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The new portables that Apple is planning to
sell tor as little as £1200...details on page 5
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GROWS UP

More than just fun and games:
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Find out why Commodore thinks Atari's blown it
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World’s first loc

ﬁ.f

Darlington-based  morning
newspaper the Northern
Echo is the first local journal
available in CD format.

Pre-empting even The
Independent which offers
digests of its news coverage
on CD-ROM, the Echo
launched itself in the high-
tech world late last year.

According to head librar-
ian, Peter Chapman: “It's a
quantum leap forward. CD-ROM lends itself to this kind of work. We
see this as being the way forward for newspapers. It has certainly rev-
olutionised the way we work”.

The first CD digest covers major new stories from November
1988. At present there are no graphics involved although plans have
already been laid to include images with stories.

To use the disc a 286 PC or better is required, with at least 640K
RAM and DOS 3. Obviously you also need a CD-ROM drive. The pro-
ject is currently backed by Philips using software supplied by BRS.
For more information you should write to the Northern Echo,
Priestgate, Freepost, Darlington, DL1 1BT. If you live in the catch-
ment area for the paper, you are also welcome to pop in for a
demonstration of the system. &

Buyers will now be able to pick up a Lynx with
powerpack, but without any software, for £99.
Previously the machine cost £129, but came with
the California Games cartridge. For the foreseeable
future at least, the new configuration will be on sale
alongside the £129 model.

There are currently 16 Lynx games on the
market, a figure which Atari plans to raise to 50 by
Christmas. The average price for a cartridge is
£29.99.

Commenting on the move Atari's UK sales
director, Peter Staddon said: “Since the Christmas
price cut from £179 to £129, sales have been very
encouraging and we realised that price had a great

New blood at CBi

“We hope that this move will give the consumer
a wider choice of software now that they are not
tied to the single initial title. It also breaks down
what was one big purchase into a number of
smaller ones”.

An added advantage is for Atari’s relationship
with independent retailers. Once a £99 Lynx has
been purchased shoppers will turn to the software
on the shelves rather than making use of mail
order for their games purchases.

Alongside the price cut comes the news of Lynx
peripherals. These include a carrying bag, sun
glasses, and a power pack which draws on a car
cigarette lighter. &

Small, but perfectly formed

® A new personal pager the size of  retain up to eight messages.
a credit card is being launched in Different tones discriminate
Hong Kong. The 6mm thick credit-  between incoming messages and
card-sized pager can show 12 ones for retrieval. The pager from
tari has announced a new configuration and deal to do with this. Taking out California Games digits in its display and receive 20  Hong Kong Telecom CSL is
price tag for its Lynx hand-held games has enabled us to make the psychologically characters per message. available in grey, silver or pastel
machine. important sub-£100 mark. A memory function allows it to pink and costs around £120.

Commodore has confirmed thatthe = marketing. The newly created post Franklin is making no comment
ex-managing director of high-end sits happily with Commodore’s on this and, according to trade
PC manufacturer Tandon, Jamie plans to increase sales of its magazine PC Dealer, he is ‘in the
Minotto, will be joining its staff. business machines. mood to take legal action against
Minotto, with his extensive Persistent rumours surrounding  anyone who publicly repeats Boldly claimed to be the world's smallest personal computer, the
knowledge of the business the arrival of Minotto have current gossip. ®@ Carry- 9000 from Centreprise International is a 386SX PC that is only
computing market, joins suggested that his appointment in As we went to press, no-one at 1.75 inches thick, 9 x 7 inches wide and weighs in at a mere 4.4 Ibs. |
Commodore as commercial some way places him as successor  Commodore was available to With a 9-inch VGA display, 2Mb of RAM and 40Mb disk drive, the i
director in charge of PC sales and to CBM UK's boss, Steve Franklin. elaborate on Minotto’s arrival. Carry-l costs £1,295 and sprints along at16MHz.

More information on 0256 463754. &

PC photo call for planes

........
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Diamond Stamp Collector Software g e AERI L
System contain S ev erythin g th at i - i '
the philatelist needs to catalogue e . e g | tTrteenianeseness ol

and appraise stamp collections.
The stamp-over's system
runs on a PC and contains
individual modules to cover the
various facets of stamp collecting. It is
currently available in the US for $59.95 for the
basic software module. |
Databases for individual countries can be added. There are
currently 17 and they cost $19.95 each. If a country isn't available,
the software allows you to build a custom database for it. &
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America by phone line via the Photo-Phone PC modem.
This way, a full colour image is received in
Cincinnati within 30 seconds. Previously, the airline's
engineers relied on crude hand drawn diagrams for
fault diagnosis and repair. The new system is faster,
more efficient and more accurate says Quantas. H

Australian Airline Qantas is using computer images and
high speed data transmission to send video images of
suspect components to the manufacturers in Cincinnati.
A video camera takes a picture of the offending part
or system, which is captured on a PC using a video
board. It is then compressed before being sent to
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PGA Tour, the stunning golf sim
from Electronic Arts, which has
already wowed many PC players is
due for release on the Amiga and
the Sega Mega Drive in March.
Officially endorsed by the US
PGA Tour, the game pits up to four
players against 60 of the world’s
top professional golfers including
Fuzzy Zoeller and Paul Azinger.
Rounds take place on realistic

simulations of courses actually used

on the real-life tour, including

Stirling Shores, Avenel and the PGA

West Stadium. A leader board

keeps you in touch with how well or
how badly you are doing compared

with the competition.

Among the special features are
overhead views of the course
provided by a helicopter-mounted

~camera. There are instant replays
of your best shots, or even those

Write-on screen operating system

While reports of the death of the
keyboard as an input device are
probably premature, Microsoft
has already demonstrated the
possibilities of a user-friendly

CONTENTS

FEATURES

0 It's not a detailed
streetplan of Los
Angeles in the 22nd
century - this is the
W4X64 - a superchip that
features the highest
performance floating point
processors ever produced
on a single slab of silicon,
according to its makers

Manufactured by
Weitek, it blasts along at
100 MFlops, offers three
64-bit ports, and is
intended for use in
realtime CAD, graphics
and 3D modelling.

Weitek is talking with
developers interested in
including the W4X64 in the
laser printer and desktop
PC markets - not just the
‘deskside to massively
parallel computer
segment’ as it describes
the chip's main market. &

MSX

With bad new from Japan we ask the
head of the UK MSX user group,
“Whither the MSX2” — page 8

On top of the world
We navigate around two interactive
global guides for the PC — page 62

2000 REVIEWS oo o

On tour with the Amiga

L

two-yard drives from the 5th.
Before you get to the tournament
proper you can sharpen up your
~ skills on a driving range anda
putting green. You can choose your

clubs from full bag of woods and

alternative that allows you to
hand-write your instructions to a
computer.

‘Pen Windows', a version of the
Windows operating environment,

- Program Maneger 0
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— page 64
mms a-nd when playing you have to
take into account the lay of the land
and the wind speed. |
~ PGA Tour will be out in March at k
 s4%frteAmgaandsssy  Games Wee
TR e Ui B Hot tips and news, *
plus Lemmings

Game Boy
The handheld games machine shows
that it has a serious side too — page 10

ST Series

Three of the best budget scanners for the
ST are given put to the test

— page 61

Amiga Series
Damien Noonan conducts around the
Amiga’s music and MIDI side

review — page 58

News - pages 4-8
SHOPPING EXPRESS

was demonstrated as part of a
presentation on Multimedia.

The system allows the user to
write on the screen with a stylus
and software scans the script,
translating it into ASCII text. The

user can employ familiar and Letters 13 Whole Wired
Intuitive penstrokes - such as

scoring through a word on Mac 16 World 32
screen to delete it. & CPC 17 Centr 9f0| d 3 5
% Makle sufre to l:eafd Express in f Amiga 18 Circuit Cify 36
a couple of weeks for a review o . .

the GRid Pad. This is a heavy Archimedes 20 On-line 44
duty hand-held computer from PC 21 Tech Tips 46
military specialist GRID that .

allows you to write directly on to C64 22 Programmmg 31

the LCD screen by way of a pen.

Spectrum 23
e Windows - soon to be ST 26
part of a Windows, Icon,

Mouse and Pen interface?

PD Column 54
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Secret US
RISC talks

A secret meeting between Microsoft,
Compaq and Digital Equipment ear-
lier this year was aimed at creating a
new RISC-based personal computer.

Sources report that the get-

together held in California agreed
to define a standard aimed at
replacing limited and outdated
MS-DOS systems.

The MS-DOS platform, old-

fashioned from its conception,

has become increasingly dissat-

Isfying to manufacturers with the
arrival of alternative platforms
from Sun, NeXT and Acorn.

News that Apple and Acorn
are collaborating on a separate
RISC project reinforces the idea
that RISC technology 1s on the
ascendant.

It 1s likely to be some time
before anything concrete is seen
because of the time and expense
necessary to develop operating
system software from the bot-
tom up. Support will also have to
be won from third-party develop-
ers, and users convinced that a
new system offers sufficient
power to warrant a change.

The implications for Acorn’s
Archimedes - the only readily
available RISC based PC - are
not good. Acorn, which pio-
neered the RISC PC, is now
facing the possibility of being
overtaken by companies with
considerable muscle. ©

Rudlo net
arrives

Lex Industrial Systems has
introduced a range of wire-
less computer terminals that
can be switched between four
different standards of host by
pressing a ‘hot key'.

The LXE wireless terminals
can communicate via radio sig-
nals with computers linked on an
Ethernet network.

No special software is needed
for Installation. The terminals
come in top, truck mounted and
held-held versions. Prices start at

£2,600.
Contact Lex at Free Press
House, Castle Street, High

Wycombe, Bucks. ©

CD Proof

Nimbus Information Systems,
has announced Proofdisc, a
means of mastering CD-
ROMs for as little as £350.

The system allows 24-hour
turnaround and should enable
companies to proof CD masters
before the duplication run is
undertaken. Additional masters
cost £100.

For details, contact Nimbus
on 0600 890682.

New ST
bundle
based
on MIDI

ST distributor Silica Systems has put
together a £499 music pack which
bundles the the STE1040 with a copy
of Steinberg’s Pro24 sequencer.

The Pro24 sequencer IS
already very popular with profes-
sion musicians, and Silica's
move IS likely to establish the
package in the home.

e The STE’s - new MIDI bundle

As the Pro24 program costs
£150 to buy separately, Silica is
offering would-be musicians a

sound reason to buy an ST.
For more information call 081-

308 0888. i

Laptop
promo

In the first of a promised series of
promotions, Amstrad is bundling the
Canon BJ-10e printer with its ALT
286 and 386 lap tops.

The promotion Is scheduled
to run from now until the end of
March, and offers the &£345
Canon bubblejet printer as part
of a package - priced at £1,599
with the 286 ALT, and £1.999
with the 386.

“These products are made for
each other,” Amstrad’'s manag-
ing director Barry Young told
Industry paper CTW. “We have
some super promotions lined up
at the moment,” he added.

N i’@ NC

JAPANESE AI.lIANCE
CHALLENGE CDTV

oon y anc

In a move which is certain to
send waves throughout both
the consumer electronics and
computer industries world-
wide Sony and Nintendo have
joined forces to further
develop the Super Famicom.

The two companies have
agreed to develop an CD-based
audio-visual device to compli-
ment Nintendo’s family
computer. Although the as yet
unnamed add-on will make use of
CD-ROM, international wire ser-
vice reports state that the
companies are developing an
entirely new standard for the
technology. This i1s known as the
Sony Nintendo format.

The new CD-ROM drive will be
attached to a home TV set via
the Super Famicom and will allow
high-quality music and graphics
to be played. However, games
software will not be the sole
product to be seen on the
machine. Both parties have plans
to further develop their respec-

........................................................................................................................................................................
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o The Super Famicom. New developments from Japan could threaten CDTV

tive serious business and educa-
tional product lines.

This is a logical progression
from Sony’s Data Discman which
already allows the wuser to
access database and text-based
software. Nintendo has also
launched business oriented soft-
ware and hardware for its

..................................................................................

consoles, and has firm plans to
change the Image of its
machines from simple Mario-
mobiles to multi-media products.

Tom Sariff, a spokesman for
Nintendo in the United States,
remained cagey about the affair,
telling Express: “The relationship
between Sony and Nintendo is

....................................................................................................................................................................................................

so new that there's really not
much that | can say. It certainly
IS an Interesting combination
when you put the two leading
electronics names together”.

It iIs understood that no inter-
national standard for a CD-ROM
project such as this has yet been
defined. What is unquestionable
IS that the first major player to
sell a product in volume to the
mass market will be the one
which defines any standard.
Once this occurs, that company
or group of companies will cre-
ate an effective stranglehold for
the future.

If the Sony/Nintendo axis
achieves this then Commodore’s
CDTV project will be seriously
jeopardised. Kelly  Sumner,
Commodore’s UK sales manager
had the following to say about
the announcement: “We are
aware of the project and we're
keeping a close eye on develop-
ments but we're not unduly

worried”. ©
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Portab notebooks are

=

Sources close to Apple in the
States have revealed that the
company is planning to
release three notebooks later
this year ranging in price
from $2500 to $5000.

Portable versions of the Mac
Classic, the LC and the lIsi are all
expected later this year.

A4 lightweights based on the
68030 and 68020 processor
versions of the Mac lIsi and LC
respectively, are apparently pen-
cilled in for a September launch.

With an expected price of
S4,800, the lisi-equivalent note-
book will ship with 2Mb of RAM
and a 40Mb hard disk, weigh
seven pounds and will be 9.5 x
11 x 2 inches thick. With an
enhanced Active Matrix LCOD
screen producing a high resolu-
tion black and white display, the
llsi notebook will also incorpo-
rate a trackball, keyboard and
1.44Mb floppy drive.

The $4000 LC version is
expected to offer similar
specifications, except that its
screen will be a cheaper
Supertwist LCD display.

Both machines will operate on
internal batteries for up to three
hours and allow users to add
additional memory and 240
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“ MAC NOTEBO
 DUE FOR RELEASE

bps modems.

A 68000-based Classic-equiv-
alent notebook is apparently
scheduled for the bottom of the
new notebook range. Only 8.5 x
11 x 1.75 inches thick and
weighing 5.5 pounds, the pre-
dicted price for this machine is
under $2,500 (£1,250), even
though it is said to include a
40Mb hard disk as well as 2Mb
of memory.

Interestingly, no floppy drive
will be fitted as standard to the
Classic notebook, but a built-in
modem, SCSI and serial ports
will allow file transfer to and from
host machines. Sony is currently
manufacturing this notebook at
one of its Tokyo installations on
Apple’s behalf.

PORTABLE UPGRADE

Meanwhile, Apple has just intro-
duced several improvements to
its existing portable, that take
immediate effect.

The machine’s Active Matrix
Liquid Crystal Display screen is
now complemented by user-
adjustable backlighting. Apple
claims it delivers up to five times
the performance of standard
LCD screens, and enhances con-
trast over a wide range of

S i T S
...............
ol B N AR e T S
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----------

viewing angles.

Apple has also dropped the
price of the basic machine by
£200 and added RAM. The
machine Is now able to take full
advantage of the imminent
System 7.0 operating system
that requires a minimum of 2Mb
to be fully effective.

Including VAT, the entry-level
portable with 2Mb of RAM and a
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Names, addresses — and hard sums too...

Launching two new battery-powered pocket databases,
Triumph Adler claimed they are more than just

electronic address books.

The 32Kb DD120 and 64Kb DD200 both have six
line displays. The smaller machine will fit 16 characters
to a line while the larger can handle up to 32.

Features include a notebook mode, which turns the
machines into digital jotting pads with calculators and

currency and measurement conversion functions. The
battery life is around 60 hours and both units come

with back-up batteries supplied.

the R$232 port.

Data from the DD200 64K machine is transferable
to other personal computers via a cable attached the

The DD120 retails at £69.99 while the DD200 will
set you back £129.99. B

® The Macintosh portable — now with more memory and a better screen

40Mb hard disk now costs
£3087, while a 4Mb RAM version
retails for £3283. Both can be
upgraded to 8Mb with third party
RAM cards.

People who already own an
Apple portable can upgrade their
screens to the backlit version for
£627 inc VAT.

For more details, dial 100 and
ask for Freefone Apple. =

Amstrad |a%t week boasted
improved profits for the six
months to December 1990,
but Britain's biggest operator
in the low-to-middle end com-
puter market has suffered a
12 per cent drop in sales.

Amstrad boss Alan Sugar
Immediately blamed the reces-
sion and Gulf War nervousness
on the slip. Sales dipped from
£373.3 million for the same
period in 1989 to £326.6 million.
Profits climbed from £30.1 mik
lion to £40.1 million.

Sugar said that sales had suf-
fered on the continent because
of the Gulf War and pointed to a
disappointing December.

“We have no idea how long
this situation will last. We have to
avoid risks,” he said, “The com-
puter market is going through a
shake-out where only the street-
wise and mean and lean will
survive.”

Windows
upgrade

Microsoft is planning to
launch the first upgrade to its
Windows 3.0 user interface in
the early summer.

Windows 3.1 should retail for
£99+VAT and is scheduled for a
June release. Among the 3.1
enhancements are an improved
FileManager, support for the
TrueType typeface standard, an
improved Dynamic Data
Exchange (DDE) and the ability to
reconnect to networks automatt-
cally on start-up.

The improved DDE is called
Object Linking and Embedding
(OLE) and means that files can
be placed inside other files while
maintaining their dynamic rela-
tionship. In this way you would be
able to work on a spreadsheet-
created chart while it is
embedded in another file.

DOS 5.0 may well be required

to run the interface system. i

SNIPPETS

® IBM has developed a low-cost
way to make miniature lasers for
use in Compact Disc players,
laser printers and computer
storage devices. The technology
could even lead to a new form of
laser computer. IBM will be able
to make these new lasers in
batches of 20,000 units at half
the manufacturing cost of
current devices. They could be
on the market by mid 1992.

@ California-based Velox
Computer Technology has
produced the Icelet circuit board
which it claims will turbocharge’
the powerful 486 chip from Intel.
By chilling it to freezing point, a
speed increase of up to 50
percent can be achieved.

® Kevin Parker, associate
nrofessor of electrical
engineering at the University of
Rochester in America, has
developed a halftone algorithm
for laser printers and fax
machines which is claimed to
speed up photograph processing
by a factor of up to up to 47.
As an added bonus, quality is
improved - the algorithm can
eliminate moire patterns.

® Braincel, a neural net program
from Promised Land
Technologies in New Haven,
hides inside a spreadsheet and
‘sniffs out’ relationships between
words or numbers. The program
has already been trained to track
down common patterns in data
on leukemia patients and predict
the chances of getting on
specific airline flights with
standby tickets. The first $249
version of Braincel is only
compatible with the Microsoft’s
Excel spreadsheet.

23 February 1991 @ New Computer Express ® 5
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 IN VIEW

Tony King of Extendor
questions the 1quin of
military simulations.

imulators are an important

part of the computer

revolution. From the comfort
of an armchair, you can play the
part of one of the great generals,
re-write the course of history, go
‘downtown’ in an A-6 to Hanoi,
destroy a convoy in a deadly
game of cat and mouse with its
escorting destroyers - and all
before bed-time.

But simulator players always
want more. We play these games
because we want to be there, we
all want to be the heroes of the
hour. Simulators have improved
dramatically in what is only a
very small space of time. Just
compare the difference between
Battiezone, and M1 Tank
Platoon, between ACE and
Falcon. Now they are set to
improve even further.

How many simulator players
would sell their loved ones for an
hour on a ‘proper’ combat
simulator such as the military
and commercial hardware that
trains our armed forces and civil
pilots? Although it might sound
impossible to convert a simulator
that runs on a system with 16Mb
of memory, 500Mb of hard disk
storage and a 25MHz processor
to home computer, the Israeli
airforce is now using a pilot
trainer that is powered by an
A3000 networked to Amigas.

Even a small portion of a
current military combat
simulator would provide the
ultimate combat sim for users of
home computers.

After all, even military
simulators did not start life as
high-end dedicated graphics
workstations, therefore, why
don't software houses licence
simulators from 5-6 years ago?
And surely a simulation licence
from Marconi or British
Aerospace will have additional
selling clout. | can just see the
boxes now ... General Dynamics
presents F-16 Falcon, licensed
for home use!

The ability to network
machines adds an even more
exciting scenario. One player
gets to be a fighter controller,
two other players get to be
fighter pilots. Why not link them
all up by modem - the
technology already exists.

And there's no reason to stop
at aircraft. Similar techniques
could be used to simulate tanks,
ships, submarines: the military
simulators exist and the
possibilities are endless.

So wake up software houses,
and look at the high-end chart
positions that simulations enjoy.
Give us what we want: games so
real, you can smell the cordite!

'THE WEEK

;

itizen puts colour into schools

According to Citizen, sales of its
_colour printer driver for the
Archimedes range are soaring
 thanks to its success in the
education market
~Many education authorities,
 including North Yorkshire,
Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire and
Manchester, have already invested
 heavily in the drivers, and Citizen
- claims many more are on the verge
of bulk purchases. The company
confidently expects to exceed its
annual sales target of 1,500 units
by a comfortable margin.
_ Launched last year, Citizen's
driver was the first for Acom
_ computers. Costing £60 for a multi-
user licence (£12 for a single user),
it placed professional-standard

colour printing within easy financial

Dport for th
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* Citizen, bringing affordable colour Archimedes printing into schools
reach:of. most schools. can be used with all standard
The driver allows Citizen’s Swift  software packages including Draw,
colour printers to be linked to any Impression and Acorn DTP.
Archimedes computer. Compatible For further details contact
with the RISC operating systemit  Citizen on 0895 72621. W
ie first home com puting

Fax modem
tor lap tops

A new chipset for laptop computers
doubles as a modem and fax card.
The Rockwell RC9624AC chipset
can operate as a 2400 baud data
modem and a 9600 baud, group
three fax modem. The data modem
offers V42bis and is claimed to pro-
vide an effective quadrupling of
speed over similar systems, when
connected to another V42bis system.
As well as the space saving

gained by incorporating these func-

tions on two chips, less power is
required, which will be a boon to
owners of battery-sourced laptops.

This low-cost chipset could mean
that manufacturers will soon be
offering lap tops that include a fax
modem - without having to increase
their prices significantly.

stanc o

MSX STANDARD

News from Japan this week could
herald the demise of the first work-
able standard for home computers.

After eight years of develop-
ment and support Sony has
withdrawn its backing from MSX.

This leaves only two of the ten
original developers, Matsushita
and Sanyo, in the arena. It is
likely that Sony's decision will
affect both companies’ resolve
to continue with MSX.

Sony was one of the first
licensees of the original MSX

Simple-4-Switch, from  Micro
Control Systems, is a simple
device for linking up to four
computers to a single printer.

Available in serial and parallel
versions, it can be used with
printers, plotters and lasers. In
automatic mode it checks the
link to each computer for incom-
Ing data. Four LEDs indicate
which is currently live. If there is
any data, the device locks onto
that computer until the informa-
tion has been printed. According
to the company, the switching
system automatically deals with
multiple print requests, putting
queued data on ‘hold’.

standard in 1983. Since then it
has taken an active interest, pro-
ducing machines based on the
newer MSXIl and ll+ standards.

Now Sony has turned its back
on the latest update - MSX
Turbo R. lts preference now is
the AX standard — seen as equiv-
alent to the PC — which leaves
Matsushita, under its Panasonic
brand, as the sole proponent for
the MSX Turbo R.

MSX was conceived during
the early 1980

* Four into one does go...

Simple-4-switch
£129 plus VAT. Contact MCS on
0602 391204. @

retaills for

sumer was faced with a host of
products which were totally
incompatible. The Japanese
alliance envisioned MSX as a way
of ensuring portability for both
software and hardware between
different platforms.

While MSX provided a core
standard, it still allowed manufac-
turers to differentiate between
their machines; Yamaha's music
MSX, for instance, is still praised
by musicians for its facilities.

Attempts to popularise MSX in

e e T e

the UK were led by TV rental
company Granada which offered
a range of machines for rent
alongside video recorders, but
MSX never became mainstream.

Avidly supported in the UK by
user groups, MSX would appear
to be moving firmly towards
becoming a historical curiosity
rather than a format with on-

going development prospects. i

e Turn to page 8 for the user's
view of the future of MSX.
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Racing the professionals

From gritty dirt bullrings to the high speed thrills of a Grand Prix, Mario
Andretti’s Racing Challenge for the PC gives you the opportunity to relive
the career of one of the world's greatest all-round racing drivers.

Electronic Arts has teamed up with Andretti for a game in which, as
well as driving, you have to find sponsors and manage resources.

All Andretti's favourite courses, such as Ascot Park and Monte Carlo,
have been included, and the man himself crops up from time to time to
give you advice. It's due for release in March, priced at £29.99. B
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THIS WEEK

FAMILY BUNDLE

FOR THE AMIGA

Following an interview with
Commodore’s national sales
manager, Kelly Sumner,
Express can reveal CBM's
outline plans for a new,
mass-appeal Christmas 1991

Amiga 500 bundle.
Sumner explained: “Previous

packs have been more male ori-

ented insofar as the games have
been shoot-'em-ups and games
that involve killing and chopping
heads off. The way we're viewing
it at the moment is that the
packs we're putting together

should appeal to as many mem-

bers of the family as possible.
We're not just going to be aiming
at the 14 to 18 year olds”.

Commenting on the means of
achieving this wide appeal,
Sumner gave a side glance to
arch-rivals Atari. He said: “It's
difficult to accomplish this as
we're not going to be putting 20
pieces of software in there.”

This move away from straight-
forward games towards a pack
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with appeal for all members of
the family is a move to widen the
audience for the Amiga.

As to the number and titles of
the software to be Included In
this ‘Family Pack’, Sumner
remained cagey: “All of them
have been confirmed, but | can't
tell you what they are. Even the
publishers l've negotiated with
only know their own products. It
IS that important to us. The only
people who know the details are
in Commodore”.

This strategy can be seen as
an attempt to reposition the
Amiga both in the market place

given an easy ride

Even though British industry
Is losing hundreds of millions
of pounds a year as a result
of computer crime, it is doing
little to protect itself, accord-
ing to a new survey. Nearly
one in three companies still
have no clear policy to pro-
tect data from hackers.

A survey conducted by Gallup
for The Which Computer? show
revealed that 10 per cent of
reciplents were totally unpro-
tected, while 20 per cent had no

!l!-".l:ﬂl!l:-\:l"l:-:.'.::::ﬂ' """"
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Sony is about to launch the
PC's answer to the Amiga
Video Toaster.

Called the V-box it will retail at
just $250 (around £130) and is
aimed at amateur Camcorder
users who want to give their
home videos a more profes-
sional look. The adapter can
feed glossy titles and illustra-

R e o et

anti-hacking policy. Nearly half of
the  companies Interviewed
hadn't heard of the Computer
Misuse Act, although almost two-
thirds believed they would fall
victim to hackers in the future.
Hacking I1s still seen as an
international, rather than a British
phenomenon, and it seems that
what security there is rests heav-
ly on password systems — only
two thirds of those questioned
used specialised software and

e e S e e e "
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tions created on a PC onto any
ordinary video image.

The adapter is based on a
new standard developed by
Sony. Called the VISCA protocol,
it Is designed to allow a variety
of audio-visual equipment, such
as VCRs, laserdisks, video cam-
eras and TV monitors to be

e

inked together via computer. i

* Kelly Sumner, Commodore’s national sales manager speaks out.
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and the public mind. Following
hard on the heels of Atari's £100
STE price cut announced last
week It appears that a battle
royal 1s brewing for1991/92.
Commenting on Atari's last
move, the STFM price -cut,
Sumner spoke strongly: “When
they went down to £299.99 our
immediate gut reaction was “This
IS going to be bad news’' but
when we sat down and thought
about it, the general consensus
was that this Is actually good
news. By them going to £299
and us at £399 what they're
actually saying Is that the Amiga

IS £100 better, it's a brand
leader. They put themselves in
the position where they're not
even in competition anymore.

“We're obviously not going to
dismiss anything they, Amstrad,
Nintendo, or Sega do, because
In business you have to look at
all aspects. But they're not the
competition they used to be”.

Currently, it's a good time to
buy an ST or an Amiga. The STE
has just had a price cut to £299,
while Commodore’s own trade-in
deal due to end on March 31,
sees the Amiga 500 effectively
dropping to £329. &

® A more In-depth version of
this interview during which Kelly
Sumner spoke freely about the
future of the Amiga in the light of
CDTV, how Commodore sees the
competition, and what software
you could expect to be running
over the next few years, will
appear In next week's Express
Amiga Supplement.

......................
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Fair for enthusiasts

The ninth All Formats Computer
Fair will take place at the New
Horticultural Hall in Westminster,
London on 23 March.

The organisers promise the
same diverse mix of stands which
has made previous events
successful; companies selling
everything from Game Boys to 386
PCs will be there, as well as user
groups, clubs, fanzines, PD and

shareware libraries. The event is
targeted at the enthusiast, and
bargains galore along with many
rare and unusual items should be
on offer.

On the day, doors will be open
from 10am to 5pm. The entrance
fee is £3.

For advance ticket information
or to book a stall, contact John
Riding on 0225 868100 . m

Po
due for June

The first 486-based laptop comput-
ers could be available before the end
of the year.

Intel is rumoured to be ready for
a summer launch of a specially-
designed low-powered 486SX chip.
But the US company is remaining
tight-lipped about the existence of
the device.

These 486 chips are currently in
development at several sites, and
high-power portables are imminent.
Considerable competition for Intel is
already looming, with both IBM and
Advanced Logic Research (ALR)
planning to announce their own
launches as soon as a concrete
release date is announced by Intel.

According to ALR's marketing
vice president David Kirkley: "ALR |
will have one ready the day Intel
announces its product.” &

accessory

A new package called Expos
allows ST wusers to load
graphics files directly, with-
out launching the application
that created them.

The software operates from
the ST's desktop and comprises
a notepad and GEM graphics
window. By pointing and clicking,
users can browse through pic-
ture files at will.

According to the developers,
Maxwell CPU, low and medium-
res Images are automatically
loaded as highres, and most
major file formats are supported.

Further details from Maxwell
CPU on 0101 303 666 /754.
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THIS WEEK
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After SOﬂy;S decision to pull out of the MSX format, Express asks:

MSX: IS THE END
ABOUT TO COME?

by Keith Neal

of the MSX User Group

n announcement was
made by the Sony
Corporation this week that
could mean that the MSX system
as a standard for home comput
ing is now well and truly dead.
Sony announced that it will not
be producing the latest genera-
tion MSX machine, the MSX
Turbo R. The decision not to pro-
duce the 16-bit MSX micro must
have come as a bit of a blow to
all those users who have kept
faith with the format.

Sony MSX 2 owners will be
especially upset — | know many
of them would like to upgrade to
16-bit, yet still be in a position to
use their existing software.

As most avid computer users
will know, Sony was one of the
first companies to take out a
licence with the producers of the
MSX format, Microsoft and Ascil.
The MSX standard, which was
first devised in the early 1980s,
was rapidly adopted by many of
the world's largest electronics
companies, including  Philips,
Sanyo, JVC, Pioneer, Panasonic,
Yamaha and, of course, Sony.

When MSX was launched In
Japan in 1983, the format did
well. Indeed, 300,000 machines
were sold in the first three

months. The success was partly
due to the special features that
manufacturers added to therr
machines to give them individual-
ity. Sony launched its Hit Bit
computer with a built-in personal
data bank, useful for storing
data such as addresses and tele-
phone numbers.

Another plus was the build
quality of the machines; the fail-
ure rate of MSX micros IS
extremely low. This success
gave Sony the encouragement
to launch the format in Europe
the following year. But as we all
know, the launch in the UK failed
miserably, 1984 being a disas-
trous year in the computing
world in general.

MSX manufacturers dumped all
their UK specification stock at
ridiculous prices, finally
abandoning the UK market
altogether.

When MSX 2 was
announced in 1986,
Sony was once again
at the fore with a
range of
machines
some of
which were
launched In
Europe — but
never in the UK
officially.

These MSX 2 computers
were very advanced &-bit
micros, but were launched just

......
Tt

7/ MSX as a world standard for
home computing was laid to rest

several years

Sales of MSX micros in other
parts of Europe were reason-
able, enough at least to keep
companies such as Philips and
Sony interested in the market.
Holland, Spain and Germany all
oroved reliable customers for
the MSX producers. In the UK,

as 16-bit was becoming the
byword in home computing.
Sales were not as good as
expected and Philips pulled out
of MSX in 1988, Sony virtually
going it alone in Europe.

In 1989, Ascii, by now the
sole owners of the MSX copy-

-
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e Panasonic and Sanyo are the only companies left to carry the torch for the M5X.

e T Ao

kgL,
announced  an
upgraded specification

for the MSX system, still keep-
ing the Z80A chip as the main
processor, but offering
advanced graphics and sound
capabilities. This gave a display
that could rival, if not better
many of the 16-bit machines.,
and was to be known as the MSX
2 Plus. Many MSX 2 users
upgraded their machines to this
specification — the Sony machine
proved particularly easy 10
upgrade.

But towards the end of the
80s many companies dropped
out of MSX production, with
Matsushita (Panasonic), Sanyo
and Sony being the only compa-
nies to keep faith with the
format, and release MSX 2 Plus
machines.

In the autumn of 1990, Ascii
released details of a yet more
advanced specification for MSX,
this time utilising a new 16-bit
processor called a R800 chip
which supposedly runs at five
times the speed of the Z80A.
Add extended memory and PCM
sound, and you have a computer
that can easily match the Amiga
and Atari ST, and beat them in
many respects.

Matsushita was the first to
launch a machine built to this
specification; not MSX 3 as you
would expect, but MSX Turbo R.
Sanyo is yet to make a decision
on producing this machine, Ascii
must be disappointed, if not a lit-
tle shocked, to learn that Sony is
not going to adopt the system
and will instead concentrate
effort on producing PC compati-
ble machines.

Does this decision spell the

TR = - S T e
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or will
Panasonic
and Sanyo con-
tinue producing
them? Who knows. One thing Is
for certain, though; MSX as a
world standard for home com-
puting was laid to rest several
years ago.
MSX users must not be too
dismayed with this news,

{4 As long as
one company
finds it profitable
to support the
system, the format
will survive 77

because as long as one com-
pany finds it profitable to support
the system, the format will sur-
vive. After all, Commodore is the
only company making Amigas,
only Atari manufactures STs and
Matsushita, which still supports
MSX, is one of the world's
biggest electronics companies.

Maybe Sony's decision IS
good news for Matsushita. But |
know one thing; I'm sorry to
learn that Sony is abandoning
the format.

At the MSX user group, we
are not waiting with baited
breath to see if Matsushita will
follow Sony's lead and forget
MSX for the PC market. B
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SCREEN GEMS is
the only NEW
Official Amiga A500 pack
from Commodore !

1
i

SALBSEAL HA Ll e e s e A P ek T

gy R
- r _'\.\_.' - » A
A Tect b e W s B Sk K
T e e, e L- o o el R S
[y e e ' CRek o WL TR )
; £ -.' h L. L ¥ e i’ =
=

e .
3 !: '-‘S;'E.,‘._,-.;-'" - b8 i 2 -...-_F'

-1
5 .

Ml T -

Amiga A500 Computer Keyboard
512K Random Access Memory
Built-in 1 meg double-sided disk drive
Superb 4096 Colour Graphics

4 Channel Digital Stereo Sound
Speech Synthesis

Multi-Tasking Operating System
Kickstart 1.3 and Workbench 1.3
Three Owners Manuals

Extras 1.3 and Tutorial Disk

Amiga BASIC Programming Language
Notepad Mini Word Processor
Commodore Mouse

Power Supply Unit with mains plug
TV Modulator

..and all connecting cables to get you up and
running on your home TV set!
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Ring or write in for our latest Amiga catalogue listing

hundreds otf products available for this versatile Home

Computer. We stock COLOUR FPRINTERS, STEREO COLOUR

MONITORS, EXTERNAL DISK DRIVES, MEMORY

EXPANSIONS, HARD DISK DRIVES AMIGA BOOKS.FRAME | _

ﬁﬁﬁBEEﬁs, HIGfoSEHS. SCANHERS, W{)RD : ' L or spread the cost with our finance tacilitie: vritten detalls on request.
PROCESSORS. DATABASES. SPREADSHEETS. TR i T A o PR SE S P BN 750, 2 TP T D T oL o e e 0 TR LA
ACCESSORIES and of course hundreds & hundreds of

games and all at well below recommended retail prices!

Digicom offer you the very best in customer after sales
stupport with 12 month warranty on all Computer Hardware.
Al units are Tull UK specitication with 30 day replacement

guarantee on faultly items and FREE collection of the Fenny Stratford Milton Keynes MK2 2AZ

detfective units within this period. And should you ever

o s . need any technical advice our experienced and helpful Telephone (0908) 378008 - Fax (0908) 379700
W e . Staff are available on the telephone or in our showrocom. g,wm.n
sororser . Remember - there are no hidden extras all prices are fully I-h-ns' mTto %
- Inclusive of VAT and next day courier delivery. -. - 9
Prices & Spedifioptions are sebiogt fo change wilboul Botice RA0OE. ; : lmm




GAMES CONSOLES
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#he filofax is dead, long live the Gameboy! A small

i

. American company is threatening to smash
. through the barrier between portable video games
and productivity software. GameTek is releasing the
first informational software series designed specifically
for Nintendo’s Gameboy system. The five premier
InfoGenius cartridges are based on licensing agree-
ments with ‘top-of-the-line’ reference sources including
Berlitz language translators and the makers of Roget's
Thesaurus.

Situated in Florida’s exotic Miami Beach, GameTek
previously concentrated on non-violent, family-oriented
games for IBM PC-compatible computers and the
Nintendo Entertainment System. “Super Mario Bros is a
tough act to follow,” GameTek confides, “that's why
we've come up with names to be reckoned with.”

A tough act indeed, but a dawning market full of
potential. There are now over five million Gameboy
users in Japan, America and Europe since the system
was launched 18 months ago. According to Nintendo of

America, Gameboy hardware and software sales will
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The world’s most popular hand-held games console is on the verge of
getting serious. Rik Haynes grabs the first look at InfoGenius software

for the Nintendo Gameboy. A

top $1 billion during 1991. Nintendo’s
Super Mario Bros is the most successful
video game in history. Over 32 million

copies have been sold, there is even .

going to be a Mario movie starring Danny DeVito.
“InfoGenius is a revolutionary series of personal
productivity paks designed to tap the powerful micro-

“processing capabilities of Nintendo’s popular hand-held

units and offer an entirely new set of fun uses for the
Gameboy,” claims GameTek.

There appears to be something for everybody in
the InfoGenius range. Probably the most popular ‘paks’
will be the Spanish and French Language Translators.
Berlitz, the world famous language expert, provided the
data for over 12,500 words and 300 phrases in each
cartridge. An on-screen keyboard is used to spell and
translate over 12,500 words in either English, French or
Spanish. Additionally, 300 phrases are in specific travel
categories such as restaurants, hotels and shopping. A
metric and currency convertor is also included.

InfoGenius’ Spell Checker and Calculator uses the
American Heritage Dictionary from Houghton Mifflin,
publisher of textbooks, fiction and non-fiction, and refer-
ence materials such as Roget’s Thesaurus. You enter a
word via an on-screen keyboard to check over 70,000
of the most commonly misspelled words. The correct
spelling and a list of words related by alphabetical or
phonetic origin is then displayed. A calculator allows
you to perform simple mathematical functions.

The InfoGenius Travel Guide is a little more adven-
turous. Frommer, a 33-year-old leader in the publishing
of American and international travel books, has con-
tributed information on the 20 most-travelled US cities.
Read about hotels, restaurants, nightlife, arts, sports,
sights and attractions and use the built-in auto dialler to
call for your reservation. It also includes information and
emergency phone numbers and a list of toll-free 800
numbers. Descriptions and helpful hints are provided for
each city. All data is accessed by either price or location
or both. The automatic phone dialler can be used to call
any number in the database locally or long-distance.

Last and by every means least, you may keep track
of appointments and jot down notes with the InfoGenius
Personal Organiser. It consists of an address and tele-
phone book with room for over 200 entries, notepad,
calculator, world time clock, list of American toll-free
800 numbers and an auto dialler. However, most people
agree that pen and paper is still the most convenient
method to keep track of appointments and addresses.

The major disadvantage with InfoGenius software

..............

InfoGenius
afoCenius

SPELL

—————

Is the Gameboy’s lack of a key-
board. Information has to be input via an on-screen
keyboard or by scrolling through lists. This can prove
very awkward and time-consuming. It's certainly not as
impressive as the Sharp or Psion personal electro
organisers, but you can’t play Super Mario Land, Tetris,
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles or Pacman on these up-
market gizmos. All work and no play makes that trip
seem ten hours longer.

“We believe that InfoGenius will propel the
Gameboy into a new era of popularity with existing
users as well as an entirely new audience,” says Irv
Schwartz, President of GameTek. The five InfoGenius
titles each cost $39.99 in the States, and they're only
the beginning. GameTek is developing other InfoGenius
products including Japanese, German and Italian lan-
guage translators, European travel guides,
encyclopaedias, health and fitness companions and
more obvious mind games.

The Walkman ethic of portability, performance and
price now heavily influences both the electronics manu-
facturer and consumer. Punters want to work and play
in the plane, train and traffic jam. With more software
like InfoGenius, the humble hand-held console could
become the principle platform for portable pleasure and
business in the future. The 7:54 to Waterloo will never
seem the same again. W

GAMEBOY POWER

Designed and developed by Nintendo’s engineers in
Japan, the Gameboy hand-held console consists of a
small monochrome liquid crystal display (20x18
character grid with four shades of grey), cartridge slot,
eight-directional joypad, two fire buttons, two function
keys, loud speaker, serial port and connector lead to
link-up to another Gameboy so you can play head-to-
head games with a friend, ‘Walkman’ headphone
socket, brightness and volume controls.
It has a 1MHz CPU with a similar architecture to
the Z80 chip used by the Spectrum and Amstrad CPC
micros, 16K RAM, 32 hardware sprites and four stereo
sound channels. Gameboy is powered by four ‘AA’
sized batteries.
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_FOR THE AMIGA AND PC| |
| w4 s AT AN INCOMPARABLE
- 2<%  PRICE OF £19.951!1!

| An expert system "door to door" routefinder/planner for £19.95.

| Unlike any other, it will take you from your home or business
through the streets of your town, city or village to anywhere you
choose. Use for business (dehvermg, pick-ups, selhng) or pleasure |

| touring. "Door to Door" can give you the inner city street direc- |
tions including one-way systems. It can then take you onto any |
"A" roads, "B" roads or motorways including junctions, turnings
and street names all the way to your destination. "Door to Door" |
has a database of mainland Great Britain that is more than three
times the size of some route guides now on the market. It also has |
the on-screen "Tourist Information Gulde To Cltles Towns and
 Villages". . 30 . .
New or special routes are easy to add yourself W1th the on-screen

help

"Door to Door" will run on all Amigas and PCs W1th 512K or more.
‘For a limited period we will include the dlgltlzed street maps of
Greater London, all for ]ust £19.95.

Why? We hope that you will be tempted to purchase our other
add on disks that we intend to introduce each month, such as new
databases of European countries, digitized street maps of cities,
with full colour graphics, animation and sound....The World Atlas,
A History of Great Britain and Mysteries of the World, A Huge
Quest. These are not necessary to the running of "Door to Door'
but at only £10 each we think you may just buy. -

Send cheques/P.O for £19.95 to:

GEOGRAPHIC

Dept Transport Studies, 3/5 Cranford Place, '
Wilsden.  BD15 OAD.
Tel: 0535 274228
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There are many PD libraries around but do they offer you....
Y Huge collection, thousands of programs on over 3000 disks
¥t Same day service - 1st Class post - GUARANTEED
Y Knowledgable staff on hand (no 'phone after six and ask for fred"!)

¢ Three years experience collecting and distributing PD &
Shareware to satisfied customers all over the world.

Y¢ Send £1.00 for catalogue - free with order - please request and
state MAKE of computer CLEARLY.
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urrently over 800 disks in our catalogue, N
N, including Fred Fish, APDC, AMICUS,
%4 PanoramA etc. Our own SOF collection is so £
%4 good other libraries stock them now and of
X course we are exclusive distributors of the B gelection”. If you are new to ST'ing why not
[N fabulous UGA disks. All are mm' menu ﬁn -Chbvilh" our mm user group,
B4 driven and so very easy to use, probably the N £6:50 gets you newsheets, offers, special prices
best collection available! We also run an on goods, 5% OfT blanks/PD etc. .

-We currently stock over 800 disks full of PDV
Shareware for these machines, containing
every imaginable type of program! Choose
from ALL the Public Domain, not just "a

MEGA PACK - £19:50 (£14:50) |
S PD disks + 5 blank disks
plus a Library case
(Selection of current popular titles),
INTRO DISK - £1:50
(Atari or Amiga only)
VIRUS KILLER DISK - £1:50

(state machine clearty)
(pricss ia brechan for 515 diska, dae prefwsscd

SOFTVILLE

Unit 5, Stratfield Park,
Electra Avenue, Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7XN

L]
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N R A N N R R AR SOCTOAMOOA

(and compatibles)

Thousands of the most popular Public
domain and Shareware programs in our
current catalogue, all available on either

Xd 3.57 or 5.257 format, if ordering (opposite)
¥ state which. Whatever type of program you
' may require, we’ve probably got it.

COMPLEX COMPUTERS
PRESENT

Features include 4

Features include

% Motorways & motorway
junction numbers

% A roads & A road numbers

& All major towns & cities

& Print map function

< Print route function

& Breakdown & total petrol
costing

& Breakdown & total mileage

& Breakdown & total distance

< Even times ferry crossings

% Super fast calculations
(Land's End to John
O'Groats in 4 seconds)

s Fastest route

< Shortest route

& Full on-screen display

» Zoom in or out

3

v

¥

&

P

~\
¢

"
o

-,
o

7,

% Motorways & motorway
junction numbers

< A roads & A road numbers

% All major towns & cities

% Print map function

% Print route function

% Breakdown & total petrol
costing

& Breakdown & total mileage

& Breakdown & total distance

% Even times ferry crossings

< Super fast calculations
(Land's End to John
O'Groats in 4 seconds)

» Fastest route

“» Shortest route

< Full on-screen display

% Zoom in or out

GBRoute

Route Planner for the

AMIGA

What the Magazines have said about GBRoute

AMIGA FORMAT: " For the price, I consider it to be
amongst the best value of any serious program I've seen on
any machine in the last couple of years"

NEW COMPUTER EXPRESS: "For £39.95 it is
brilliant value"

AMIGA COMPUTING: "GBRoute is the program that every
mobile Amiga owner has been waiting for. Buy it now!’

GBRoute is available from your local Amiga dealer or
directly from Complex Computers on

0706 224531

e

e
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..............................

. 3 resolu-
tion levels, 400/300/200 dpi selectable, Line

Art & Halftones, 16 grey levels (Ideal for
scanning Photographs). Now you can scan
& edit logos, artwork, text, signatures, car-
toons, photos etc. Files can be saved in

.TIF (for Pagemaker). PCX (PC Paintbrush)
and .MSP (for Windows Paint).

PLUS...Superimpose & Merge facility. The
package contains the scanner, XT/AT scan-
ner interface card, Studio Scan software,
and full documentation. This product
would normally cost £129.95 plus VAT, but

our special price is just £89.95p inc VAT.
(Postage £3.05p)

£89.95p

inc VAT
(postage £3.05p)

"BEST BUY
OR 1991"

VISA/ACCESS orders welcome.

Prices subject to change without notice.
All transactions are subject to our
standard conditions of Sale available
upon request.

Personal callers welcome by
appointment. All prices include VAL.

UK HOME COMPUTERS

Unit 22, Cheney Manor Ind. Est.
Swindon, Wilts SN2 2PJ

Tel: (0793) 695034
FAX: (0793) 541691
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THE VALUE-PACKED GUIDE TO YOUR MACHINE AND MORE

M Inventive fellow

With reference to the letter from Michael
Hoey (Express 117) about better joystick
controllers, there is a product already
available which outclasses everything else
on the market.

Not only can it be used as a standard
joystick on all the usual home computer
formats, but at a flick of a switch its four
fire buttons become independent from
each other, with autofire retained on the
trigger button. As well as offering eight-
directional control, it also has rotate right
and left functions. All this is achieved by
using two ports for one joystick. It's called
the Cheetah 125 Special.

Several thousand have already been
sold, but software houses have been slow
in taking up this new standard - which is
hard to understand when you see a major
supplier behind the product, a product that
offers infinitely better gameplay. (Hands
up everyone fed up with the same old
gameplay from one game to the next!). The
programming is even very easy - just dou-
ble up the joystick routine instead of
multiplexing everything.

Take, for example, a vertically-
scrolling shoot em up. Your plane could
accelerate, decelerate, climb, dive, roll left
and right and fire four independent
weapons from one controller without any
multiplexing. Now that is control!

Incidentally, as a game player, |
designed this new joystick because | saw a
desperate need for it.

Kevin Whitefield, Rochester, Kent

| was beginning to wonder whether you
had an interest in promoting this joystick,
Kevin and then all became clear! Well
done to you - let’s just hope it sells well
enough for the software houses to find it
worth their while to provide the routines
your controller needs. I'm all for making

games even more fun to play.
HF-W

Write and tell H F-W what you think about almost

anything under the Sun! Reach him at: Express Mail,

30 Monmouth Street, Bath BA1 2BW. Sorry, no
personal replies, even with an SAE and remember,
only SOME letters win a fiver!

M TV sillies S ON s | essentially an A500 - but | would like to
On the telly the other 5’ %‘ disagree with some of your reports on its
night | saw a horrid @ m | release date. You tell of it being available
advert for Findus frozen & < in mid ‘91, but | have a page from a Kays

peas. The person that
starred in it was a complete

idiot (surely you mean the central character
was a complete idiot = H F-W). Not only did
he pin empty packets of Findus produce
on his bedroom wall, he had a Commodore
64 lying on his desk with no leads hanging
out of the back.

Also, how come the streetwise kids in
adverts always have Amstrad CPCs or
other such old computers? Are we going
to see adverts with a really cool guy sitting
at a desk looking at his teenage bank card
and an Oric in the background? Or maybe
a Dragon 32?7

Another thing. Why does Paul in
Neighbours always shout at the secretary
because she has put the wrong file in the
filing cabinet? Surely he could use the
brand new Amiga that was brought into
the office to put all his files on a database.
Or manage his accounts on a spreadsheet.
Or instead of getting the secretary to type
his letters on a really old typewriter, he
could get her to use a wordprocessor. It
would beat playing Frogger on it.

Andrew Cooper, Kildary, Ross-Shire

catalogue that shows that the CDTV is
clearly being offered to the general public,
even if at inflated prices. What’s going on?
Simon Richards, Twickenham

Confusion was abounding inside
Express so far as the CDTV is con-
cerned — or so it seemed to Commodore
a week or two ago. So they invited us up
to see their National Sales Manager to
find out exactly what the score was —
look out for full details on CDTV and
Commodore’s plans for it in the Amiga
supplement that comes with next week’s
Issue of Express.

After that short commercial break, |
can tell you that poor old Commodore fell
victim to the incredibly long lead times
that the Kays catalogue has — the pages
are prepared months and months before
the catalogue is published. As to the
inflated’ price of £799, you have to
remember that mail order companies let
you pay for goods over a long period of
time — up to two years in the case of the
CDTV. So they ‘bosh on some extra
dosh’ as my Essex friends would say, to
cover the interest charges on the money
you are effectively borrowing from them.

H F-W

Clearly Paul didn’t get a chance to read
our Amiga Essentials column before he
went out shopping. (Or the Neighbours
scriptwriters didn’t, to come back to the
real world for a moment.)

Interesting bit of spotting there — so
have this week’s TV Fiver.

M Foreign atrocities
Going back to Paul Cuipek’s letter in
Express 116, and the one before that
which started the debate, I'd like to point
out that | have been coding demos for
almost 8 years and throughout that time
have never seen any harm or damage arise
from any demo that | or any other coder
has written.

| do agree, however, that the language
used in demos could be slightly more civil
and less offensive - but most of the demos

HF-W

Bl C(DTV Gripe

As an Amiga owner, | have read with great
interest your reports on Commodore’s
sexy CD-ROM —computer, the CDTV. It
would definitely be a great development to
be able to have a 700Mb disk on what is

With your host
Haydn - the man
with the fivers
to give away

which contain such atrocities are of for-
eign origin. The offensive parts are usually
stuck somewhere in the middle of a 450K
totally illegible, double-twisted sim-scrolly-
with-chocolate-flake that would bore the
average person senseless.

Paul’s opinions are perhaps slightly
confused. Demos are written for one main
reason - fun. They are meant to be viewed
by all and sundry - what else will boost a
coder’s ego apart from a demo being dis-
played to a load of awe-stricken members
of the public?

The main reason why demos have got
a bad name in some people’s eyes is
because in the days of 8-bit and the early
stone age of 16-bit computers, demo
screens had only one purpose. That was to
sit on the fro<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>