pr in ter is 
p l ugged in co r rec t l y w i th the r igh t lead. So l e f s say 
that you want to print the w o r d s 'Hel lo wor ld ' . Swi tch 
on your pr in ter and 6 1 2 8 Plus, se lect A m s t r a d 

There a re plenty o( PD 
cop ie rs avai lable - you cou ld 

^ S ^ b e fo rg iven for th inking that ^ 
the PD scene never c o m e s up w i th 
m u c h else, in fac t . Try the Ge rman ^ r f j 
uti l i t ies Disc'o'Magic o r the sl ight ly J j 
unrel iable Crime. Al ternat ively, 
ParaDOS on ROM d o e s an this and 
much , m u c h m o r e . 

A ROM box c o m e s w i th a th rough 
connec to r , s o you s imp ly slot your 
DDI-1 in beh ind it . Protext is Still 
available, t ry OJ So f tware ( = 0 1 2 5 7 
421915). DES IS a very g o o d buy for 
CPC nov ices and those who find us ing the s tandard 
RSXs to p e r f o r m d isc opera t ions t r icky, a l though 
advanced use rs won ' t f ind m u c h use for i t . 

Get ParaDOS, and (if you send an A4 envelope) 
ins t ruc t ions on h o w t o bui ld your o w n ROM Box (see 
pic above and on page 2 1 ) f r o m CampurSo f t . 1 0 
Mc in tosh Cour t , Wel lpark, G lasgow G 3 1 2HW 
» 0 1 4 1 5 5 4 4 7 3 5 . 

Most 3 .5«nch dr ives a re p re t t y m u c h ident ical , 
a l though it 's bes t to get one v/ith a s ide sw i t ch o n it . 

BASIC, and type PRINTS8. "Hello wor ld . " The 
sentence should appear on the pr in ter . You can d o 
the s a m e wi th any sen tence y o u like and w o r d 
p rocesso rs like Protext and Tasword should also 
print happi ly to your Cit izen. 

To ge t e f fec ts l ike bo ld and i tal ics, though, you 
need to s e l the pr inter into E p s o n c o m p a t i b l e m o d e 
- check the pr inter manual for how to d o th is. Sadly, 
g raph ics pr in t ing on 24-pin pr in ters , l ike yours , is 
general ly no t we l l ca te red for by CPC p r o g r a m s , s o 
y o u ! have less luck w i th S tep Press. Advanced Art 
Studio, and the l ike. You'l l still f ind Ihe 3.5- inch disc 
dr ive useful , especia l ly n o w lhat 3 « i c h d i s c s a re 
nigh-on imposs iWe t o buy at reasonable rates. 

p r o g r a m s (as s o m e c o v c r t a p e p r o g r a m s are) 
f r o m a m a c h i n e c o d e m e n u w o u l d b e we l l -n igh 
imposs ib l e . 

T h e so lu t ion , t hen , is t o have a BASIC 
p r o g r a m C A L L i n g a m a c h i n e c o d e r o u t i n e . 
Usual ly , t h i s w o u l d be d o n e e i t he r b y l o a d i n g in 
t h e m a c h i n e c o d e f r o m d i sc , o r p o k i n g i t in f r o m 
DATA s t a t e m e n t s . For r e a s o n s of s p e e d a n d 
s p a c e , t h o u g h , t h e m a c h i n e c o d e in t h e 
c o v e r t a p e m e n u i s c o n t a i n e d in t h e s a m e f i l e as 
t h e BASIC. 

A BASIC p r o g r a m s t a r t s a t a d d r e s s & 1 7 0 . 
W i th a s h o r t ( two- l ine!) p r o g r a m such a s t h e 
m e n u , i f s o v e r b y & 1 A 0 : use a m o n i t o r { such as 
M a x a m ) t o see w h e r e t h e first f r e e p a r t o f 
m e m o r y is. Th i s is t h e i dea l p l a c e t o l o c a t e y o u r 
m a c h i n e c o d e rou t i ne . The o n l y p r o b l e m Is 

c o m b i n i n g t h e t w o a n d sav ing t h e m ou t i n t o o n e 
f i l e . Y o u c o u l d w r i t e a spec ia l r o u t i n e t o l o a d b o t h 
f i l es in a n d save t h e m o u t t o g e t h e r , bu t I f s 
a r g u a b l y eas ie r t o PEEK a n d c o p y ou t t h e by tes 
m a k i n g u p t h e BASIC p r o g r a m ( f r o m & 1 7 0 t o 
& 1 9 F , f o r e x a m p l e ) , a n d t h e n inse r t t h e m us ing 
d e f b a t t h e s ta r t o f t h e m a c h i n e c o d e s o u r c e file. 

T o f i n i sh o f f , y o u n e e d to m a k e s u r e tha t t h e 
f i le in ques t i on is m a r k e d as BASIC, no t m a c h i n e 
c o d e . Aga in , y o u c a n wr i t e a s p e c i a l p r o g r a m t o 
l o a d i t i n a n d save i t ou t w i t h fllctypc 0. If y o u ' r e 
j u s t d o i n g a one -o f f , t h o u g h , y o u m i g h t as we l l 
t a k e a S e c t o r Ed i to r t o t h e first s e c t o r o f t h e file, 
r e p l a c e t h e 0 2 in t h e h e a d e r (b ina ry file) w i t h 0 0 
( u n p r o t e c t e d BASIC), m a k i n g s u r e t o d e c r e m e n t 
t h e two -by te c h e c k s u m a t by tes 6 7 a n d 6 8 
a c c o r d i n g l y , a n d save t h e s e c t o r . 

Secret code 
If you ' ve t r i e d t o l is t a n y of t h e r e c e n t c o v e r t a p e 
l o a d e r s y o u m i g h t b e p u z z l e d t o f i n d a t i ny 
p r o g r a m c o n s i s t i n g of o n e m a c h i n e c o d e CALL 
a n d a RUN s t a t e m e n t . A c u r s o r - c o n t r o l l e d m e n u 
rep le te w i t h A A l ogo c a n h a r d l y be c r a m m e d in to 
two l ines o f BASIC, c a n it? A n d , a s f o r t h e 
t r a n s f e r t o d i sc rou t i ne . . . 

T h e c o v e r t a p e m e n u , unsu rp r i s i ng l y , is 
ac tua l l y w r i t t e n in m a c h i n e c o d e . The re ' s n o 
o t h e r way of d o i n g t h e tape- to -d i sc c o d e , a n d i t 
m a k e s f o r a f r i e n d l i e r d i sp lay . H o w e v e r , t h e r e 
a r e r e a s o n s f o r w a n t i n g i t t o b e a 8ASIC 
p r o g r a m : o n e e x a m p l e is t h a t l o a d i n g BASIC 

Covertape 
clinic 

Art breaker 
I h a v e a 4 6 4 P lus . W h e n I l o a d t h e 4 6 4 
v e r s i o n o f y o u r c o v e r t a p e p r o g r a m ( A A 1 0 7 ) 
Picasso, t h e p r o g r a m l o a d s o k a y , b u t t h e 
s c r e e n d e f i n i t i o n i s p o o r . W h e n t h e 
c r o s s h a i r s a r e m o v e d t o t h e m e n u i c o n s t h e 
m e n u b a r a p p e a r s a t t h e t o p o f t h e s c r e e n 
b u t t h e t e x t is u n r e a d a b l e . 

I b o u g h t t h i s a s a b a c k i s s u e . 
Campbell McDougall, Renfrew 

The 4 6 4 v e r s i o n , c o n f u s i n g l y , is i n t e n d e d on l y fo r 
o r i g i n a l C F C 4 6 4 u s e r s w h o d o n ' t have a fill 
r o u t i n e bu i l t i n to ROM, un l i ke all C P C s s i n c e . 
L o a d t h e 6 1 2 8 v e r s i o n ( the s a m e g o e s f o r 6 6 4 
u s e r s , b y t h e w a y ) , a n d y o u s h o u l d b e o k a y . 



B A R G A I N S 

Alot of the let ters that AA receives concern 
themse lves w i th the non-availabil ity of CPC 
sof tware. You've g o t a g rea ter chance of 

ge t t ing a squeal of en joyment f rom wa tch ing Denis 
Norden 's a t temp ts at humour than f inding a ma jo r 
chain s tore w i th a Wast of CPC so f tware . 

The way ahead for some t ime now has been m " 
order . You know that there is an abundance of t o p 
quality independent so f tware p roduce rs spr inging up 
at a rar ing rate, but d id you know that you can buy a 
vast range of CPC good ies cheaply? Here are seme 
suggest ions t o help you f ind the barga ins . . . 

A co t tage industry has g r o w n u p around the 
second-hand marke t , af ter all if that is the only way 
you can get ho ld of so f tware then s o be it. 
• Advantage: the gear is dir t cheap, so cheap ip 
fact that yco could ge t ho ld of eight second-hand 
budge t tapes for the pr ice of a brand-new one. Why 

David Croolces buys an armful of newsprint, 
unsheathes and sharpens his scissors, and hopes 
that the first cut will be the cheapest. 

buy n e w when 3 used one is just as gocc? 
• Disadvantage: not many people know of 

these services so a re miss ing out. However , 
not you. and not now, w e hope. 
AA's Angela Cook has set up Mer i n-Serve, a 

business sel l ing second-user so f twa re and 
equ ipment at the lowest pr ices poss ib le . Angela, hit 
upon a beaut i ful concep t . She looked at the s i tuat ion 
of the t ime and dec ided that if brand-new sof tware 
w a s not be ing re leased then the enly opt ion was t o 
gather up lots o f second-hand g e a ' and let you delve 
into the wares and c o m e out w i th a bargain. 

The serv ice ;s brriliant. This ;s quite a diversion 
for AA because I don' t think w e have ever rev iewed a 
sof tware suppl ier before , but wha t the heck, you 
need t o know. 

The serv ice is magica l 
Fast and fr iendly are the key w o r d s surrounding 
Merl in-Serve. So many peop le a re put of f f r om 
order ing second-hand so f tware f r o m individuals that 
a service such as this should help ncn- t rusters t o 
ge t in on the act . You cou ld say it is the best th ing 
to happen t o the CPC in years. 
Angela has lots ^ of casset te g a m e s for only 

ip. many disc o f fe r ings for £ 3 , quite a 
few p ieces of hard.vare. 

magaz ines and spare 
par ts . In shor t , y o u should 

f ind a bargain. She even buys 
your unwanted stuf f and cons ider 
swaps - a g o o d way t o clear 
your shelves and let o thers take 

vantage of ycur unneecs t i good ies . 
There 's more . Ange'a 's d » d runs a PD 

l ibrary cal led King Arthur 's Domain so you 
cou ld do all your shopp ing in one g o . 
(Better than QVC - the shopping channel -
t oo . not least because there 's someth ing of 
interest to you in it.) 

WACCl, that in famous c 'ub . has se t up a 
Market Stal l for i ts members . 

"Which marke t is that located in?' 1 0 0 1 
readers up and down the count ry a re 
ask ing themselves . Well when it says 
Market Stal l , it is ac tuary a re fe rence to a 
page that is se t as ide in WACCl for 
m e m b e r s t o sell their excess so f tware and 
hardware and p lead for wan ted g o o d s . It 's 
a b i t l ike AA's smal l ads excep t that peop le In AA s m a l l 
who place wanted ads a re reco rded and (ads) Is 
m a t c h e d to sel lers so . as WACCl Editor b e a u t i f u l . 

Paul D.verryhouse says, 
"He w h o wants , talks to he that has." 
The publ icat ion 8 5 / r ( formerly S-fc.it Man) 

prov ides an magaz ine devo ted t o adver ts . This is 
not a pure second hand fest bu l there is a large 
gmcunt o f c lassi f ied adver t i sements which may 
provide just what you are look ing for , at r x f cu l cus l y 
cheap pnees. I t 's 'worth tak ing a look. 

D o n ' t b e h a d 
What if y c u don' t l ike buying things second hand for 
fear o f get t ing rubbish in re turn for y cu r cash? There 
s a r isk when you buy used geeds that what y c u 

rece ive has been played about w i th so much th3t it 
has b e c o m e as worn as Damco Hill 's tyres. 

M e m b e r s o ; the two ma jo r user g roups , WACC! 
and the United Ams t rad User Group (UAUG). can 
c la im a d iscount on a po tpour r i o f good ies f rom 
respec ted sof t ies such a s SD M ic rosys tems and 
CampurSo f t . All you need t o d o is subscr ibe to 
either one o f the c lubs and save s tacks of mcc lah . 

Then, there are the AA reader ads (see page 
15). They are f ree, they cover the whole CPC scene, 
and because they arc a sect ion within A 4 you get a 
bargain before y c u even star t put t ing biro to grid. 

What are you wai t ing for? 

' f i f e ? ? 7 * ! 

is- s§§§2sr 

C a m p u r S o f t 1 0 M c i n t o s h C o u r t . We l l pa r k , 
G lasgow G 3 1 2HW 
» 0 1 4 1 5 5 4 4 7 3 5 / f a x 0 1 4 1 2 2 7 4 4 8 6 
K i n g A r thu r ' s D o m a i n , B r y m p t o n Co t tage . 
B runsw i ck Rd. Wor th ing , Sussex 8N11 3 N Q 
» / f a x 0 1 9 0 3 2 0 6 7 3 9 
Mer l i n -Se rve (address 3$ above) 
SD M i c r o s y s t e m s , PO Box 2 4 , A t t l e b o r o u g h , 
N o r f o l k N R 1 7 1HL o / f a x 0 1 9 5 3 4 8 3 7 5 0 
UAUG, 2 6 Uplands Crescen t . F a r e h a m . Hants . 
P 0 1 6 7SY tr 0 1 3 2 9 2 3 4 2 9 1 
WACCl . 7 B r u n s w o o d Green . H a w a r d e n . 
Dees ide , C l y w d C H 5 3JA » 0 1 2 4 4 5 3 4 9 4 2 
8BIT. H a r r o w d e n , 3 9 H i£h S t ree t , 
Sut ton- in- the- ls le , Ely, C a m b s C B 6 2RA 
w 0 1 3 5 3 7 7 7 0 0 6 



Amstrad Action Bock Issues 

mm fssuss 
ISSUES Don't miss out! A l l the cover discs, a l l the tips and 

FOR THE a|| the hot-off the-press information for less money! 

Check out these crazy prices... 
1 b a c k i s s u e £2.50 
2 b a c k i s s u e s £ 4 . 5 0 
3 b a c k i s s u e s £ 6 . 5 0 
4 b a c k i s s u e s £ 7 . 5 0 
Al l e x t r a issues a d d £ 1 . 5 0 for each 

S O L D O U T f o L B O U T 
AA10L e ^ l l ^ ^ s flLOJJ T 
conwltto to i rwWK" on lh» C*C. irixrsr* wf t 
R»5<Jl So*»rf. £IM Mji tcc'oi ! 
AA102 CCttrUf*. Otxr.wO 2. Crjtffl Mjjto.'. M W * 
Intitfft n tk * t e n ran* - yeui CtCi ten* <>;M\Xki. Tht 
CPC *••<"•}. Rr.W-mJ: WJ - C«tkl» h « w i « « ! SytMm. 
AA101 Oj . tU;<: PMubL J c w h Intltft: <0ttfw tfttiwt. 
fMTprttfca, El-r-Kffj tmrrfc*. >}«<Mt c i - w m i w i 
AAIO* C«v*rtJ?«: AA Too&il OWdum fctiM: fl.tf 
t*e P© K«nt eipottf. W W u-- rauadap. 8«is Nmm 
"eater tea al tr« :<f>tf bm»I 
AA10& CVir(rj,i:o. Blitc W»We« 

A sa—p!t*t lo *««bftl >«tr CPC 10 c*m«otkX< 
wtfi « h « coepjttr*. M j f j f j r t r i cx«»f« 
AA106: CdKitape: i r w . SW»J Th« '-»> 
• i j » *i im*« (ripNci. tM corrpleit t K j m - n ' pjiJo 
!9 pnr tM foriMi: Unit . 
M107: Ccfttrjpt: ttan wirrfeft. PScjuo (»it p»eUt«|. 
h i iK : »HM«? and mot! ( o M k l l >nd (urtf»ir« 
*v»t rcl< JSC-2 Ik Oia CPC. RuStw: M u t f ' j ol Sp«f 
AA106 i 

e««'a t 
MU09 C. 

A * u a 
O-iry.H 

M i l l Coftrlapv:0/ J. DOS Co#y, BrMltfonn.InWJt: flic 
irt.-a:e (i» msD tu4r lo CPC i M 
AM 12 C«.trt««: 7VSM Fo». VetM*stt'Oi-™>. e»rtlet) 
0-<*-Ji« taife Po:i< 0:<njlr. - «fvH fl •! 3-d 
•tor* you can p i f Pfct: •.:{! 50 PD titiM <t al Uim 
Milt ComHp* femwi TrMfy. P e w Sp*!'. hiUo; 
Softwvc: co<mtfc.a> rcnuf PO. Is «nf b«itc Uvin the otf*r? 
Pl-i. Ink ke^-oifd inth ysur Joystick. 
AM1* tUtMra of S?xe. 8at Sfartng. CoAirb'a 
kitrtt: Foituro: fttach t v Oh fur.r« - lurtf/wlfwaio » l i t e 
fxjr CPC Wo tfe -<(1 <c-tu<y Cut Bntr.mrt <K>« 
Mirk IS rtnt». Al Fo<mit Fjifj. 

N a m e I w o u l d l i k e t h e f o l l o w i n g b a c k i s s u e s -

A d d r e s s 

P o s t c o d e P h o n e N o 

M e t h o d o f p a y m e n t |please tick) 

A c c e s s j V i s a — J C h e q u e — I P O — I 

E x p i r y d a t e _ C r e d i t C a r d N o 

P o s t a g e a n d p a c k i n g r a t e s ( p e r o r d e r ) 

• U K £ 1 • E u r o p e £ 2 • R e s t o f t h e w o r l d £ 4 

C o s t o f b a c k i s s u e s 

P l e a s e a d d c o s t o f p o s t a g e a n d p a c k a g i n g £ • 

T o t a l c o s t . • . £ C C • 

P l e a s e m a k e a l l c h e q u e s p a y a b l e i n p o u n d s s t e r l i n g t o F u t u r e 

P u b l i s h i n g L i m i t e d , a n d s e n d t h e w h o l e l o t o f f t o : 

Amstrad Action B a c k I s s u e s , F u t u r e P u b l i s h i n g , F R E E P O S T , 

S o m e r t o n , S o m e r s e t T A 1 1 6 B R . N o s t a m p n e e d e d w i t h i n t h e U K . 




