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New machlne has the power to beat the btg boys

On a Which Computer? Show stand
costing half a million pounds,
Commodore last week unveiled its
new Amiga 3000 range.

Billed as a ‘high-power multi-tasking
graphics workstation’, the 3000 repre-
sents the biggest refinement of Amiga
technology since its launch five years
ago. It features a fast 68030 processor,
a complete update of AmigaDOS with
improved icons, a new de-interlacing dis-
play enhancer, a full 32-bit expansion bus
and new custom chips.

In addition, a CPU expansion slot
ensures the 68030 can be exchanged for
68040s and RISC processors as and
when they arrive.

The 3000 range comprises three
versions — the 16-40, with a 68030 and
68881 co-processor running at 16MHz
with a 40Mb hard disk; the 25-40, based
on the faster 25MHz 68030 and 68882
processors also with a 40Mb hard disk;
and the the 25-100, featuring 100Mb
drive. All offer 1Mb of chip RAM expand-
able to 2Mb on-board, and 1Mb of fast
RAM expandable to 16Mb.

Prices for the three models start out
at £2,875 for the 1640 and rise to
£3,800 for the 25-100.

¢« A3000: the ultimate Amiga.

e Half a million pounds: Commodore’s Which? stand.

Described by UK boss Steve Franklin
as “a bridgehead into a new era’, the
launch marked the start of Commodore’s
bid to capture the middle ground in the
graphics workstation market. With bridge-
boards and emulators allowing the new
machine to run IBM, Apple, DEC, and Unix
operating systems, Franklin expressed his
determination to “win a major share of the
business market”.

CEREMONY

This was reflected in an unveiling cere-
mony which pitted the 3000 against high-
end Apollo and Sun machines, costing
£10,000 and £17,000 respectively, each
running the same X-CAD Professional
demo. The 3000 comfortably outpaced
both machines and went on to show an
impressive 30 frames per second, solid
three-dimensional journey through the
stand surrounding it.

Beneath the 4,096 colour, 1,280 x
512 resolution graphics, lies a brand new,

fully C-based, Workbench front-end utilis-
ing drop shadow icons with editable
colour, fonts and type sizes. New system
utilities and an enhanced CLI, along with
the inclusion of the interface standard
A-Rexx, all combine to give the 3000 the
look and feel of a NeXT or Mac.

Although the Amiga 3000 is being
pitched by Franklin as “the first true stan-
dard of configurable multimedia machines
to hit the market”, Commodore’s Jenniter
Perry stressed the 3000 is intended as a
“graphics workstation first”.

As it will run both DEC and Unix oper-
ating systems, and Commodore claims
the CAD market is increasing at a rate of
100 per cent each year, it would seem
that multimedia applications will still be
some time arriving. Much will depend on
how the new authoring system to be bun-
dled with the machine, AmigaVision, 1S
taken up by developers, but the package
certainly looks impressive, enabling easy
audio-visual scripting and sequencing. &
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WHICH COMPUTER? SHOW

Affordable Compact Disc Interactive system aimed at home leisure

The revolutionary CD-l system will be
available in the UK late next year for
between £600 and £700, Express
can reveal.

Jointly developed by Philips, Sony
and Matsushita — the world’s three largest
consumer electronics companies -
Compact Disc Interactive 1s a multimedia
system which combines text, sound and
pictures on a single 650Mb CD.

Significantly, up to one hour of mov-
Ing video can.also be stored on the 5.25-
inch CDs and displayed through a stan-
dard television. As such, the system
opens up tremendous opportunities for
leisure, education, training and simula-
tions applications, and is configured for
would-be authors to produce their own
orogram material.

Although Philips chose to launch the
CDl system at last week's Which
Computer? Show, the country’s leading
business exhibition, CD- is specifically tar-
getted at the leisure market. As the sys-
tem can also play audio CDs, the
intended price-point should ensure mas-
sive sales into the home market — particu-
larly as the unit i1s designed to sit along-
side hi-fi equipment and run through con-
ventional televisions.

At the heart of the two module sys-
tem is the multi-media controller (MMC)
which provides system control and signal
processing, and features ports for RS232
communications, printer, keyboard and
joystick besides video and audio
iInput/outputs.

A built-in ‘personal memory card’ slot

allows users to safeguard program mate-
rial, input their own data and store per-
sonal information.

The 1Mb MMC connects to the CD-
player module which houses the CD drive.
All user interaction is achieved either with
a mouse or an infra-red remote control
Incorporating on-screen cursor control via
a tiny joystick.

An as-yet-unpriced optional expan-
sion module provides twin 2Mb 3.5-inch
floppy drives for program data storage, a
built in modem, and hard disk, SCSI and
Ethernet interfaces. This module allows
program developers to convert both
Macintosh and PC image, graphics and
sound files to CD- format via two soft-
ware based CD-l Author packages.

A stand-alone low-cost editing and

DIGLTAL VIDEO

Multimedia: the buzzword becomes reality

For the first time at any major computer
show, the fledgling area of multimedia had its
own space set aside at the recent Which
Computer? Show.

Although only a dozen companies were
exhibiting their wares, the products and
applications on show eclipsed most
proceedings elsewhere. Besides the low-key
but massive excitement generated by the
Philips CD-I system, IBM made its only
appearance with its AVC, M-Motion and DVI
cards. While AVC provides still video and
audio digitising for presentation applications,
M-Motion provides full motion video display
on PS/2 VGA screens.

The most revolutionary though is DV,
which allows compression and
decompression of moving video so that
material can be digitised and manipulated in
real time.

At a more affordable level was the
Micro Eye suite of multimedia products for
the PC from Digithurst, on 0763 242955.
Image grabbers and video cards are able to
capture still and moving video for reworking
in the company’s Picture Book Professional
software. This is a sophisticated hypertext
database which provides scalable windows
containing video, graphics and text linked to
each other along associated pathways.

..........................

.....................................

Acorn multimedia CD-ROM

A multimedia package
from Acorn and Next
Technology will bring
high-storage CD-ROM
to the A3000 and
Archimedes computers.

The CD-ROM drive
has applications in educa-
tion, training and presenta-
tion, and enables presen-

tures.

own discs.

tations to be made with a
mixture  of
graphics, digitised sound,
video and digitised pic-

As well as the drive
and software, Next
vides the facility for cus-
tomers to produce their

The complete system
costs around £2,000, with
add-ons for  existing
machines at around £600
plus the cost of a SCSI
card.

More iInformation

from on the system can
be had from Next on 0223
420222. &

computer

pro-

from Mannesman Tally on 0734 788711. =

Printing on the quiet

Two extremely quiet printers which take their paper from slot-in cassettes to avoid manual
loading have been launched by Mannesman Tally.

The MT130/9 and MT131/9 are 80- and 136-column dot-matrix printers aimed at busi-
ness users who want a low-cost option for PC applications.

Both machines are quiet for dot-matrix printers, putting out only 53dB in draft mode.
Prices are £459 for the 80-column model and £559 for the 136-column one. A serial inter-
face costs an extra £25 and there’s a colour version for an extra £100. More information

| Travel without leaving home
with Auforoute gmnhlcs

The computerised road atlas and
planning system Autoroute Plus now
can have pictures built in to illustrate
routes, and soon will have versions
for European travellers.

A French version is almost with us
and American and Italian versions are
expected by the end of the year. There Is
even talk of a German one.

With all this going on, you could for-
give publisher NextBase if it hadn't had
time to work on the British one, but at the
Which Computer? Show NexitBase
announced a picture module for the
Autoroute Plus Gazetteer Editor .

The module allows digitised pictures
to be added to the map. The pictures can
be popped up with a location and used to
enhance the gazetteer.

As well as commercial uses in tourist

L
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e Philips CD-I: will prove to be the biggest sin-
gle event in computing in the 1990s.

authoring platform is also available which
features the 256-colour CD- Paint, Audio
and Video Sequence Editor and CD-
Navigator software for complete interac-
tive program development. This should
ensure that there i1s plenty of software.

Just to complete matters, Philips
also offers a CD- Emulator for the Sun
Sparc 1 graphics workstation for high-res-
olution CD- disc building.

Already just about every leading
leisure software company in Europe and
the USA is known to be developing CDA
titles — indeed Philips has gone so far as
to set up a CD-l production facility at one
of its UK sites in Dorking and i1s inviting
potential publishers to co-operate on joint
ventures.

Meanwhile, the company has tied up
publishing deals with several top publish-
ing groups Including Time/Life, CBS,
Columbia and PolyGram, along with lead-
Ing International television companies and
museums. @
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e Autoroute graphics: picture your destination.

offices and estate agents, it could be an
ideal holiday planner.

A trip could be planned and all of the
places of Interest viewed before
Autoroute Plus organised an itinerary and
an optimised route. More details from
NextBase on 0784 460077. &
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All-in-one software and hardware solution for £1,500

Canon has confirmed that it will be
launching its all-in-one business com-
puting system in the UK.

The machine, which incorporates a
286 computer, printer, telephone,
answering machine and fax in one box,
has been sold in Japan for the past year
under the name Navigator (Express 43).
Here it will be called the Canon S-2000.

At one stage the firm had been
doubtful as to whether or not to launch in
Europe, but interest generated by public-
ity from the machine’s success in the Far
East has prompted a re-think. Last week
at the Which Computer? Show In
Birmingham a large stand featured half a
dozen S-2000s.

As yet prices have not been fixed,
although something in the region of
£1,500 is likely. Given the features it

boasts this is an excellent buy for home
and business users.

Also, the company has hinted that it
will be working on enhanced versions
which will probably utilise 386 technology.
The entry-level system will be available
here by November with top-end versions
following early in 1991.

As 1t stands the S-2000 features
3Mb of ROM and 1Mb of RAM, a 3.5-inch
disk drive and the option of a 20Mb hard
disk. Fax messages can be sent or
received without paper. The icon-based
machine also incorporates touch screen
technology, and the keyboard can fit
neatly into a slot underneath the monitor.

Canon will probably be launching the
machine with a bundle of business soft-
ware including a spreadsheet, database
and word processor. &
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Stretchm
the Archie

Apocalypse, a new game from Archimedes
games publisher 4th Dimension, will stretch
the Archimedes to its limits, claims the soft-
ware house.

The shoot-'em-up takes you over the
suface of a planet, killing everything as you go.

The firm reckons the game would only
run on an Amiga If it had extra RAM, a tur-
bocharger and a couple of Spectrums bolted
on for good measure. Not surprisingly per-
haps, there are no plans to release the game
in other formats.

A spokesman for 4th Dimension said:
“This is the game that will make Zarch look like
an early version of Pacman.”

More info on Apocalypse and other
Archie releases from 4th Dimension on 0742
700661. &

* Apocalypse: pushing Archie games to the limits.

Panasonic joins the
notebook brigade

A ) i i i
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o Schnelder s 486 - a cheaper option?

GCheaper 486

oul soon

Schneider is planning to launch a
competitively priced 486 PC before
the end of this year.

As yet detalls are scant, but the
firm's main areas of success lie in the
low-cost computing. Schneider is hoping
to Introduce a machine which will be
affordable to business buyers looking for
a realistic 486 option.

The Schneider 486 will be cased In
a stylish black and grey casing, and
should be launched in October. &

'h:-_:'_.".".'u'.':.'.:.'._'. r -.-. -- 1] ._-._-._-. .-._-._- - -.-. .-- -.| .-a- 1 _.-_.-_. S _._-_._- 'l:', 2 -|-'|,_- .ll__. I‘:'II ﬁ-l_l,.; .H_-__._-_ 'll'ﬁ"- l" __-"l.

" Batch of PCS
launched

At last week’s Which Computer?
Show, PC manufacturers Viglen,
Wyse and Elonex were three of the
firms with new PCs to announce.

Viglen launched the Genie, claimed
to have the smallest footprint of any IBM
clone. It comes in 286- or 386-based
models with prices from £849 for the
286 and from £1,159 for the 386. Viglen
1S on 01-997 3000.

Wyse also released a 286 PC. The
WY2012i is targetted at low-end busi-
nesses, but the system is flexible and
can be expanded to suit any application.
Prices start at £995 for an entry-level
machine. Wyse i1s on 0734 342200.

A little faster on their feet are the
386 and 486 models from Elonex. A little
more pricey too, with 386 versions start-
Ing at £2,495, they are quick with a
33MHz 486 model coming with 8Mb of
RAM and a 100Mb hard disk for under
£5,000. Elonex can be reached on 01-
065 3225. &

Planet In the
balance

Balance of the Planet, the follow up to

world domination saga Balance of Power

was released on Earth Day (April 22).
Instead of trying to surviveina

poliuca! arena._ﬂﬂsmit‘symjobto




THIS WEEK
SSRGS

A peek at the
gyber future

Life in the 21st Century will be gov-
erned by computers and technology,
but there will be serious ethical
dilemmas, according to futurist
McKinley Conway.

He has published a series of predic-
tions in the periodical Site World. The
article was originally compiled for corpo-
rate planners and economic development
companies.

HiS view of
Includes:
 Computerised motorways with cars
driven by robots
* Scientifically-controlled weather allow-
Ing the control of hurricanes and other
extremes.

* Direct links between the human brain
and computers allowing for the upload of
a person’s dying thoughts.

* Electronic scanning to decide when
Crops are ripe.

* Use of computerised sensors to detect
drug use or disease, replacing the hum-
ble urine sample.

* Wireless electric power to extend trans-
mission lines

 Strict government birth control pro-
grams with penalties for families who
have too many children. &

the next century

...........................................................................................
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A British company has found a way of fixing
that irritating flicker that you see almost every
time a computer screen is shown on the TV.

The Shutter is a completely portable LCD
shutter device that attaches to the video cam-
era and allows synchronisation with any moni-
tor in the shot.

Up to now the equipment needed to syn-
chronise the frame rates and fix the flicker
could be expensive and cause sound synchro-
nisation problems.

At only £1,800 including modifying the
camera, no TV or video company has an

excuse for flickering pictures any longer.

Manual labour

Plain English manuals with simple
illustrations and no clutter are on the
way '

A project by graduate students at
Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh
IS leading the way toward clarity after
years of inadequate and virtually unus-
able manuals.

Mitsubishi has grasped the results
of the research and is gradually phasing
In new ‘readable’ manuals for its elec-
tronics and audio/visual products.
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Thinking of buying a fax machine’ Amstrad
has launched a low cost £399 machine called
the FX-5000. There's also a £599 FX9600AT
which includes internal answering machine.

At Which? the firm also showed its new
portables, unveiled earlier in Germany. =
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ROM change is simple enough for anyone claim

MGT has reversed its decision to
have faulty SAM Coupé ROM chips
exchanged by dealers, and is soon to
ask owners to open up their
machines and change the faulty sys-
tem ROMs themselves.

The firm had planned to issue a
statement to the 8,000 or so owners
directing them to their nearest dealer who
would then change the rogue chip
(Express 75). However, it will now send
out new chips to all existing owners with
directions on the operation.

The firm says opening the machine
for this purpose will not adversely affect
the warranty.

Opening the case of a home com-
puter Is usually an automatic warranty
invalidation. Manufacturers openly dis-
suade end users from meddling within by
withdrawing the guarantee if an owner
has ‘been inside’ the machine

The new ROMs for the SAM Coupé
are being installed in the production
machines, and upgrade kits for present
owners are on the way.

MGT boss Alan Miles said: “All new

Coupés have the ROM and we're sending

bl

* Coupé: opening it up will not invalidate guarantee.

the new ROMs to everyone that's returned
their guarantee card.”

The firm feels that owners can han-
dle the operation themselves and fears
that directing thousands of users to deal-
ers will be a damaging task.

Miles confirmed

oStick on furry legs, heads and arms are the latest in softwear for the PC. Memory specialist
Datrontech launched the four ‘Critters’ at the Which? Show last week.

The add-ons are a rabbit, teddy bear, bulldog and dragon. More details from Datrontech on
0252 313155.

change operation was a simple job and
should be within the capabilities of a
Coupé owner but added: “If anyone
doesn't feel competent to carry out the
job, they'll be able to take the Coupé to
their nearest dealer and have the job
done free of charge.” &

The joint US-USSR venture to provide
over six million computers into the
Soviet Union may be threatened with
funding problems.

Phoenix International, the US end of
the deal, is openly admitting cash flow
problems but denies the deal is in
Jeopardy. A Californian newspaper
reported that Soviet officials had said
that the deal was off until Phoenix found
more money.

Charles Missler, a Phoenix vice pres-
ident, said: “The Russian deal isn’t dead.
We have more going on with the Russians
than ever before.”

Phoenix has dismissed eight empl-
oyees, and the company president has
put $500,000 of his own in to keep the
company afloat.

.................................................................................
......................................................

A new Mac virus called Zuc, which causes the
cursor to drift diagonally across the screen,
has appeared recently.

The virus, first spotted in Italy, makes the
cursor drift until it reaches the edge of the
screen, and then nullifies cursor control. This
is the 15th reported virus for the Mac,
although it isn't destructive or malicious. If you
think you're affected by Zuc, Micracom's Virex
virus killer will lay it to rest. Micracom is on
0483 740763.
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Shop your teacher for £1,000, demands campaign

The European Leisure Software
Publishers Association (ELSPA) has |
joined up with FAST to set up a g /ﬁf’/f HOLDON'
Computer Crimewatch telephone line =} ‘ﬂ iy
with cash prizes for information. p
They are hoping that the response to
the rewards will help to bring pirates and
software thieves to the courts.
Comic-style adverts for the cam-
paign show computer users imploring
friends to pick up the phone and earn up
to £1,000 for informing on dishonest
dealers, pirate crackers, and even school
teachers who allow copying to go on.
Andrew Hewson, the chairman of

COME AND LOOK. AT THIS...
(VE JUST GOT HOLD OF

I. 4 S GREAT GAMES.
PONT YOUu icNow

ITS AGAINST THE LAW | '
TO HAVE THESE 7

WELL L SAW THE 1o s 4l ”"jlll“’i""jr i ’"ﬂlllll T

FA.ST. AP.S BUT | ‘

PIPN'T REALLY THI
— AND FA.S.7.

ARE OFFERING £1000
IF WE HELP.

L | 1 | ELSPA, said: “It's a long term plan aimed

e BSB's spaceman launches computing show. at educating the public and indicating the
that they will be punished for piracy.”

He said that the industry currently

gets letters and calls from people of all

: adults and the crime line was a way of

I“ s uce providing the mechanism for their com-

ments. He added that the rewards are an

incentive “for honesty” and, as well as

Satellite TV station BSB is to screen | weeding out people trying to exploit the

M. h legal situation. We want people to realise
ages and interests from young children to
a series of programmes dedicated to | system, he is confident that it will be a

computing. success. | |

The Computer Channel will be The amount for each reward will be \
divided into two parts — a weekly news | judged on the specific merits of the case (| . : | HEUO FAST
rogramme and a series of seminars and | with a maximum of £1,000. LETS TURN THE TAB Yo v EAD
Prog . g . : e , GET HOLDOF A PEN,
training events. It will be concentrating FAST said that it will be acting only e 2 THESE CROOKS . S (VE GOT AN

; : i - IVE G-OT'”'I‘E N”HB&RFOE gl I AGDEEE}‘:D FOR 0

on such subjects as networks, disaster | as a intermediary for ELSPA, and had not FAST HERE. { Ve /__\’_H.
recovery, operating systems, CAD and | designed the ads. + 7 - |
information technology management. The hotline number for contactmg

The editor, Clive Couldwell, comes the campaign 1S 071 49? 8973 -Telhng tales part of the ELSPA campa:gn
from the influential ma ga 7zine Which | s, R — ’ ik [RE N A b ) SMA  a, 8  ad e  R R

Computer?, where he spent more than
four years running the publication. The
Computer Channel comes as part of the
BSB subscription (which costs £495). It
will be screened on Wednesday and
Thursday mornings.

| Charity show

. . A computer show in Hull is to benefit

' . Children in Need and local charities.
The two-day event on June 30 and
July 1 is at the Portobello Hall, Hull.

All common brands of computers
will be covered, and MIDI music makers
will find plenty to interest them.

Doors open at 10am and admission
is £1 for adults and 50p for kids. Blue
Peter badge holders will be admitted free
of charge.

There will be a preview for the handi-
capped at 9am on June 30.

More information frorn Andrew

Whlttaker on 0482 564431

Chmese handshake
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Chinese universities have been given network
_ . Thﬁ*"e'i | as ment mc!udas__‘;_‘_;_

o A translation program to convert C source code into different European languages is | software free by 3COM in a scheme designed

e Systemstar’s contribution to the 1992 free market. to help the development of computing and
-' any parﬁgram run fn:max EXE f&* L The Internationaliser offers automatic translation of the code no matter how many lan- | communications in China.
fite can be run fmm within 5 :Zlﬂ . guages are supported. It scans a source file and replaces text strings from a database of foreign The US company gave five universities a
equivalents. This makes it possible to run the same program in as many languages as you wishto | copy of 3COM's 3 Plus Open LAN Manager
support, while only needing one ‘master’ of the source code. More details on 0992 500919. 1.1 at a ceremony in Beijing. =
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provides an entertaining A-Z of hacking.

Owen Bowcott.

different aspects of hacking.

The book follows their trail round the world and is told as
a story. The hackers are Edward Austin Singh, an English
hacker who was caught by the Secret Service and Scotland
Yard in November 1988 for breaking into military and
corporate systems, an American hacker whom he was
working with and who had been arrested by the US Secret
Service in Philadelphia, and a German hacker who was on the
fringes of the hacker group that was selling secrets to the
Soviets. This latter group was exposed by Clifford Stoll.

The book is a combined effort by Sally Hamilton, former
features editor of Computing, and Guardian news reporter

Intertwined with the factual accounts are chapters on the

lelework firm
on-line

The fastest way to travel to work is
by wire, and now tele-commuting
may bring much wanted relief to the
jobs shortage in Nottingham.

Ex-IBM manager Horace Mitchell has
established a company called Frontline
which aims to employ 150 information
technology workers over two years, gen-
erating about £3m a year in revenue.

If all goes well the employees would
be engaged in work provided by blue-
chip companies from the South, linked by
telecommunications across the great
North-South divide.

Frontline was originally devised
under the auspices of the National
Economic Development Council, and if it
IS successful in Nottingham, the program
will look to establish centres in the towns
of Belfast, Doncaster and Leeds.

East Midlands Electricity, the
Software  Group and  Nottingham
Polytechnic have all claimed stakes in
Frontline, while retailing giant Marks and
Spencer is studying the feasibility of
involvement s

Call in from
the plane

New communications technology on test with
the airlines will eventually allow an on-board
portable computer to access other systems
via a satellite phone link.

Inmarsat, the agency which provides
satellite services to merchant ships, is launch-
ing six new satellites during the Nineties and
these will have free ‘space’ for the airlines and
telecommunications companies to rent.

The quality of satellite communications
is so good that computer data can be sent
without losing its integrity. Initially there will
be a phone box aboard an aircraft that will
allow users to ‘swipe’ in their credit card and
make a call.

Racal Electronics along with Telecom
and British Airways predict that within a cou-
ple of years, passengers will be able to phone
from their seat in Club and First class. It is
only a matter of time before the connections
are included to plug a laptop and modem in
directly.

and hacking fraud.
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International hacking laws are covered in the book,
pointing out that Britain is still the best place for hackers
because of the lack of real laws to stop it. It also looks at the
growing phenomenon of launching viruses from different
countries which are interconnected by networks.

The book points an accusing finger at the people
responsible for computers’ general lack of security. Computer
manufacturers are singled out as the culprits for designing
systems based on user friendliness and networking while
totally ignoring all aspects of security.

Other chapters look at the history of hacking, the .
hacking sub-culture, the future of Ccomputer security systems,

Owen Bowcott told Express: Hackers and fraudsters
aren't the same people. There are very few cases where
hackers become fraudsters. People who are hackers are
hackers because they enjoy it. The vast majority of people
who commit fraud just happened to use computers.

Book puts the hackers’ case for beating the system

A book that follows the escapades of three computer hackers
will soon be on the shelves. Beating the System looks at their
journey through the electronic highways of the world and

Apple is rumoured to be working on a
notebook-sized version of its
Macintosh computer.

According to The San Francisco
Chronicle the company's development
team are involved In putting together an
Ad-sized machine which will use a stylus
Instead of a mouse.

The project — codenamed Paradigm
— will be able to recognize handwriting.
This is clearly a sophisticated piece of
hardware and the finished product may
be two years away.

The Chronicle claims that Apple is,
for the first time, working with a reduced
instruction set computer (RISC) and that
the RISC chip involved is a Motorola
88000.

Apple sources told The Chronicle
only a few engineers and managers are
working on Paradigm.

It is understood that Andy Hertzfield
— who helped with the development of the
original Mac - could be on the team
along with respected technologist Bill
Atkinson.

According to the newspaper: “To
make the device really friendly to users

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

_ “We have pointed out that the people who are messmg
for legislation are blackening the name of hackers by
associating them with every bad thing that is done mﬁn
computers, which isn't the case.” |

~ The book also covers aspects of computer privacy, and
the Metropolitan police’s involvement in fighting computer
crime. Also detailed are camputer firms that specialise in
breaking into other companies’ computers.

The authors take a close look at the infamous West

 German Chaos Computer Club, based in Hamburg pe%nﬁng
out that the press over here and in the USA portrays them as

mindless computer V&ndais.

This is not the case, the book contends, and centetues to
amlain the CCC's philesophy of 'keeping public data open,
and protecting private data, as well as a promoting wider
availability of computers to the man on the street.

The book will publtsheﬂ next month by Bloomsbury and
will be priced at £7 99,

e e Ry bk

s

Californian paper reveals Apple’s secret plans

 Macintosh: user-fr:endly notebook

the machine’s display screen may feature
the image of a talking head that could be
programmed to audibly provide informa-

only by your printer’s abilities.

Flying tonts for WordStar

A new version of the classic PC program WordStar has been released, featuring typefaces
and point sizes which can be selected on the fly.

The industry standard word processor, now on its sixth version, can define fonts in any
size, from too small to read to letters a foot high. Instead of having to pre-define these, they
can be defined as and when required in increments of a quarter of a point.

Kerning is also supported and WordStar claims that the quality of documents is limited

Further features are expanded support for HP LaserJet and PostScript users, allowing
them to access font shading. WordStar 6 costs £459. Contact WordStar on 01-643 8866 ::

tion.” Apple is at present refusing to com-
ment on what it deseribes as a piece of
pure 5peculat|en .....

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

l‘.ush in hund

An accounting package for traders
who deal only with cash has been
released by Sage.

Sterling Cash Trader is for busi-
nesses which generate most transac-
tions and income from cash and
cheques, and which don’t normally oper-
ate credit facilities.

It is available for the PC with ST and
PCW versions to follow. The PC version
costs £99. More on 091-213 1555. @
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COMMENT & ARCHIVE

racy features heavily in this
week’s Express Mail pages, and a
couple of difficult points are raised
In the course of that discussion.

The subject of Express taking
advertising for disk-duplicating hard-
ware/software is one of those dilemmas,
and was largely dealt with in a letter
answer, but | shall mention it again.

At least as vexatious is the recurring
problem of the abuse of the readers’ free
ads pages in Shopping Express. After
complaints that the contacts section was
being used by a number of pirates to
pursue their jolly-rogering activities, |
stated in a recent Express Mail response
that | would drop that section entirely if
readers did not use the offer responsibly.

Subsequent reader correspondence
indicates that this problem is never likely
to go away of its own accord; on the
other hand C D Palmer makes an impas-
sioned appeal in this issue’s letters for
retaining the free ads service, pointing
out that he had made a number of legiti-
mate contacts through those pages.

Used in the way that the people
mentioned in this letter have done, the
contacts are actually beneficial to the
software industry — members of this
loose-knit group individually evaluate
games and then recommend to each
other titles which all of them then buy
and compare notes on.

While we still intend to screen free
ads a little more closely than has, regret-
tably, been the case, there are inevitably
limits. To exclude all ads carrying the
word ‘contacts’, for example, would pun-
ish the innocent as well as the guilty, and
new code words for ‘| am a pirate’ would
soon be established. :

Thorough vetting of the free ads,
with check-backs on advertisers, is
unfortunately not feasible. It is fairly obvi-

EDITOR « Martyn Lester

We won’t stop piracy by clamping down on
advertising, what is needed is stricter action
against those who are caught...

ous that running the service at all costs
Express money to do and generates no
visible income. Any further commitment
of staff time to the pages would probably
make the service financially unviable.
With the launch of ELSPA’s latest
anti-piracy initiative (see page 6), the
time has come where we must ask hon-
est readers to help out in policing these
adverts by reporting to the Federation
Against Software Theft the names of
individuals and groups involved in piracy.
| realise that some will feel that tak-
ing reward money for helping to clean up
piracy is unacceptably mercenary; | hope
that those readers will find it more altruis-
tic to help save the free ads service from
disrepute and subsequent oblivion.

COSMETIC

It is neither pure greed which makes me
reluctant to prevent copying systems
being advertised nor pure indolence
which prevents me from closing down
the free ads. The first action would, |
feel, be cosmetic, while the second
would deprive the innocent to spite the
guilty. Neither move would, in my opin-
ion, have a substantial deterrent effect.

Surely the most effective way to
make software pirates think twice is to
start making exemplary arrests and
prominently publicising convictions aris-
ing from them. Petty pirates will surely
stop placing their ads in Shopping
Express once they realise that to do so is
to lead FAST straight to their door.

Over the next few days | shall be
making it clear to both FAST and ELSPA
that far from regarding the policing of our
pages in this way as being intrusive, we
at Express would positively welcome
their help in cleaning up a service we
very much wish to continue supplying.

Martyn Lester

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER « Mark Salmon

ONE YEAR AGO

Sir Clive Sinclair predicted that
computerised motorways would eradicate
the need to drive. Sinclair’s report,
entitied Traffic in the City, predicted that
drivers would simply drive on to the
motorway and go into auto-pilot - the
system would then take over, He didn't
say whether or not the ill-fated Sinclair
C5 tricycle would play a part.

Bulletin board owners threatened to ‘MUG’
Tory MP Emma Nicholson for her anti-
hacking bill. 350 boards formed the
Modem User Group (MUG) in an effort to
protect innocent users that they claimed
would be an easy target for the
campaigning MP.

Organiser Noel Bradford wanted a
meeting with Emma to see how far she
was prepared to go. A year later there
are still at least 300 operational bulletin
boards in the country and, despite the
local crack down on hackers and
phreakers, they look safe for now.

British PC firm Opus rubbed its hands
with glee as it carried away a lucrative
contract to supply British Rail with 3,000
PCs. British Rail needed them for a
variety of jobs including word processing,
accounts and customer services.

Russian schoolkids on an exchange visit
with Cranford School in Dorset were
impressed with the Archimedes and Apple
Macintosh computers but a little bemused
by the BBC Bs.

US Gold found that an old double decker
bus was just the ticket for a summer tour
to show gamers what to expect in the
autumn. The bus was to visit venues in
areas where people may not have had a
chance to visit a computer show.

Oxfam appealed for software to sell for
charity. They wanted users to take their
old software to Oxfam shops. it was then

sent to London to be sold through special
centres during the summer.

Atari released its £399 ST Powerpack,
claimed to be the best value bundle ever,
with £555-worth of software included.
This meant that, in theory, you got a
discount of £255 on the software and the
computer was thrown in for free... Honest!

40 per cent of British companies admitted
being worried about recruitment of
computer staff over the next few years.
One year on, companies still c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>